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Inauguration of the Diploma in Library and Information Science in Level 1 (DIPLIS 1) 2018 Batch

Inauguration of the Diploma in Library and Information Science Level 1 offered by SLLA was held on 24thMarch 2018
at the Auditorium of the National Library and Documentation Services Board, Colombo. The President of SLLA Mrs. S.
Arulanantham, Education Officer Mrs.K.R.N. Harshani, Assistant Education Officer Mr. S. Gunathilake, some of the lecturers
of the DIPLIS course and centre coordinators participated in this event.

The President of the Sri Lanka Library Association delivered welcome address. Education Officer introduced the DIPLIS
Program in her address. Students of Colombo, Galle and Kandy centres and also students who wish to follow distance
course also participated in the Inauguration ceremony.
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Baticaloa Centre Visit

SLLA Council Members Mrs. S. Arulalantham (President) and Mrs. K.R.N. Harshani (Education Officer) visited the Baticaloa
Centre on 18th February 2018. The main objective of this visit was to meet the students who are following the Diploma
in Library & Information Science (DIPLIS) offered by SLLA and also the teaching staff of the DIPLIS course in the Baticaloa
Centre. This was the third visit made by the office bearers to identify the problems faced by the students and lecturers
with regard to infra-structure facilities, problems regarding teaching and learning activities. Discussions with students
and staff were held separately and there was active participation by both students and teaching staff. Mr. N. Ravikumar
(Centre Coordinator) coordinated this event.
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SLLA COUNCIL MEMBERS 2017/2018. (Continued from page 01)
Galle Centre Visit: Office bearers of SLLA, President Mrs. S.

President: Mrs. S. Arulanantham* Arulanantham, President Elect Dr. (Mrs.) N. Wijayasundara and
President Elect: Dr. (Mrs.) N.D. Wijayasundara* Education Officer Mrs. K.R.N.Harshani visited the Galle centre on
Immediate Past President: Dr. (Mrs.) P. Wijetunge 25th of March 2018.

Vice President: Dr. R.C.G. Gamage*
General Secretary: Ms. L. Amerasekera*
Asst. General Secretary: Mrs. |.M. Katipearachchi*
Treasurer: Mr. A. D. Nallathamby*
Education Officer: Mrs. K.R.N. Harshani*
Asst. Education Officer: Mr. K.G.S. Gunathilake*
Publications Officer: Mrs. N. D. Peiris*
Information & Public Relations Officer:

Ms. K.N.Samanthi*

Nominated Members for Council:
Dr. (Mrs.) W. Seneviratne
Mr. P.B. Gallaba

Conveners of the Professional Groups:
Academic Libraries: Dr. (Ms.) C.N.K. Alahakoon
Government Libraries: Ms. Urika Munasinghe
National Library: Mr. U. Amarasiri

Public Libraries: Mrs. V. Gangabadaarachhi
School Libraries: Mrs. Y. Geeganagamage
Special Libraries: Ms. S. Weerakoon

NACLIS Group: Dr. (Mrs.) N.D. Wijayasundara

* Executive Committee Members

Nominated Members for Executive Committee:
Mrs. D. Warnasuriya*
Mrs. S. Weerasinghe*
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Farewell to Administration Sectratary of SLLA el - : amzizzn B

Mrs. Shanthi De Alwis, Administrative Secretary of SLLA from 1990 to 2018
retired on 31st March 2018. Mrs. De Alwis, popularly known as Shanthi,
joined SLLA in 1979 as a typist clerk. In 1990 she was appointed to the post
of Administrative Secretary. During her long tenure, she managed the SLLA
Office with her customary efficiency and good public relation skills. A farewell
ceremony organized by the SLLA Council for her was held on 24.3.2018 at the
SLLA Seminar Room. President Mrs. S. Arulanantham and former Presidents
Mr. U. Amarasiri and Mrs. D. Andradi addressed the meeting and appreciated
her service on behalf of the Council and the SLLA membership. Mrs. Edna
Malkanthi spoke on behalf of the SLLA Office staff.

