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SLLA Education Programme

The Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA) successful- |

ly comenced two key academic programmes for the
year 2025, marking significant progress in its ongo-
ing commitment to professional development in the [
field of Library and Information Science. The inau- |
gural session of the Diploma in Library and Informa-
tion Science (DLIS) - Distance Mode Programme was
held on 23rd August 2025, while the Higher Diploma
in Library and Information Science (HDIPLIS) Course
commenced on 20th September 2025 at the SLLA.

Both inaugural sessions were graced by Presi-
dent Mr. Sugath Gunathilaka, together with Secre-
tary Ms. Vishaka Narmada, Education Officer Mrs.
W.AJ.K. Ratnasekera, Treasurer Mr. Anton Nallth-
ambi, and other distinguished Council members.

The HDIPLIS pro-
gramme will be deliv-
ered in hybrid mode,
with online classes as
| the primary mode of
instruction. In addi-
: tion, participants will
B Qo SO Be IS W attend a face-to-face
LS Lt B 8 session during the
third week of every month, fostering enhanced in-
teraction and engagement. These two inaugurations reflect the SLLA’s continuous ef-
forts to expand educational opportunities, uphold academic excellence, and support the
professional growth of library and information science practitioners across the country.
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New Office Bearers of the SLLA 2025/2026

The following members were elected in the last AGM held on 27th June 2025 and
appointed as the Council Members and Executive Committee members for the year
2025/2026 of the SLLA.

Council (Iffice J3eavers

President : Mr. K.G.S. Gunathilake
Immediate Past President : Dr. Preethi Liyanage
President-Elect : Dr. R. Maheswaran
General Secretary : Ms. K.A. Vishaka Narmada
Vice President : Ms. Givon Yanika Nandasena
Treasurer : Mr. Anton Nallathamby
Education Officer : Ms. W.A.]. Kaushalya Rathnasekara
Assistant General Secretary : Ms. Ashani De Alwis
Assistant Education Officer: Mr. Dhaminda Manamperi
Publication Officer : Ms. Sakunthala Senevirathna
Information & Public Relations Officer : Ms. Buddhika Liyanaarachchi

JYominated Council ‘YV)embers

Ms. Shivanthi Weerasinghe
Dr. R.D. Ananda Tissa

PIrofessional Group Conveners

Academic Libraries: Ms. Manjula Rajapaksha
Public Libraries: Ms. Kalpani Maharage
School Libraries: Ms. D.R. Ganga Damayanthi
Government Libraries: Ms. S.M.M.M. Subasinghe
Special Libraries: Ms. Manoha Wickramathilaka
National and Provincial Libraries: Ms. P. Niroshani Herath
IT Convener: Mr. M.A.M. Fahri

Committee Conveners

National Conference on Library and Information Science (NCLIS):
Ms. Thushara Wanasinghe
Committee on Monitoring and Assigning in Implementation of Strategy Plan (COMAISP):
Mr. Sunil Premarathne

JVYominated Lxecutive Committee YNembers
Ms. Varuni Ganagabadaarachchi

Mr. M.N. Ravikumar
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Libraries, Departments, Institutions: Workshops,
Training programmes, and Outreach activities

331

(Ine-day workshop on Application of Aprtificial (Jntelligence
in [ibrary Sevvice £xecution

To empower library professionals to meet the ev-
er-growing demands of information technology in
their daily service delivery, a one-day workshop on
“Application of Artificial Intelligence in Library Ser-
vice Execution” was successfully conducted at the au-
ditorium of Lady Ridgeway Children’s Hospital, Co-
lombo, on 23rd September 2025. This was organized
by the government librarians’ group of the SLLA, led
by Ms. Menaka Subasinghe, the convener ofthe group.

The resource person was Professor Ruwan
Gamage, from the National Institute of Library
and Information Sciences, University of Co-
lombo. His insights provided valuable perspec-
tives, and the positive outcome was clearly re-
flected by the active participation of library
professionals from all corners of the country.

