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The International Conference 
on Library and Information 
Science (ICLIS 2025) was held 
on June 26th and 27th 2025, at 
the University of Peradeniya, 
bringing together a global 
community of library and 
information science 
professionals, scholars, and 
academics. The conference was 
jointly organized by the Sri 
Lanka Library Association 
(SLLA), the Library of the 
University of Peradeniya, the 
and the National Science Foundation (NSF) of Sri Lanka. The Sri Lanka Convention Bureau also extended its support 
to this significant event. 
 
The conference theme was “Libraries as Pillars of Sustainable Socio-Cultural Capital,” highlighting the evolving and 
multifaceted roles of libraries in preserving cultural heritage, fostering intellectual engagement, promoting lifelong 
learning, and supporting sustainable societal development. 
 
The inaugural session took place at the Diamond Jubilee Hall of the Faculty of Agriculture, University of Peradeniya 
while the technical sessions were conducted across eight parallel tracks at the Department of Geography and the 
Main Library premises of University. The conference received 114 abstracts, of which 71 were accepted, published 
in the conference proceedings, and presented by both local and international scholars under the following eight 
sub-themes: 
 

• Emerging Trends in Information 

Services 

• Empowering Tourism and Driving 

Growth 

• Transformative Leadership in 

Librarianship 

• IT Applications, Data Privacy, and 

Ethics in Information Access 

• Library Outreach and Education in a 

Dynamic World 

• Safeguarding Cultural Heritage for 

Future Generations 

• Open Access and E-Learning as Tools 

for Library Innovation 

• Connecting Library and Information 

Communities in the Digital and AI Era 

 
1. International Conference on Library and Information Science (ICLIS 2025) at 

University of Peradeniya 
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        More than 70 international participants from countries including India, Bangladesh, Nepal, the United  
Kingdom, and the Maldives attended the conference. In addition, over 80 local library professionals participated, 
making the event a vital platform for the exchange of ideas, collaborative learning, and professional development 
in the field of Library and Information Science. 

 
The Chief Guest of ICLIS 2025 was Prof. Terrence 
Madhujith, Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Peradeniya. The Keynote Address was delivered 
by Prof. R. Balasubramani of Bharathidasan 
University, India. Rev. Dr. Isabella Rajakumari, 
Principal of Holy Cross College, India, graced the 
occasion as Guest of Honour, while Prof. Liyanage 
Amarakeerthi, an award-winning literary scholar 
from the University of Peradeniya, delivered a 
special Guest Speech.  
 

 

 

 

A Special Invitee to the conference was Her Excellency Ms. V.S. Saranya, Assistant High Commissioner of India. 
Prof. Ranjith Pallegama, Deputy Vice-Chancellor of the University of Peradeniya, also participated as a 
Distinguished Guest. Other invitees included Deans, Directors, and Heads of Departments of the University of 
Peradeniya, along with council members of the SLLA and representatives of the National Science Foundation of Sri 
Lanka. 

 
Dr. Preethi Liyanage, President of the Sri Lanka Library 
Association, Mr. Sugath Gunathilake, President-Elect, 
Ms. Nadeeka Rathnabahu, General Secretary and the 
respective council members graced the occasion. The 
conference was chaired by Dr. R. Maheswaran, 
Librarian of University of Peradeniya. Mr. B.N.G.S. 
Premarathne served as the Conference Secretary and 
Ms. Sureni Weerasinghe served as the Editor-in-Chief 
of the conference proceedings.  
 

The National Science Foundation (NSF) was the main partner of the event. It was sponsored by the Sri Lanka 
Convention Bureau, Elsevier India, Balani Infotech India, DrillBit India, and Noolaham.com. 
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The 65th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA) was held with great enthusiasm 
on 27th June 2025, at the Diamond Jubilee Hall, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Peradeniya. The event brought 
together a vibrant gathering of approximately 234 members from across the country, reflecting the strength and 
unity of the library and information science community in Sri Lanka. 
 
This AGM marked another significant chapter in the history of the Sri Lanka Library Association, as it was conducted 
for the first time outside Colombo. This milestone also reaffirms the Association’s commitment to fostering 
professional growth, innovation, and collaboration within the library and information science sector. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. 65th Annual General Meeting of the Sri Lanka Library Association 
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         Highlights of the Event 

• Chief Guest: 

The AGM was graced by the presence of Professor Saman Seneweera, Chairman of the National Science 

Foundation of Sri Lanka, who delivered an inspiring address emphasizing the pivotal role of libraries in 

advancing knowledge and supporting national development. 

