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Inauguration of Diploma in Library and Information Science (DLIS) 2023/2024 Batch 
 

The inaugural ceremony of the Library and Information Science Diploma Course conducted by the Sri Lanka 

Library Association was held on 27th January 2024 in the Auditorium of the National Library and 

Documentation Services Board. Mr. Preethi Liyanage, President, Mrs. Varuni Gangabadaarachchi, General 

Secretary Dr. Ruwan Gamage nominated member of the Council, Mrs. Priyani Balsooriya, Education Officer, 

Ms. K.N. Samanthi, Treasurer and several members of the council of the SLLA and several teaching staff 

participated. 

 

Dr. Ruwan Gamage highlighted the importance of transitioning to online education given the prevailing 

economic conditions in Sri Lanka. Following this, the Education Officer explained the course structure and the 

array of higher education prospects and job opportunities awaiting students upon course completion. 

Accomplished students from the Batch 2022/2023 shared their experiences with incoming students, 

underscoring the advantages they gained from participating in the course. 
 

Priyani Balsooriya, Education Officer/SLLA/ 2023/2024 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Udaya Cabral, Assistant Director (Conservator) of the National Library and Documentation Services Board, 

has been appointed as a member of the Cultural Heritage Advisory Committee (CCH) of the of the IFLA with 

effect from 13th March 2024, for the 2023–2025 term due to the vacant position of a member of the committee. 

In addition, he has been serving as an IFLA PAC Director in the Centre at the National Library of Sri Lanka. The 

Advisory Committee on Cultural Heritage has 10 members, including a chair appointed by the Governing Board, 

as well as representatives from IFLA professional units working in cultural heritage as ex officio members, and 

additional expert advisors. The Advisory Committee on Cultural Heritage oversees and coordinates 

work taking place across IFLA cultural heritage, to maximise its impact and reach.  

1. SLLA Education Programme 

 

     2. Collaborations of SLLA with other Institutions and Organizations 
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3.1 User Awareness Programme on “පුස්තකාල සඳහා තතාරතුරු 

සන්නිතේදන තාක්ෂණය භාවිතය” 

Mrs. T.M.C. Hansamali Thennakoon, IPRO of the SLLA organized a 

user awareness programme for the LIS Students, staff and 

librarians on the topic of “පුස්තකාල සඳහා තතාරතුරු සන්නිතේදන 

තාක්ෂණය භාවිතය”. The distinguished resource person for this 

programme is Dr. Ruwan Gamage, Senior Lecturer, The National 

Institute of Library and Information Sciences (NILIS), University of 

Colombo. This programme took place on 3rd February 2024 from 

8.00p.m. to 9.00p.m. The main purpose of this programme was to 

impart knowledge on using Information Technology in library 

settings. Over 100 participants engaged in the programme 

through the Zoom platform.  

 

 

3.2 User Awareness Programme on “ජාතික වෘත්තීය සුදුසුකම් සපුරා 

ගැනීම මගින්න පුස්තකාල තස්වාවන්න ඉහළ නංවමු” 

Mrs. T.M.C. Hansamali Thennakoon, IPRO of the SLLA organized a 

SANKATHANA public user awareness programme for the LIS 

Students, staff, librarians and the general public with the topic of  

“ජාතික වෘත්තීය සුදුසුකම් සපුරා ගැනීම මගින්න පුස්තකාල තස්වාවන්න 

ඉහළ නංවමු”. The distinguished resource person for this 

programme is Dr. Janaka Jayalath, Deputy Director General, 

Tertiary and Vocational Education Commission. Also, Dr. S.K. 

Illangarathne, Librarian, Bhiksu University of Sri Lanka, was 

moderated the program.   This programme was held on 10th 

February 2024 from 8.00p.m. to 9.00p.m. The main purpose of 

this programme was to impart on using library services by 

achieving national professional qualifications & how to develop and use of personal skills for the 

professional works. Over 100 participants engaged in the programme through the Zoom platform.  

     3. The Information and Public Relations Committee                                                                     
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3.3 User Awareness Programme on  “நூலக 
சேகரிப்பு சேம்பாட்டுக் ககாள்கக” 

Mrs. T.M.C. Hansamali Thennakoon, IPRO of the SLLA 

organized a Tamil medium user awareness programme 

for the LIS Tamil medium Students, staff, librarians with 

the topic of “Library collection development policy”. The 

distinguished resource person for this programme is Dr. 