The success of this initiative was further
strengthened by the unwavering sup-
port of the Hon. President of the Sri Lan-
ka Library Association, Mr. Sugath Gu-
nathilake, General Secretary Ms. Vishaka
Narmada, Vice President Ms. Givon Yani-
ka, group members including Ms. Mena-
ka Subasinghe, Mr. Prasad Welikannage,
Ms. Lakmini Priyadarshani, Ms. Buddhi
Maheka, Mr. Rajitha Kumarasinghe, and
the committed staff of the Association. (28

Through this event, the SLLA ignited

the transformation of user-centered [l
library services, setting new bench-
marks with artificial intelligence.
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A Workshop on (IpenRiblio :
A Libvary Automation Software

The Special Library Group of the Sri Lanka Library Association successful-
ly conducted a workshop on OpenBiblio (OB) Library Automation Software on
22nd & 23rd August 2025 at the Bandaranaike Centre for International Stud-
ies (BCIS). the resource person was Mr. M.A.M. Fahri, the Librarian at Naleemi-
ah Institute of Islamic Studies. A total of 21 participants attended and gained
hands-on experience with the Open Biblio software. All participants received valu-
able certificates and enriched their practical knowledge in library automation.
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One-Day Treaining FIvogram
for ( Newly Llected Council YNembers

The Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA) success- I'-j
fully conducted a One-Day TrainingProgram for its &

newly elected Council Members on 2nd August 2025
at the Auditorium of the Colombo Public Library. The
main objective of the training was to provide guid-
ance, share experiences, and offer practical insights
to help the new Council Members effectively perform
their roles and responsibilities within the Associa-
tion. The program commenced with a Welcome and
Introduction by Mr. Sugath Gunatilaka, President of
SLLA, followed by a series of insightful sessions

conducted by eminent past and present leaders of the Association.

e Principles and Procedures — Ms. Deepali Thalagala, Past President, SLLA

e Workload Balance - Ms. Nadeeka Ratnabahu, Past General Secretary, SLLA

e Financial and Budget Management — Mr. Anton Nallathambi, Treasurer, SLLA

e Information and Communication - Ms. Shivanthi Weerasinghe, Past President, SLLA
e SLLA History and Education Programs - Dr. Ananda Tissa, Past President, SLLA

The sessions were interactive and informative,
offering participants valuable knowledge and
practical understanding of the Association’s op-
erations, financial management, and communi-
cation strategies.

‘| The program concluded successfully with pos-
itive feedback from participants, marking an-
other step forward in strengthening the leader-
ship and governance capacity of the Sri Lanka
Library Association.

nleimatian ang
Machve communicalion, and -
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04 _feature Aprticle

Standardizing Sinhala Author Names in the Digital Age: Challenges
and Future Directions

Ven. Demunnewe Upali
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As Sri Lankan libraries advance toward fully automated and digital environments, new chal-
lenges have emerged in managing bibliographic data with accuracy and consistency. One
of the most prominent among these is the representation of Sinhala author names within
online catalogues. With library systems like Koha now widely adopted, the complexities of
Sinhala linguistic structure often clash with the rigid technical demands of automated cata-
loguing. The result is an environment where author names appear in multiple forms, search
results become unreliable, and users feel increasingly frustrated. This featured article offers
a reader-friendly exploration of these challenges and presents new insights into enhancing
author name authority control in Sri Lankan libraries.