• Leadership and Council Attendance: 

The meeting was presided over by Dr. Preethi Liyanage, President of SLLA, with Mrs. R.M. Nadeeka 

Rathnabahu, General Secretary, and all council members in attendance. Their collective presence 

underscored the association’s commitment to professional excellence and collaborative leadership. 

• Membership Participation: 

The strong turnout of members highlighted the continued engagement and dedication of the SLLA 

community to the advancement of the profession. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appointment of New Office Bearers 

A key highlight of the AGM was the appointment of new office bearers for the year 2025/2026: 

• President: Mr. Sugath Gunathilake 

• General Secretary: Ms. K.A. Vishaka Narmada 
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         The SLLA extends its heartfelt congratulations to the newly appointed President and General Secretary. The 
association looks forward to their leadership and vision in steering the organization towards new milestones in 
the coming year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements 

The SLLA expresses its sincere 
appreciation to all outgoing 
office bearers for their 
dedicated service and 
invaluable contributions over 
the past year. Special thanks 
are also extended to the 
organizing committee and the 
Faculty of Agriculture, 
University of Peradeniya, for 
their support in making the 
event a resounding success. 

  

                                                                  Vol.41(4), April-June 2025           ISSN 1391-2531 

06 



                               © Newsletter of the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Workshop on Research Design and Proposal Writing: Library E-Resources for Research Session 

Department of Pali and Buddhist Studies, Faculty of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, University of Ruhuna, conducted a five-day 
workshop on "Research Design and Proposal Writing". On the 
fourth day, held on 19th June 2025, Ms. Sakunthala 
Senevirathna, Senior Assistant Librarian, University of Ruhuna, 
led an insightful session on “Library E-Resources for Research”. 
Her contribution helped students enhance their research skills 
by understanding how to access, evaluate, and utilize various 
digital academic tools and databases. 

  

3.1 Academic Library Group
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SLLA School Library Committee Hosts Insightful Online Discussion on Issues faced by school library staff  

The School Library Committee of the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA) successfully conducted a timely and 
perceptive appears too often online discussion titled "Problems in School Library Posts" on 7th April 2025 via 
Google Meet. The session brought together 117 participants from across the country, including professionals, 
academics, and school library staff, reflecting the growing national interest in strengthening the school library 
system in Sri Lanka. 

The panel featured an esteemed group of resource persons: 

➢ Senior Prof. W. A. Weerasooriya 
➢ Prof. Ruwan Gamage 
➢ Mr. Uditha Alahakoon 
➢ Mr. Mihira Aravinda 

The event was graced by the President, General Secretary, and Council Members of the Sri Lanka Library 
Association. The welcome address was delivered by Mrs. D.R. Chandima Dissanayake, Convener of the SLLA School 
Library Group. 

Key issues addressed during the session included: 

➢ Critical staff shortages in school libraries 
➢ Lack of professional recognition and structured career pathways 
➢ The pressing need for policy-level reforms and continuous professional development 

Participants actively engaged in discussion, offering practical ideas and forward-thinking solutions. A notable 
highlight was the participation of Mr. Padmasiri Thenabadu, Former Director of School Library Development, 
whose reflections provided historical context and strategic insight into the evolving role of school libraries. 

Organized under the SLLA School Library Group 2024/2025, the event was marked by strong leadership, seamless 
technical facilitation, and a shared commitment to educational equity through enhanced library services. The use 
of Google Meet allowed for wide participation and accessibility. 

In line with its ongoing efforts to foster professional collaboration, the SLLA School Library Group 2024/2025 has 
also launched a nationwide WhatsApp communication initiative.  

 

3.2 School Library Group                                                                                                    
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          This includes:  

➢ One main WhatsApp group connecting school librarians island-wide 
➢ Nine additional groups, each representing provinces of the country  

Together, these groups now include nearly 350 members, enabling broad representation and active participation 
from school library staff across the country.  

These platforms aim to: 

➢ Facilitate effective information sharing 

➢ Encourage professional networking 
➢ Support coordinated national development efforts for school libraries 

This dual effort combining engaging discussions and digital community building marks a significant milestone in 
the movement to elevate the status, quality, and impact of school libraries in Sri Lanka. Participants expressed 
deep appreciation to SLLA for its leadership and vision in providing meaningful, accessible platforms for advocacy, 
learning, and collaboration. 

  

Public library group 2024/2025 organized a seminar on “Responsibilities, developing attitudes and new trends of 
public library professionals” was held on 02.04.2025 in Akmeemana Divisional Secretariat auditorium in Galle. 
Eighty-Five public library professionals in Southern province was participated to the program. The resource person 
was Dr. R. D. Ananda Tissa, Acting Librarian, Gampaha Wickramarachchi University of Indigenous Medicine. A 
committee member Mrs. Wijayanthi Wijesinghe, librarian of Akmeemana public library, was coordinated the 
program. From this seminar the participants got knowledge about their professional responsibilities, how to 
develop their attitudes and about the new trends of public library profession. 