Mohamed Majeed Mashroofa  Senior Assistant Librarian, 

South Eastern University of Sri Lanka.  Also, Mrs. Jereena Akshaya Kumar, Information Assistant, National 

Library & Documentation Board, was moderated the programme.   This programme took place on 20th 

February 2024 from 8.00p.m. to 9.00p.m. The main purpose of this programme was to convey knowledge 

about how to develop a collection development policy for the library. Over 60 participants engaged in the 

programme through the Zoom platform.  

3.4 User Awareness Programme on ஆய்வு மாநாட்டிற்கான ஆய்வுக் கட்டுரை 

தயாைித்தல் : ப ாது நூலகைக்ளுக்கும்  ாடசாரல நூலகைக்ளுக்குமான 

இரைய வழிக் கருத்தைங்கு 

The IPRO Mrs. T.M.C. Hansamali Thennakoon Organized a Tamil 

medium user awareness program for the LIS Tamil medium Students, 

staff, librarians and specially researches with the topic of “Writing 

Paper to Research Conference: Webinar for Public and School 

Librarians”. This collaborative event organised by NACLIS Committee 

and IPRO of Sri Lanka Library Association. The invited resource 

persons for this programme is Dr. Mohamed Majeed Mashroofa, 

Senior Assistant librarian, South Eastern University of Sri Lanka, Mr. 

S. Santharooban, Deputy Librarian, Eastern University and Mrs. L. 

Jegatheesparan, Senior Assistant librarian, Eastern University, Sri 

Lanka Sri Lanka.  Also, Ms. Fathima Farmia, Information Assistant, 

National Environmental Information Centre, Central Environmental Authority, was moderated the 

programme.   This programme took place on 25th February 2024 from 8.00p.m. to 9.00p.m. The main purpose 

of this programme was to impart knowledge on writing a proper research paper for a conference.  More than 

60 participants joined this program with the zoom platform.  

The aforementioned four (3.1; 3.2; 3.3; 3.4) user awareness programme has been recorded and 

uploaded to the SLLA LK YouTube channel for viewers. 
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4.1   Special Libraries 

 

4.1.1 Awareness Programme on Role of Librarians in Disaster Management 

The Special Libraries Group of Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA) organised an awareness programme on 

“Role of Librarians in Disaster Management” on 4th April 2024 at the Colombo Public Library. 

The objective of this programme was to identify the risk factors and the anticipatory action towards a hazard. 

The resource person was Mr. Shann Pathirana, the Deputy Director (Awareness and Education) of the Disaster 

Management Center for Safer Communities and Sustainable Development in Sri Lanka. The main objective 

of this programme was to raise awareness about Sustainable Development Goals under climate actions and 

the effects of natural 

disasters and identify 

strategies for mitigation 

and reduce 

vulnerability. At the end 

of the programme 

participants got the 

opportunity to visit the 

Public Library and to 

gain knowledge about 

the services provided to 

the public.  

Mr. Preethi Liyanage, 

President , Mr. Sugath 

Gunathilake, President 

Elect, Ms. Varuni 

Gangabadaarachchi, 

General Secretary of the 

SLLA along with the 

members from various special, government and public libraries graced the occasion. Ms. Nuha Hameed from 

George Brown College, Canada sponsored for this event. 

By: Priyadarshani Hemakumara/ Convener - Special Libraries Group  

     4. Libraries:  Workshops, Training Programmes and Outreach Activities                                                                  
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4.2   Academic Libraries 

4.2.1 Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka 
 

4.2.1.1 A Human Book from Library, SUSL at ASIS&T's 'Humans of the Library' Event 

 

Ms. Thrishala Warnasooriya, Assistant Librarian at SUSL, participated as a 

human book in the "Humans of the Library" event organized by the 

ASIS&T SIG-III on February 16, 2024. She was selected for this role 

through a pre-interview process conducted by an awardee of the ASIS&T 

Infoshare SIG III. The event, orchestrated by ASIS&T, aimed to share 

stories globally, fostering deeper connections, understanding diversity, 

and facilitating learning through online interactions between storytellers 

and listeners. Librarians shared narratives encompassing their struggles, 

successes, leadership experiences, contributions to patron success, 

innovative initiatives, and invaluable wisdom gained from their 

professional journeys. 