Authority control is at the very heart of bibliographic and information management as far
as consistency, accuracy, and reliability of names, titles, and subjects go in library catalogues
and digital information systems. It establishes standardized, authorized forms for access
points and collocates all variant forms to these preferred entries, enabling precise and ef-
ficient information retrieval. According to Jeng (2002), authority control is pivotal in in-
creasing search precision by maintaining uniform headings; yet this is quite contrary to
the approach that online databases have taken, which emphasizes speed, keyword search-
ing, and flexible interfaces at the expense of strict standardization, sacrificing sometimes
some retrieval accuracy for user convenience. With the expansion of digital libraries, au-
thority control also took a broader role within the evolving world of metadata. According to
Borbinha (2009), metadata, whether of a bibliographic, administrative, or preservation na-
ture, depends upon authority structures that can assure their interoperability in heteroge-
neous digital environments, especially with the adoption of Metadata Encoding and Trans-
mission Standard (METS) and Moving Picture Experts Group - 21 (MPEG-21) frameworks
by libraries to deal with different types of digital resources. This digital shift did not solve
the intellectual problems posed by authority work. Wisniewski states of the challenges cat-
aloguers are facing when they have to establish name or subject authority records in unfa-
miliar foreign languages or unfamiliar subject domains; however, Wisniewski proves that
effective authority control is feasible using established cataloguing tools, national authority
files, and trusted online resources, combined with logical reasoning. Authority control has
enjoyed quite an evolution path across years. Buizza (2004) relates its beginnings in the
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1961 Paris Principles-initially oriented to uniform headings-through successive phases
to technological innovation, the passing from card catalogues to digital ones, and to the
recent, rather diverse passage to global, web-based cataloguing systems. This path should
mean a progressive shifting from stiff, localized rules toward an integrated and flexible
international approach. A main player in such an international setting is IFLA, whose work
since the 1970s, illustrated by Plassard, has ranged from creating international authori-
ty lists to devising standardized cataloging rules, up to proposing the UNIMARC author-
ity format to enable the circulation of authority data between nations. Nevertheless, the
question of efficiency arising from the particularly time-consuming nature of authority
control Kulczak’s investigation of OCLC copy cataloguing showed that most headings were
already matching existing authority records, and the University of Arkansas Libraries de-
cided to cut down its front-end authority checks while still retaining necessary controls
through post-processing review. That proves the point that while certain authority tasks
are wasteful, keeping authoritative filing is absolutely essential in long-term catalog main-
tenance. Regarding the future, authority control debates center on what model best suits
standardization. Snyman and Jansen van Rensburg (2000) discuss the traditional NACO
program and the ISAN model, which hopes to attain universality through the use of unique
alphanumeric identifiers assigned to authors. Their comparison seems to show that ISAN
might offer a more universally applicable or effective system since it bypasses linguistic
and cultural differences of word-based headings. Authority control thus emerges as a dy-
namic and evolving system for information organization in both traditional and digital
contexts, balancing intellectual rigor, technological adaptation, and global collaboration.

Authority control is vital for organizing information and ensuring the reliability of a cata-
logue. Its core function is to ensure that every author, subject, or title is represented under
a single, consistent, and standardized name. When the principle of consistent authori-
ty control is not followed, the same person can appear under multiple variations in the
catalogue. This often happens due to different transliteration patterns or simple spelling
errors, particularly with names from languages like Sinhala, as shown in these examples:

e Pafinananda (Standardized Form) may appear as: Pannananda, pagngnananda

e Vijesuriya (Standardized Form) may appear as: Vijesuriya, Vijesooriya, Wijesuriya,
Wijesooriya

e Vijesimha (Standardized Form) may appear as: Vijesinghe, Vijesingha, Wijesinghe,
Wijesingha

e Abhayastriya (Standardized Form) may appear as: Abayasuriya, Abhayasuriya Abha-
yasooriya

e Patabandige (Standardized Form) may appear as: Patabandige, Patabendige, Pataba-
dige

e vikramasimha (Standardized Form) may appear as: Vikramasinha, Vikramasinha,
Wikramasinha, Wikramasinha, Vickramasinha, Vickramasinha, Wickramasinha,
Wickramasinha

e Sénaviratna (Standardized Form) may appear as: Senaviratna, Seneviratna, Senavi-
ratne, Seneviratne, Senavirathna, Senevirathna, Senawirathna.