 

Information for Intervention: The Role of the NDDCB Library in Drug Demand Reduction 

 

 

 

Ms. Ranuri Inoka Kuruppu 

Librarian  

National Dangerous Drugs 

Control Board 
 

The National Dangerous Drugs Control Board (NDDCB) is the premier government institution in Sri Lanka mandated 
with formulating and implementing national policies and strategies related to drug control. Established under the 
National Dangerous Drugs Control Board Act No. 11 of 1984, the Board functions under the purview of 
the Ministry of Public Security and serves as the central coordinating body for drug demand and supply 
reduction efforts across the country. 

3.3 Public Library Group  

4. Library in Focus: 

Introduction of a Library  

                                                                  Vol.41(4), April-June 2025           ISSN 1391-2531 

09 



                               © Newsletter of the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA) 
 

 

Mission and Vision of the NDDCB Library 

Mission: 
To provide accurate, timely, and accessible information resources that support national efforts in the prevention, 
treatment, rehabilitation, and research of substance abuse. The library aims to empower professionals, 
researchers, educators, and students through knowledge sharing and by promoting informed decision-making in 
the field of drug demand reduction. 

Vision: 
To evolve into a national center of excellence in drug-related information services, serving as a comprehensive and 
user-friendly knowledge hub that contributes to the creation of a drug-free and well-informed society. The library 
aspires to lead through digital transformation, continuous development, and collaboration with national and 
international partners in promoting evidence-based strategies and lifelong learning. 

Within this institutional framework, the NDDCB Library plays a pivotal role in supporting drug prevention, control, 
and demand reduction initiatives. Functioning as a specialized knowledge resource center, the library serves 
researchers, professionals, policymakers, students, and other stakeholders by providing access to a comprehensive 
range of national and international publications, research studies, and statistical data related to substance use and 
intervention strategies. 

Currently, the library contributes significantly to evidence-based policymaking and awareness creation by curating 
reliable information and facilitating knowledge dissemination. It supports the outreach, treatment, and research 
divisions of the NDDCB by ensuring the availability of relevant data and literature necessary for planning and 
implementing effective programs. 

Looking toward the future, the NDDCB Library envisions its transformation into a dynamic, technology-driven 
information hub that enhances its service delivery through digital innovation and expanded accessibility. 

Library as a Special Information Center 

As a special library dedicated exclusively to substance abuse prevention, treatment, rehabilitation, and policy 
development, the NDDCB Library aligns its collection development and services with the core mission of the Board. 
It maintains a highly focused and curated collection covering areas such as: 

• Drug control and policy 
• Addiction science 
• Mental health and rehabilitation 
• Law enforcement and criminal justice 
• Social reintegration and community-based interventions 

The primary user groups of the library include: 

1. Policy makers and government officials 
2. Researchers and academics in the fields of health, criminology, and social sciences 
3. Drug counselors, educators, and treatment center staff 
4. University students specializing in public health, social work, or drug prevention 
5. Legal and law enforcement professionals involved in narcotics control 
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Library Services and Resources 

The library offers both physical and digital access to an extensive array of information resources, including: 

• National and international publications 
• Government reports and white papers 
• Training manuals and educational materials 
• Statistical reports and data visualizations 
• Multimedia content relevant to drug awareness and treatment 

Key services include: 

• Customized information support tailored to user needs 
• Reference assistance and literature searches 
• Thematic reading lists and resource packs for training and outreach 
• Remote access to digital repositories and online catalogues 

Subject Specialization and User-Focused Approach 

• Subject Focus: 
The library curates a specialized collection encompassing scientific research, policy documents, 
legal frameworks, treatment manuals, textbooks, and public health education materials. 

• User-Centered Services: 
A strong emphasis is placed on delivering tailored services such as customized information 
retrieval, reference support, and resource packs aligned with user needs. 

• Digital and Remote Access: 
Recognizing the importance of accessibility, the library provides cloud-based resources and a 
digital catalog to support users beyond physical boundaries. 

• Collaborative Networks: 
The library maintains close collaboration with national and international institutions, including 
SLSTINET and the HELLIS Network, engaging with experts in health, education, social services, 
and law enforcement to advance multi-sectoral responses to drug abuse in Sri Lanka. 

 

Library Contact Information 

Opening Hours: Monday to Friday, 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM 
Institution: National Dangerous Drugs Control Board, Rajagiriya 
Email: nddcblib@gmail.com 
Mobile: 071 669 4253 
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