4.2.1.2 Plazz Café Project of SUSL Library  
 

Plazz café is a new project introduced by the Library in collaboration with 

the Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Social Sciences and 

Languages to promote open discussions among SUSL community.   The 3rd 

event of Plazz Café Project titled: හිතක් ළඟ නතර තවන ත ාතක් held on 

22nd March 2024, at 4.00 pm, at the Prof. Dayananda Somasundara 

Auditorium, Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka. The impressive 

thoughts by Mr. Mohan Raj Madawala gave an insight to the scholarly 

discussion on the book review of his own Sinhala novel “Loveena”.  

4.2.1.3 ORCID Workshop for SUSL Academic Staff  
 

The library of SUSL organized an awareness workshop on 

"ORCID" at the Faculty of Applied Sciences, SUSL, on 22nd 

March 2024, with Prof. Lasith 

Gunawardena, a member of the 

Researcher Advisory Council, 

serving as the resource person to 

enlighten researchers about ORCID.   
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4.2.2 Kothelawala Defense University 

4.2.2.1 Initiating new service at KDU main library: Information Desk Service    
 

KDU main library has been introduced Information Desk Services as a new service on January 8, 2024. In 

parallel, the training session on “how to be a good information officer” was conducted by the librarian, 

Dr. Wathmanel Senevirathne for the library staff.  

 

4.2.3 University of Sri Jayewardenepura 

4.2.3.1 Programmes on “Reading Skills Development” 

 

Mr. H.U.C.S. Kumara, Senior Assistant Librarian attached to the University of Sri Jayewardenepura, conducted 

two reading skills development programmes for school children. The first programme was held on 16th 

February, 2024 at the Central Library of Ruwanwella. On the invitation of the Central Library of Ruwanwella, 

about 50 students of Grades 6, 7, and 8 students from Sri Wickrama School, Ruwanwella participated in this 

programme.   
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Under the purview of Kegalle Pradeshiya Sabha, the second programme was held on 23rd February 

at the Bandarnayaka National School, Kegalle. About 150 Grade 9 students attended this 

programme.  

 

The Assistant Local Government Commissioner of Kegalle, the secretary of Ruwanwella Padeshiya Sabha, the 

secretary of Kegalle Padeshiya Sabha, teachers-in-charge and officials of the libraries took keen interest in 

attending two programmes as guests. The two programs successfully outlined the fundamental principles of 

reading skills and also illustrated various reading methods and strategies and assessed diverse tasks and 

activities aimed at enhancing reading proficiency. 

 

 

 

m%dfoaYShlrKh jQ mqia;ld, yd ú{dmk úoHd m¾fhaIK ixialD;sh 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. R. D.Ananda Tissa  

Acting Librarian,  

               Gampaha Wickramarachchi University of Indigenous Medicine 
 

úúO lreKq fya;= lr f.k iudch úúOdldr jkakd fia u" úIuj mj;sk nj f;dr;=re ikaksfõokh u.ska 

oskm;d m%cdj oekqïj;a flf¾' tu ish¨ u úúO;d yd úIu;d lsishï iudchla úiska Ndú; NdIdj weiqfrka 

o ksrEmKh fõ' NdIdj ms<sn| udkjhdf.a wjOdkh fhduq jkakg we;af;a udkj jxYfhys wdrïNh;a iu`. 

h' mqrd;k Ndr; m`äjre fuka u merKs NdId f,aLlfhda;a" .S%l od¾Ykslfhd;a NdIdj wruqKq lr f.k úúO 

u;jdo l,ska l,g bÈßm;a l<y' NdIdj ms<sn| j úu¾Ykh lrkakka fofldgilg fnÈh yelsh' bka tla 

fldgila ;u ;ukaf.a úIhg wod< j NdIdj ms<sn|j wjOdkh fhduq lrhs'  wfkla msßi NdIdju m%Odk úIh 

lrf.k úu¾Ykfha fhfo;s' NdId ú.%yfha È jvd jeo.;a jkafka NdIdj u m%Odk úIh lr f.k úu¾Ykfhys 

fhfok NdId .=rejre yd jd.a úoHd{hska h' 
 

mqia;ld,h úoHdj;a" NdIdj;a w;r in|;djla mj;S o hkak t,a' Üf¾.¾ yd n¾kdâ íf,dla 1962 ì%gksld 