We wish her a happy retirement
TT—— "
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Workshop on Library Automation for Teacher Librarians
Sri Lanka Library Association successfully organized a Workshop on “Library Automation for Teacher Librarians” at
the Mahindodaya Technological Laboratory, Jaffna/Kondavil Hindu College on 15th March, 2018. The workshop was
sponsored by Provincial Department of Education, Northern Province and coordinated by Mr. S Ketheeswaren, Senior
Assistant Librarian, University of Jaffna. Altogether 45 participants from the school libraries functioning under the
purview of the Provincial Department of Education, Northern Province have participated in the programmme. Mr. K.
Selvan, Assistant Director of Education, Department of Education, Northern Province, Ms. S. Arulanantham President /
Sri Lanka Library Association graced the event as guests. The Introductory speech was delivered by Ms. S. Arulanantham,
Librarian, University of Jaffna. Mr. S. Ketheeswaren Senior Assistant Librarian, University of Jaffna and Mr. R. Kupeshan

and Mrs. T. Jenan, Assistant Librarians, University of Jaffna served as resource persons.
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The workshop covered many aspects of library automation including tools and computational environments required for
automation of libraries using Koha Library system, Open source vs. proprietary / commercial library software, Machine
Readable catalogue, Resource Description and Access (RDA). The Koha Library System was distributed to 42 computers
in the client-server environment in the laboratory. Every participant was provided with hands on facilities on the koha
system during their session time. In addition, they were allowed to practice on the same while in their schools and
residence by connecting to the same koha system via a web hosting for three consecutive days. During the feedback

session conducted at the end of the workshop participants expressed their satisfaction on the programme.
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Completion of the Sri Lanka National Bibliography (Retrospective Project)
The NLDSB held a seminar to celebrate the successful completion of its Retrospective National Bibliography project on
13th March 2018 at the National Library. The Sri Lanka National Bibliography (Retrospective) provides bibliographic
details of Sri Lankan publications of 225 year period from 1737 (the year printing was introduced to the country) to 1962
(the commencement of the current Sri Lanka National Bibliography). The final volume of this momentous publication
pertaining to 1941-1961 period was released in the event. Retrospective Bibliography project was initiated in 1992 and
it took about 26 years to complete the massive project. Those who contributed to the project were recognized by the

NLDSB at this event.

Provincial Library Seminar

A seminar on Provincial Library Services was held on 23rd February 2018
at Sabaragamuwa Provincial Central Library, Ratnapura. It was organized
by the Sabargamuwa Provincial Library Services Board (PLSB) and NLDSB.
Representatives of the Provincial Library Services Boards of Sabaragamuwa,
Central, Uva and North-Central provinces participated in the event. Dr. W.
A. Abeysinghe, Chairman/NLDSB, Mr. W. Sunil, Director General/NLDSB and
Mr. S. Kuruppuarachchi, acting Chairman, Sabaragamuwa PLSB addressed the
seminar. The Keynote address of the seminar titled ‘The Provincial Library
Service in Sri Lanka; it’s evolution and the way forward’ was delivered by
Mr. U. Amarasiri, former Director General, NLDSB.

Presentations were made by Mr. S. Kuruppuarachchi, acting PLSB Chairman
and Provincial Director of Education, Sabaragamuwa Province, Mr. A.
Jayasuriya, Director Uva PLSB, Miss W. Dilrukshi, Director, North-Central PLSBs
and a Representative of Central PLSB on the progress and challenges of the
respective Provincial Library Services and the plans for future development.
Three PLSBs (Central, Uva and Sabaragamuwa) have already established
Provincial Central Libraries in newly built modern, sprawling buildings. In
addition to the Central Library a number of other facilities including large
auditorium with modern facilities, area for exhibition, public functions and
seminars are also provided in the buildings. All the PLSBs have annual plans
and some have Strategic Plans as well. Paucity of professional staff, funds are
some of the challenges face by PLSBs at present.