This inconsistency leads to scattered search results and unnecessary confusion. Users
searching for a familiar author often fail to retrieve all relevant materials because cata-
loguers have used different, non-standardized entries. In an age where people expect fast
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and accurate information retrieval, inconsistent name entries directly weaken both cata-
logue reliability and user trust. Effective authority control is therefore fundamental to a
high-quality, dependable information system. Part of the difficulty arises from the linguis-
tic richness of Sinhala personal names. Sinhala names frequently include multiple compo-
nents—patronymics, initials, and long surnames—which do not always correspond neatly
to Roman script conventions used in automated systems. Features such as long vowels, op-
tional diacritical marks, and combined consonants further complicate transliteration and
indexing. Additionally, the coexistence of several Romanization traditions—colonial spell-
ings, modern phonetic spelling, and Unicode-based transliteration—results in unpredict-
able name forms being entered into cataloguing databases. Such complexities make it clear
that Sinhala personal names require careful attention when integrated into ILMS platforms.

Across Sri Lankan libraries, several recurring issues are evident in the management of Sin-
hala author names. The most significant challenge is inconsistent transliteration. Different
cataloguers follow different spelling preferences, producing multiple Romanized versions
of the same name across institutions. Software limitations also contribute to the problem.
Although Koha supports Unicode, Sinhala search functions sometimes fail when encounter-
ing diacritics, ligatures, or variant character renderings. A further issue is the absence of an
updated national authority file. The existing printed list, contains only older authors and is
not compatible with today’s digital catalogues. Additionally, many cataloguers have limited
training in authority control, especially in areas related to RDA, MARC 21, and non-Roman
script management. This leads to inconsistent cataloguing practices from library to library.

To address these challenges, several practical improvements can be adopted. A major need
is the establishment of a national standard for Sinhala transliteration. A guideline based
on a simplified adaptation of ISO 15919 would reduce spelling variations and help main-
tain uniformity across catalogues. Equally important is the development of a digital Sinhala
name authority database that is regularly updated and accessible to all libraries. Such a
resource would allow cataloguers to verify the correct form of an author’s name and reduce
duplication. Enhancing Sinhala support within ILMS platforms is also crucial. By collab-
orating with open-source developers, libraries can improve indexing rules, refine search
behavior, and introduce plugins that highlight authorized name forms during cataloguing.
Training is another essential component. Regular workshops and online modules focusing
on authority control, transliteration, and RDA-based record creation would ensure greater
consistency across the sector.

International initiatives such as VIAF (Virtual International Authority File) and ISNI (Inter-
national Standard Name Identifier) offer models that Sri Lanka can learn from. While these
systems cannot be applied directly without adaptation, they demonstrate the importance
of shared, interoperable authority structures. A localized system inspired by these frame-
works would greatly strengthen name consistency while preserving the cultural unique-
ness of Sinhala names.

Ultimately, authority control is not merely a technical function, it is a reflection of how li-
braries respect and preserve the identity of the authors who shape our national literature.
As Sri Lankan libraries shift toward more advanced digital environments, ensuring the ac-
curate and consistent representation of Sinhala names is essential for improving informa-
tion access. By embracing standardized transliteration, digital authority tools, enhanced
ILMS features, and continuous professional training, libraries can effectively bridge the gap

9
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between linguistic complexity and automation. This will lead to more reliable catalogues,
more satisfied users, and a more inclusive future for Sri Lanka’s knowledge landscape.
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Library in Focus: An Introduction to a library

The Library of Medical Research Institute operates under the Ministry of Health. This li-
brary was established by Dr. Aldo Castellani, a medical scholar who worked in Sri Lanka in
the 1903s. It has been a great help to doctors and public health workers to obtain health-re-
lated specialized information. This library obtained a special grade on 22nd November
1994. Currently, the size of the library collection is around 13,000 books and magazines.

Vision

Library of the Medical Research Institute will be creating and delivering high
quality. user focused information resources and services to support and facilitate all
the researchers in the field of human and animal health and creating the most

dynamic leaming environment.