úYajfldaIfhys NdIdj i|yd lr we;s w¾: ksrEmKfhka ukdj meyeos,s fõ' zzNdIdjla kï ñksiqka iudÔh 

iuQyhl iudðlhka o" ixialD;shl fldgialrejka o jYfhka wfkHdakH ls%hdldß;d yd ikaksfõokh i|yd 

fhdod .kakd iïuq;sl ̂ w¾ms;d¾:& jQ jdla ixfla; moaO;shls'ZZ fuu ks¾jpkfhka NdIdj .ek mq¿,a újrKhla 

flfrhs' NdIdj kï NdIK iudchl idudðlhka ikaksfõok i|yd fhdod .kakd w¾ms;d¾: jdla ixfla; 

moaO;shls' hk fuu ks¾jpkfhys NdIdfõ uQ,sl ,laIK y;rla úoHdudk fjhs' m<uqjekak"  ikaksfõok 

i|yd fhdod .ekSu" fojekak" w¾ms;d¾: ùu fyj;a wdfrdamkh lrk ,o w¾:hla ±lsh yels ùuhs" f;jekak" 

ixfla; Ndú;hhs' tkï" ixfla; NdIdfjys fhfok Yío ixfla; j¾K ke;fyd;a wl=rehs' fïjd l;d lrk 

úg jdla ixfla; f,i o ,súfï § ,sÅ; ixfla; f,i o ye|skafjhs' isõjekak" moaO;sl iajNdjhhs' tkï" 

lsishï kS;s ud,djlg wkqj f.dv ke.=kq jdlH rgd moaO;shls' tfy;a moaO;shla ;snq muKska th NdIdjla 

jYfhka ms<s.kafka ke;' 

     5. Feature Article 
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mQ¾fjdala; lreKqj, i|yka jk NdIduh ixisoaêj,g wod< lreKq fuka u" mqia;ld,h fiajh yd 

mqia;ld,h úoHdj;a w;r we;s ukd in|;dj m¾fhaIK ixialD;sh weiqfrka lreKq iys;j úoHudk fõ'  

mqia;ld,hdêm;s jD;a;shg iudc.; ùu mqia;ld, úoHd idys;Hfha m%Odk ud;Dldjla njg m;a ù we;'  

iudc.; ùu mqoa.,fhl=g hï jD;a;shl idudðl;ajh oeÍug W.kajkq ,efí' iudc.; ùu ;=<ska hï 

mqoa.,fhl=g hï jD;a;slh l%shd;aul úh hq;af;a flfiaoehs hkak wjfndaOh lr fokq ,efí' tfuka u" 

jD;a;sh ;=< Tjqkaf.a ia:dkh .ek woyila ,nd fohs' j¾;udk iudc" foaYmd,k" wd¾Ól ls%hdj,sh wdYs%;j 

mqia;ld, yd ú{dmk úoHd wOHdmkh o wdh;k" cd;sl yd cd;Hka;r uÜgñka isÿ flf¾' Y%S ,xld mqia;ld, 

ix.uh furg mqia;ld, yd ú{dmk úoHd lafIa;%hg wjYH udkj iïm; ìyslsÍu wdrïN lrk ,oafoa j¾I 

1961 cQ,s ui isõjk osk § h'  

 

oYl yhlg wêl ld,hla úoaj;a jD;a;Sh wOHdmkh ,nd fok YS% ,xld mqia;ld, ix.uh m¾fhaIK 

ixialD;slhlg wod< lghq;= mqia;ld,h yd ú{dmk úoHd úIh iu.dój isÿlr we;' jd¾Islj m¾fhaIK 

iïuka;%K fyda iïNdIK ixúOdk lsÍu i|yd 1999$2000 md,l iNdj úiska 1999 j¾Ifha Tlaf;dan¾ ui 17 

jk osk isg 23 oskh olajd osk y;la fld<U .,OdÍ fydagfha Networking for Effective Library and 

Information Services (NETELIS) fyj;a M,odhs mqia;ld, yd f;dr;=re fiajd i|yd cd,lrKh f;audj hgf;a 

mej;s m¾fhaIK jevuq¿fjka lsishï n,mEula ù we;s nj neyer l< fkdyelsh' tjl YS% ,xld mqia;ld, 

ix.ufha iNdm;s jYfhka lghq;= lr we;af;a fld<U úYajúoHd,fha mqia;ld,hdêm;s iqukd chiQßh uy;añh 

nj YS% ,xld mqia;ld, ix.ufha jd¾Isl jd¾;d yd cd;sl mqia;ld,fha m%ldYkj, i|yka fõ'  

 

