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Abstract
Directories of libraries or librarians could be used as a valuable source of information in

making decisions and given information related to various aspects of librarianship. However,
the usability of such directories becomes limited due to the lack of coverage of all libraries or
librarians concerned and not being up to date. In such situations, decisions taken based on
such sources of information become problematic or unjustifiable.
This researcher has identified the need to examine the directories compiled so far as a
preliminary step in compiling a new directory of librarians/Library professionals in Sri
Lanka. Accordingly, the objective of the study is to introduce to the library professionals the
concept of the library directories and the need for keeping them up to date. It also aimed to
convince them that furnishing of individual information to compile library directories as one
of their responsibilities. Information on each directory condensed and presented separately
under each title. This research article is presented based on a study of twenty-six (26)
directories published from 1980 to 2018 under the theme. Print copies of library directories
held in the Academic and Research divisions of the National Library Services Board, the
Colombo Public Library, D.S. Senanayaka Memorial Public Library and the Library of Sri
Lanka, National Achieves and Sri Lanka Institute of Development Administration have been
used for data collection. In addition, website of the Sri Lanka Library Association and the
Directory of ULA members published on the website of the University Librarians’
Association of Sri Lanka perused. The contents of directories verified with the use of
secondary sources information for evaluation. Certain directories were compiled with just
mentioning the name, address and phone numbers of the library, while some others have
included information related to the library, such as library resources, services, library users,
software used, library staff, library infrastructure, annual budget allocations etc. With the
advent of Information and Communication Technologies in libraries it was observed to
provide more systematic directories. The compilation of library directories is not a simple
task. In order to give a subjective approach, a great amount of dedication, involvement, and
cooperation is essential. Although it is difficult to publish library directories in print form,
publishing them on electronic form is not that difficult. However, it is to be stressed here that
continuous revision and updating is essential.
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©18x38® - Introduction
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RDcEIBWO gD 0NOBw 15IB) »HO, BBmw evd OB WOy FNES eLIBS EEL

e300 eym. (Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary, 2003 ( 8. 344) ece ¢ ¢ a».
500EwE BEACD ¢iBDw B »O wdEHc®m BELDOmWE 5O,
“Directory - a book listing individuals or organization alphabetically or thematically
with details such as names, addresses and telephone numbers”. ece ¢iHds wiBe.
000 BIOMHOEO @m0 BBR @wnm ©8s 881 ey cocwr B88ewg WJ @B
NDEOE asInlon O 0m0RGRE H0vde amd W@ DEs B8Eae BELOmed

aIn8On ¢e® ¢ eDm ©D. YEHWIE B0 @mD 5OEwWS Wi 8D HICED

8D IC B0 3¢@0DD gm0 @b e gr¥en e®edn.

“A book containing lists of names of residents, organizations or business houses in a town, a
group of towns or a country, in alphabetical order, and/or in order of situation in reads, or of
firms in trade classifications arranged in alphabetical order; or of professional people,
manufacturers or business houses in a particular tread or profession”. (Harrods’s Librarian
Glossary, 2018).
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seduven 030 - Research Problem

@Dewd PBHDOC DO wHBW 000 @lded owd 0D YWIADOE DO PWBHB
eESDDICE 00T 3EHICWIRBADI BO®IBTR @ORC; @ewd B BEHsT E=0 EBNED.
D C/GEDDICBIRSBOCIEY BEDEC @000 50 DEwm $OGwewsy A OO
OB@D BOB HO @05 BV O B GO@B @O FHE PEDICBIRBBeOSY
EOOBY OO o e®s ound By mEiCW Wde®sl 9EE) 8300 WBwWD ©OA.
E0 05 yEDE Y YEHDICBIRBHOT BOITTR NIDE BOBO OWSEHHHDD cuwd8
05y @m0 YEmEE 0wl YEnICed8s B8ERDE 000 G HB® ¢t 52OE wmes
BIO gm0 DO, & Comd NE YEDE 0wl YPEPDICWABBBE we®TVewsy ¢

100


https://doi.org/10.4038/sllr.v39i2.82

Journal of Sri Lanka Library Review, Volume 39, Issue II, June 2025, 97-115
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4038/sllr.v39i2.82
BN 5NDE Y& reww yOr:mde 7, OO NDOEDE @O gHE BwWE ©mCH

a3 8end wdBe 7, 01 BosIncd wdnemExm Dsiesic? wirim slodven ©®OED o
B®ITW y&id» eRe dw wBw®.