Mission

Services and Resources

The Library of the Medical Research Institute (MRI) is a spe- 7
cialized center designed to support the advancement of med- /
ical science through access to information, research facil- /
itation, and professional training. It combines traditional
library functions with modern information services to meet
the needs of researchers, medical professionals, and students.
[t maintains national publications such as the MRI Bulle-
tin and Newsletter, as well as international research pa-
pers that connect local scientists with global knowledge. |}
The subject focus of the library includes scientific research
and policy documents relevant to human and animal health.
Users benefit from interlibrary loan services, enabling ac-
cess to materials from other institutions, and the British
Council lending service, which expands access to interna-
tional resources. In addition, the library provides access to
the Internet, book binding, preservation of library materi-
als, literature searching, and reference services, particularly
aimed at external users such as biochemistry and MD trainees.

Library Contact Information
Opening Hours: Monday to Friday 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Institution: Medical Research Institute, Borella.

Email: mudithanganil2@gmail.com Mudithangani Subasinghe
Librarian

Medical Research Institute

11
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(115 Publications, Awards and Achievements

6.1 JZook [/ aunch

Sedmmc v Swpom Bewed cwbe (Principles of Library and e
Information Science) compiled by Dr. G. D. Amarasiri, Former gsm@
Director, National Library and Documentation Services Board o

has been published as a Sarasavi publication. This book written = Segisa Szmed §edbd
in Sinhala contains information on areas like types of libraries, DO B, B, ¢O8E
library services, library management activities, library policies, |

library co-operation, Indigenous knowledge, information litera-
cy, human resources development in libraries, international pol-
icies, standards and guidelines in library and information field,
international projects related to library and information field,
contribution of libraries in education process,, library legisla-
tion, library building planning and international organizations
related to library and information field. This book is especially
useful to library and information science students, library pro-
fessionals and general readers who are interested in library activities.

6.2 Awards

Vishaka Narmada Receives Honored to Receive the Angela Bersekowski Grant
to Attend- IFLA WLIC 2025

Ms. Vishaka Narmada, General Secretary of the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA), was
awarded the Angela Bersekowski Grant and participated in the IFLA World Library and
Information Congress (WLIC) 2025 held in August in Astana, Kazakhstan. The grant recog-
nized her professional contribution to the library and information sector. During the con-
gress, she took part in key sessions, engaged in discussions on emerging trends, and inter-
acted with professionals from around the world. She also shared insights on Sri Lanka’s
library initiatives and explored opportunities for international collaboration. Her participa-
tion strengthened Sri Lanka'’s visibility within the global library community.
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Outreach activities

“5y92 eedes Beid BE @IS ey GEPICBIRLHed
Silelehlelekd
(43" “Meet an Expert” programme of the National Library of
$ri Lanka)

Mrs. Dilhani Munasinghe was invited as a 3 Prosramme Lol LIERARY
distinguished speaker at the 43rd “Meet anEx- eet an ert | )

pert” programme, held on 30th July 2025 at the ¢y00 Bemd e

National Library and Documentation Services & ce0Ls GHOMEMICHES

Board (NLDSB) Auditorium. Her lecture, enti- 2%@@06a”

tled "> eedcs Bevd BE wIH® DL 2mmh“mﬁmm

geomcmBoBed mbowide” (The Role of the 92 899910 avehmdent
Clinical Medical Librarian in Modern Medical | TIE—
Science), offered a timely and insightful explo- Pascode 9735408
ration of the evolving responsibilities of infor-

shemaDE o st nuss

mation specialists in healthcare environments e £ e

in Sri Lanka.The presentation highlighted key

strategies for strengthening clinical librarianship, with particular emphasis on evidence-based
practice, interdisciplinary collaboration, and professional skill development. Mrs. Munasing-
he also addressed pressing issues such as the promotion of health literacy, upholding ethical
standards in medical information services, and innovative approaches to integrating librari-
ans within clinical teams. The event was streamed live via the NLDSB'’s official Facebook plat-
form, reaching a wide national audience of information and healthcare professionals. The par-
ticipants found this lecture as a significant contribution to the ongoing professional dialogue
on the strategic development and formal recognition of clinical librarianship within the Sri
Lankan context. Mrs. Padma Bandaranayake, Director of the National Library, and Mrs Anoma
Wijesinghe, Deputy Director/Reader Services Division, organized this as part of the “Meet an
Expert” lecture series.