2000 j¾Ifha isg 2002 olajd jir ;=kl ld,fha mqia;ld, ix.uh ish jD;a;slhkaf.a w;aoelSï miq;,h 

ck.; lsÍu i|yd úúO W;aidyhka lr we;' 2002$2003 md,l iNdfõ iNdm;s jYfhka kS,a Wmd,s hdmd 

uy;d m;aùu m¾fhaIK ixialD;sh cSjudk lr,Sug mdol úh' YS% ,xldfõ mqia;ld,h fiajh" f;dr;=re 

;dCIKh yd mqia;ld,h lghq;= iajhxlS%hlrKh ms<sn|j flfrk wOHhkhl oS Wmd,s hdmd uy;d l< fiajh 

wkqiaurKSh jk w;r t;=ud kQ;k f,dalh yd mqia;ld,h fiajd taldnoaO l< úoaj;a jD;a;slfhla jYfhka 

iïNdjkdjg md;% fõ' Wmd,s hdmd uy;df.a Rcq kdhl;ajh yd cd;sl mqia;ld, yd m%f,aLk fiajd uKav,fha 

odhl;ajh iys;j 1999 j¾Ifha m¾fhaIK iïuka;%Khg Ndú; l< kdulrKfhka 2003 oS NETELIS wdrïN 

lr we;' cd;sl mqia;ld, yd m%f,aLk fiajd uKav, Y%jKd.drfha oS j¾I 2003la jQ fmdfidka ui úisyh jk 

osk mQ¾fjdala; m¾fhaIK iïuka;%Kh mj;ajd we;' YS% ,xld mqia;ld, ix.ufha 43 jk jd¾Isl iuq¿jg 

iu.dój kjuq w;aoelSula jYfhka fuu m¾fhaIK iïuka;%Kh ixúOdkh lr we;s nj jd¾Isl jd¾;d yd 

Bg wdkqIx.sl f,aLkj, i|yka fõ'  

 
mQ¾fjdala; lreKq wkqj YS% ,xld mqia;ld, ix.uh úiska ixúOdkh lrk mqia;ld, iy ú{dmk úoHd cd;sl 

m¾fhaIK iïuka;%Kh úúO kdulrKhka hgf;a 2003 j¾Ifha isg 2024 olajd id¾:lj mj;ajkq ,nhs' 2003 

oS NETELIS jQ m¾fhaIK iïuka;%Kfha kduh 2004 j¾Ifha oS National Conference on Library and 

Information Studies (NACLIS) jYfhka wdrïN lr tu kdufhka u 2007 j¾Ih olajd iïuka;%Kh mj;ajd 

we;' 2008 j¾Ifha oS wOHhkh jYfhka Ndú; kduh fjkqjg úoHdj hk mdßNdIsl w¾: iy;s jpkh Ndú; 

lr we;' ta wkqj frdauka wCIr ud,dfjka Ndú; jpkh mqia;ld,h úoHdjg ióm jpkhla jYfhka Ndú; 

lr we;' tlS mßj¾;khka wNHka;r ;;a;ajhkag ndOdjla ù ke;' ta wkqj National Conference on Library 

and Information Sciences (NACLIS) hk jpkh j¾;udk kduhg mßj¾;kh ù we;'  
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NACLIS hk kduh oYl tl yudrl muK ld,hl isg Ndú; lrkq ,nk nj fï lreKqj,ska  

fmkakqï flfrhs' mqia;ld, iy ú{dmk úoHd cd;sl m¾fhaIK iïuka;%Kh cd;sl yd wka;¾cd;sl  

iajrEmfhka ixúOdk lr we;' wdikak jYfhka 2023 j¾Ifha mj;ajd we;af;a cd;Hka;r m¾fhaIK  

iïuka;%Khls' YS% ,xld mqia;ld, ix.uhg mkia jirla iïmQ¾K jQ 2010 j¾Ifha yd 2015 j¾Ifha o tjeks 

iïuka;%K folla mj;ajd we;' 2003 j¾Ifha isg 2008 j¾Ih olajd mej;s iïuka;%Kj, oS ish¨ m¾fhaIK 

m;s%ld uqøKh fkdlr úoahq;a iSã mghla jYfhka ,nd oS we;' tlS wjqreÿ yhg wod< m¾fhaIK m;s%ld 

w;frka 2003 j¾Ihg wod< úêu;a f;dr;=re ksÍCIK fkdfõ' tu j¾Ifha iïmQ¾K m¾fhaIK m;s%ld 17la 