gAvemed vyd® - Background of the Research
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gswmed go@eq -Aims of the Research
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seduven p@edew - Research Methodology

@® oo d88B® ¢D @wics GBS 52OE BBww (20) Biem e®OE®D YIS Om
gswmes WO 8. O O 2@0Eed QenOm ©w yOesOm 20 B¢
dBeoCuent O 8. 0OHE OO 0OE wmed @20 B OGBw  FWBLHWD B WOB
G¢ and, 98 arinbom em0nd ww S 88un mO By 5w amd O6 eHI® oo
OwE® EmMORTT gDEBHN @Y OB CAB ¢? W WOy EWETH gDWIB® ©wWId W8T OB
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Owdm  YEPES, DHNOS 8.0, erNrNe®m aMNEOce OWen HyEmIC®, KB
eCINOBB® ©dned®sInd 8w § Como w08Wm ©8IEy WD YEHICH RO
s0BD 8 @O s3RE»® Wwo» 8. 80 @@mID § oo yEmmE wen®ed (SLLA)
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sbeduven 8053 - Limitation of the Research
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OeE® 5B yEH®IC Y YoCID 0w CeBE® O8sY 5008 der §Rwd B @20
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Dwo By 05 OO mwnmed slodven FoRwW ©Y GLBIBD) GoRw BRD OB NOOE
80 1O BBOO EedO On W 83K BEEEH® DE 0OE Y& reww B Swe.

2OEOE a8 yewdsm - Advantages of a Directory

N@DEwm ;B yowldm we®aATTVews’ wimddh WO I DO On ©wecwsl gdomOm
Oreosed. d wden, yEHmE 0DEwm OB DoT®O ©OITTVD DWrtade
ed®dm Dcede, (2013)yeEnme DadBmesy 8Ede 50@0Eed ewvidienB o®edd
wewsy O e».

“ The latest publication of this nature is the “Directory of Library Professionals in Sri
Lanka”. This Directory is useful in different ways, It is useful in searching Information on
resource persons for training programms, workshops, seminars etc. This kind of sources are
useful in policy making and implementation of programmes for the benefit of Library

Professionals”- Balasooriya, (2013).

& Comn HBm yEmE ¥ YolFom odh Ve 08 ymawd sumd gf 2dHn
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“ ... @® @m0 KB yEDIC 0D EH® B0 OO, & J @®r1m:0DED
OBV OB Bea ey w3 eOHS edBw 83ED PWHDOE HYEDE 90805 H»OYR
OO, 0wced o® 8BEac coIW cWon 8B8uE® odBw ¥ DodBw @wHHHORID
yewddm»Ow . ... 7 - @madws, (1988).

gEDE 500Eed @B yewddm @ITTNO ¢l ¢®c88, (1994) e®ed ymn »J &».
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“A publication of this kind will be useful not only to the librarians but also to the writers,

publishers and relevant government institutions. Further, this could be used as a reference

source for the distribution of publication. - Amarasiri, (1994).

gEDCE 200Bwm Do »O BEACD gonim owznd ewded, (2010) acwe w3
g o®ews.
“The directory could be used as a basic information tool to identify and gain access to

libraries in Sri Lanka”. - Hewage, (2010).

BBOR 8w DO - Results and Discussion
0O® gWBBHIGO KD WOD C¢ Y NOEOE yYIBD ¥Bd anD SdeCs e »E B
o®etdw.
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[Jorsto)

B ®ag Boos oces

G 8w 3. YWB® Dods gD 5308

& Comed Bgd D00 yEPE NOEE wmEd BAyesy 1980 &w. &w Directory of

Social Science Libraries, 5@ 8w. adswme e 905 ®OD CE 5208 svn ¢ed.

(308> D88 ¢y BEDEO evg 0 am).

eBemE 8¢ 0D C1@ C DD nEE B0 yEHIE 2OE ecmE BEowg BE®D
8d@s ¢ did o8 sOBm OO ¢ ECRT; @rENOCme B, § Como YEBIC ®o
yeCom oK Pedtdew ©&xsY Online Library Directory in Sri Lanka wewoy § @ommo
geEdmmE wen®w @8z Membership Directory e ¢rfm ded mo®n3 ©o7B.
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Source: Survey Data
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