Library Management for $chool

Librarians
A workshop titled “Library Management for School Librarians”
organized by the Akuressa Pradeshiya Sabha was successfully
held on 29th September 2025 at the Auditorium of the Akuressa
Pradeshiya Sabha. The program was conducted for school librar- " !
ians of the Akuressa Educational Zone, with the participation of
nearly 80 library staff members. Ms. Sakunthala Senevirathna,
Senior Assistant Librarian of the University of Ruhuna, served as
the resource person for the event. The workshop cov-
ered a wide range of essential areas, including book
acquisition, basic classification and cataloguing, circu- o
lation procedures, library services, basic conservation
and preservation techniques, withdrawal of library
materials, and library activities. The session provided {4
valuable insights into enhancing the effectiveness and ;

sustainability of school library management.
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Reading Promotion Activities

A series of reading promotion programs for school children took place in the Hakmana area
during September 2025, with Ms. Sakunthala Senevirathna, Senior Assistant Librarian at the
University of Ruhuna, serving as the resource person. These programs were organized by pub-
lic and school libraries to encourage reading habits, creativity, and effective use of library re-
sources among young learners.

A Reading Camp organized by the Hakmana Pradeshiya Sabha in collaboration with the Hak-
mana Public Library was held on 26th September 2025 at the Public Library Auditorium, at-
tracting nearly 120 school children. Another Reading Camp, organized by the Ellewala Public
Library of the Hakmana Pradeshiya Sabha on 16th September 2025, engaged around 50 pri-
mary students through activities such as learning proper book-handling skills, poems, story-
telling, and creative drawing. In addition, Hakmana Buddha Jayanthi Vidyalaya conducted a
Storytelling Hour on 24th September 2025, with the enthusiastic participation of about 250
primary students, featuring interactive storytelling followed by a drawing session.

Across all three events, Ms. Senevirathna contributed to enhancing children’s reading interest
and creative expression, supporting community efforts to build a strong reading culture with-
in the region.
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Any other News 08

8.1 SLLA Organizes Farewell for Mr. Wijaya Premadar;hc_mcl

On behalf of the Sri Lanka Library Association, a farewell was held for g ”
Mr. Wijaya Premadarshana in appreciation of his dedicated service as
Administrative Secretary of the Sri Lanka Library Association. His con-
tributions over the past two years in this position were deeply valued,
and his commitment, professionalism, and tireless efforts have left a | \
lasting impact on the Association. '

Ll
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8.2 SLLA Team Participates in OPA
g Inter-Association Six-A-Side Cricket

¥ Tournament 2025
| The Organization of Professional Associations of Sri
Lanka (OPA) held its annual Inter-Association Six-A-Side
Softball Cricket Tournament on 21st September 2025 at
the Thurstan College Ground. The event was organized

I as part of the Social Event Outreach Programs of the
OPA Young Professionals Committee. The Sri Lanka Library Assoc1at10n SLLA) fielded a
team for the tournament, showcasing active participa- - -
tion in professional social sports events. The SLLA team
comprised Mr. V.P.P. Welikanna (Team Leader), Mr. M.G.A. |
Thilanka, Mr. P.D. Manamperi, Mr. M.A.M. Fahri, Mr. Aruna {4
Liyanage, Mr. Mahinda Amarasiri, Mr. W.P. Dileepa Dhar-
masiri, and Mr. G.G.R. Prabath. The tournament created an
opportunity for networking and fellowship among mem-
bers of various professional associations.

8.3 101 Anniversary of $ri Vajirarama Library Celebrated

The 101** Anniversary Celebration of the Sri Vajirarama Library was held on 15th July 2025
at the library’s premises. The event was attended by several
distinguished guests, including Dr. Ratna Sri Wijesinghe, Chair-
man of the National Library and Documentation Service Board;
Mr. W. Sunil, Director of the National Library and Documenta-
tion Service Board; and Mr. Sugath Gunathilaka, President of
the Sri Lanka Library Association. The ceremony marked an "
important milestone in the library’s long-standing contribu- [
tion to community learning and information services. ;
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