bosßm;a l< nj;a" cd;sl mqia;ld,fha úúO wxY úiska flfrk fiajd weiqfrka m;s%ld rdYshla bosßm;a jQ 

njg;a f;dr;;=re i|yka jqjo idêldÍ f,aLkhla fuu ,smsh rpkd lrk wjia:dj olajd ksÍCIKh fkdùh' 

ta wkqj fuu wOHhkfha oS 2003 j¾Ihg wod< f;dr;=re i|yka lr ke;' tla jirlg wod< f;dr;=re 

wka;¾.; fkdùu fuu wOHhkfhka u;=flfrk lreKqj,g m%n, jYfhka n,mEula fkdjk nj ksÍCIKh 

jkafka Bg iu.dó j¾Ij, mej;s m¾fhaIKj, iajNdjh ksÍCIKfhks'  
 

j.= wxl 01g wod< o;a; igyka lsrSfï oS mqia;ld, ix.ufha ksfhdacs; jD;a;Sh lKavdhï j¾.SlrKh fuys 

oS Ndú; lr we;' rcfha mqia;ld,hdêm;s lKavdhu hgf;a YS% ,xldfõ cd;sl mqia;ld,h ksfhdackh flfrk 

jD;a;Sh lKavdhu o we;=<;a lr we;' wod< j.=fjys wjdidkhg olajd we;s fjk;a mqia;ld, hgf;a úfoaYSh 

mqia;ld,h jD;a;slhka" YsIH m%cdj yd úúO úIh lafIa;% ksfhdackh lrñka m¾fhaIK m;s%ld bosßm;a l< 

msßif.a f;dr;=re i|yka lr we;' 
 

j.= wxl 01: mqia;ld, ix.ufha ksfhdacs; jD;a;Sh lKavdhï j¾.SlrKh 

Year & 

Name 

Total 

Papers 

Full 

 

Abstract Sin. Tamil Eng. Academic 

Library 

Public 

Library 

School 

Library 

Special 

Library 

Gover. 

Library 

Other 

Library 

2004 2nd 

NACLIS 

07 07 - - - 07 05 - - 02 - - 

2005 3rd 

NACLIS 

08 08 - - - 08 05 - - 03 - - 

2006 4th 

NACLIS 

08 08 - - - 08 03 01 - 02 01 01 

2007 5th 

NACLIS 

16 16 - - - 16 10 - - 01 - 05 

2008 6th 

NACLIS 

10 10 - - - 10 09 - - - - 01 

2009 7th 

NACLIS 

14 14 - 01 - 13 11 - - 02 - - 

2010 

GJIC 

36 36 - - - 36 14 01 - 06 05 10 

2011 8th 

NACLIS 

07 07 - 01 - 06 05 - - 02 - - 

2012 9th 

NACLIS 

16 07 06 

Poster 

03 

04 - 12 11 01 01 02 01 - 

2013 10th 

NACLIS 

13 - 13 03 - 10 10 01 - 02 - - 

2014 11th 

NACLIS 

11 08 03 - - 11 10 - - 01 - - 

2015 

ICLIS 

26 17 09 - 01 25 22 - 01 02 - 01 

2016 12th 

NACLIS 

11 11 - 05 - 06 04 01 - 04 01 01 

2017 13th 

NACLIS 

11 06 05 03 01 07 09 - - - 01 01 

2018 14th 

NACLIS 

14 06 08 03 - 11 12 01 - 01 - - 

2019 15th 

NACLIS 

22 13 09 04 04 14 15 02 02 03 - - 

2021 16th 

NACLIS 

12 - 12 05 03 04 09 02 - 01   
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2022 17th 

NACLIS 

12 - 12 05 01 06 08 - - 01 01 02 

2023 

ICLIS 

42 - 42 09 03 30 29 01 03 02 - 07 

Total 296 174 122 43 13 240 201 11 07 37 10 29 

2024 18th 

NACLIS 

Session 1 

 

19 

 

- 

 

19 

 

- 

 

16 

 

03 

 

09 

 

07 

 

02 

 

01 

 

- 

 

- 

2024 18th 

NACLIS 
Session II 

 

34 

 

- 

 

34 

 

27 

 

- 

 

07 

 

04 

 

16 

 

07 

 

06 

 

01 

 

- 

Total 

2024 

Se.I & II 

 

53 

 

- 

 

53 

 

27 

 

16 

 