Refurbishment of National Library Building
Refurbishment of the National Library Building was commenced on 7th

February 2018. Mr. S. Hettiarachchi, Secretary, Ministry of Education
participated the inaugural ceremony of the project together with
the senior architect of the ministry and staff of the NLDSB. A team of
architects attached to the Ministry of Education prepared the designs
for the refurbishment in consultation with the senior library staff of

| the NLDSB. The Rs. 250 million project is expected to be completed in

mid 2019. The original building of the National Library of Sri Lanka was
designed by UNESCO Consultant architect, late Prof. Michael Brawne
in 1974 and the building work was completed in 1988. The NLDSB
is planning to erect a new wing for the building after the current
refurbishment project is completed.
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IN FOCUS

LIBRARY AND DOCUMENTAION DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS

The Department of Census and Statistics is the National
Statistical office in Sri Lanka mainly responsible for collection and
dissemination of statistical data requirements of the government
especially for policy formation and decision-making and for other
data users.

I

Library and Documentation Division, being one of the main
technical divisions in the Department, plays a vital role in
providing inthe Department, plays avital role in providing relevant
information to enhance knowledge & of the departmental officers
and thereby fulfilling vision & mission of the Department.

Library and Documentation division is responsible for acquiring published documents of the Department, preserving
them and providing necessary information to Department officers, Government bodies, Government policy makers,
researchers, university students, school students and the general public.

The Department library consists of a wide spectrum of documents containing main subject areas such as statistics,
measuring methodologies, national accounts, inflation & price, MDG indicators, population, Education, Health, Income
& Expenditure, poverty, Agriculture, labour force, industries, trade, sample surveys, computer technology, census
history and global census data including sociology (general), Economic and Management and other large number of
selected subject fields and also the special editions of census reports of United Nations which therefore can be called as
an exclusive library among the rest.

The library has a collection of books, journals, acts, resources and CD resources at the collection DCS Library there are
approximately 36,133 books spanning around a variety of subject areas. The library annually subscribes to foreign and
local book titles recommended by the DCS staff.

This is fully automated library and library database to be launch shortly.

(Continued to page 08)
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(Continued from page 07)
LIBRARY AND DOCUMENTAION DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS...
By accessing the digital library which functions as a part of this database, including very rare and old documents published

in the department namely Sri Lanka’s first census “Census report 1871” and more than 400 copies including 145 statistical
related newspaper articles and journal articles written by Dr. A.J Satharasinghe Director General of the Department Census
and Statistics can be obtained from this database and also having the facility to download the complete copy of these
documents.

The Library has a depository of local newspaper articles in digital format that has been published on the subject of statistics
since 2011.

The library also  organizes
awareness programs for school
children regarding the function

) Mnrlm

A provides information to the

departmental officers and the
actlvmes of the library and its
services.

Micro: BIT Workshop

Micro: BIT Sri Lanka user group and the Colombo Public Library have
organized a Micro: BIT workshop on 20th January 2018 at the Children’s
Library. Micro: BIT is a very small computer produced specially for the
children for innovative programming. Micro: BIT user group donated
10 Micro: BIT devices and10 books on Micro: BIT device. Micro: BIT
user group conducted a demonstration on how to do programming
using the device. Now Children can borrow Micro: BIT Kit and the book
from the children’s library and can do the innovative programming.

Colombo Public Library : Mobile Library Services

On arequest made by the Commanding Officer, SLAF Station Colombo, the mobile library unit of Public Library Colombo
extended their service to Guwanpura Married Quarters Complex on Saturday 24th February. Once in two weeks this
mobile unit will visit Guwanpura Welfare Shop premises car park by 1400hrs. Those who wish to collect new books or
return borrowed books can do so at this time. Any special interested books could be demanded and the library staff will
arrange the same on their next visit.

The concept and event
coordination was done by
Squadron Leader P Godage and
the Regiment Staff of No.28
Regiment Wing SLAF Station
Colombo. The Chief librarian
of Public Library, Officers and
other ranks with their children
attended in this event.

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE
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