10 

 

13 

 

23 

 

09 

 

07 

 

01 

 

- 

Total 

2004-

2024 

 

349 

 

174 

 

175 

 

70 

 

29 

 

250 

 

214 

 

34 

 

16 

 

44 

 

11 

 

29 

 

j¾I 2004 isg 2024 olajd ixúOdkh lr we;s m¾fhaIK iïuka;%K .Kk 21ls' 2024 j¾Ihg fmr úúO 

kdulrKhka hgf;a iïuka;%K 19la mj;ajd we;' 2024 wfm%a,a ui 18 jk osk w.aksos. úYajúoHd,fha yd 

2024 wfm%a,a ui 26 jk osk .ïmy uyck mqia;ld,hSh Y%jKd.drfha mej;s iïuka;%K fol .Kkh lsÍfï 

oS th 21la olajd w.hla .kq ,nhs' NACLIS hk kduhg mßndysrj meje;a jQ ish¨ iïuka;%K weiqfrka o;a; 

úYaf,aIKh lsÍu jvd;a m%;sM,odhs fjkq we;' rEm igyka wxl 1ka 2004-2023 m¾fhaIKj, úia;r oelafõ' 

rEm igyka wxl 1: 2004-2023 m¾fhaIK 

2024 j¾Ifha oS m%dfoaYSh jYfhka m¾fhaIlhkaf.a uõ NdIdjg wod<j iïuka;%K folla ixúOdkh flßKs' 

ta wkqj m¾fhaIKj, idïm%odhsl .uka ud¾.h fjkia ù jD;a;Sh lKavdhïj, odhl;ajfhys lemS fmfkk 

j¾Okhla fmkakqï flfrhs' mQ¾fjdala; j.=fjys olajd we;s lreKq ms<sn| .%J: úoHd;aul úYaf,aIKhla 

weiqfrka m%dfoaYShlrKh jQ mqia;ld, yd ú{dmk úoHd m¾fhaIK ixialD;sh ms<sn| jeo.;a jk f;dr;=re 

ixCIsma;j úia;r l< yelsh'  
 

2024 j¾Ihg fmr mej;s iïuka;%K 19l oS uyck mqia;ld, lKavdhu m¾fhaIK m;s%ld 11la bosßm;a lr 

we;' 2024 oS b,lal.; lKavdhïj, uõ NdIdfjka m¾fhaIK m;s%ld bosßm;a lrk f,i lrk ,o b,a,Su 

wkqj tla jirl oS bosßm;a lr we;s m;s%ld .Kk 23ls' tlS f;dr;=re weiqfrka m¾fhaIK iïuka;%Kj,g 

wod< uQ,sl f;dr;=re my; oelafjk fia i|yka flfrk w;r b;d jeo.;a lreKq lSmhla ta weiqfrka 

ksrdjrKh fõ' m%dfoaYSh jYfhka fld<ôka neyer iïuka;%K ixúOdkfhka wdOqksl msßila Bg odhlùu 

fuu úIhhkaj, wkd.; ixj¾Ok lghq;= i|yd fnfyúka n,mEï flfrkq we;' 
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m%ldYs; idêldÍ o;a; weiqfrka flfrk úYaf,aIK wkqj m¾fhaIlhkag wod< jk úoHd;aul 

 lreKq /ila mQ¾fjdala; wxl 01 j.=fõ ÿlafõ' 2004 isg 2023 olajd m¾fhaIKj,g wod< o;a;   

m%ia:dr wxl 01 hgf;a olajd we;' ta wkqj m%ldYs; m¾fhaIK m;s%ld .Kk 296ls' tajd iïmQ¾K  

m¾fhaIK m;s%ld 174la" idrdxY 119la yd fmdaiag¾ m;s%ld 03la jYfhka ish,a, 122ls' tlS m¾fhaIK m;s%ld  

bosßm;a lr we;s msßi mqia;ld, ix.ufha ks,jYfhka m;ajk jD;a;Sh lKavdhï i|yd fnod oelaùfï oS 

wOHhk lKavdhu m¾fhaIK m;s%ld 201la" uyck mqia;ld, lKavdhu m¾fhaIK m;s%ld 11la" úfYaI 

mqia;ld, lKavdhu m¾fhaIK m;s%ld 37la" mdi,a mqia;ld, lKavdhu m¾fhaIK m;s%ld 07la" rcfha mqia;ld, 

lKavdhu cd;sl mqia;ld, idudcslhka o iys;j m¾fhaIK m;s%ld 10la" fjk;a jD;a;Sh lKavdhï hgf;a 

úúO rgj, cd;sl mqia;ld, lKavdhu yd úúO úfoaYSh rgj, jD;a;slhka yd YsIH m%cdj úiska m;s%ld 29la 

jYfhka iïuka;%Kj, iïnkaO ù we;' fï ;;a;ajh úiska lrk ,o wduka;%Kfha m%;sM,hla jYfhka 

m<d;aj, ixúOdk l< iïuka;%K y÷kajd oSu ;jÿrg;a újdodmkak fkdfõ'  
 

2023 j¾Ihg fmr mej;s iïuka;%Kj, o;a;j, fulS ;;a;ajhka úoHd;aulj úYaf,aIKfhka miq m<d;a 

foll m¾fhaIK iïuka;%K ixúOdkh lsÍfï wNsfhda.h ish fojqru; ;nd f.k Bg wjeis kdhl;ajh tys 

le|jqïlre wdpd¾h tï' tï' uIarEmd uy;añh úiska id¾:lj bgqlr we;s nj i;=áka i|yka l< hq;=h' 18 

jk iïuka;%Kfha o;a; rEm igyka wxl 2 hgf;a olajd we;' o;a; úYaf,aIKfha oS bosßm;a flfrk 

m¾fhaIK idrdxY .Kk 53ls' NdId udOH jYfhka úYaf,aIKfha oS isxy, udOH m;s%ld 27la" fou< udOH 

m;s%ld 16la yd bx.S%is udOH m;s%ld 10la jYfhka y÷kd.; yelsh' úúO jD;a;Sh lKavdhïj, odhl;ajh 

hgf;a úYaf,aIKfha oS wOHhk lKavdhu m¾fhaIK m;s%ld 13la" uyck mqia;ld, lKavdhu m¾fhaIK 

m;s%ld 23la" úfYaI mqia;ld, lKavdhu m¾fhaIK m;s%ld 07la" mdi,a mqia;ld, lKavdhu m¾fhaIK m;s%ld 

09la" rcfha mqia;ld, lKavdhu hgf;a cd;sl mqia;ld, lKavdhu m;s%ld 01la jYfhka iïuka;%Kj,g 

iïnkaO ù we;' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

rEm igyka wxl 2:18 jk iïuka;%Kfha o;a;  

fuu o;a; úYaf,aIKfha oS m¾fhaIK iïuka;%K 19l oS w;am;alr .ekSug wfmdfydi;a jQ jQ Ydia;S%h 

odhl;ajh tla jirl oS m<d;a jYfhka iïuka;%K ixúOdkfhka id¾:l ù we;s nj iks¾o¾Yk iys;j 

fmkakqï flf¾'   
 

úfYaI ia;=;sh 

fuu ,smshg wod< 2004 isg 2008 olajd f;dr;=re ,nd .ekSu b;du;a ÿIalr ld¾hhla jQ wjia:djl Bg wjYH 

ish¨ idêldÍ f;dr;=re ,nd oSfuka Ydia;S%h odhl jQ wdpd¾h m%ñ,d .uf.a fukúh fuka u"  

fcHIaG iyldr mqia;ld,hdêm;s ;=Idß fikúr;ak uy;añhg ia;=;sh mqolr isákafkñ' 
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Ceylon Petroleum Corporation, Refinery, Technical Library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. M Inoka Sajeewani Perera,  Librarian 

Vision 

"Be a national level information provider of the oil industry to enhance the knowledge supporting to improve 

efficiency of work and develop skills of staff of the oil refinery." 

Mission 

"To provide a comprehensive resources with quality library service in support of learning and research needs 

of permanent staff members in the oil refinery division, Sapugaskanda Storage Terminal and the Industrial 

trainees." 

 

The Ceylon Petroleum Corporation (CPC) was founded by Act no.28 of 1961 to import, distribute, and market 

petroleum products across the Island. The Sapugaskanda Oil Refinery began operations in August 1969, 

initially processing 38000 barrels of crude oil daily, later expanding to 50,000 barrels per day. 

 

The Technical Library of CPC Refinery Division was founded in 1971 with the 

aim of providing reference and lending services to the CPC Refinery and 

terminal staff. The library houses a comprehensive collection of standards, 

refinery manuals, technical books, and other essential literature and 

materials. Its purpose is to support the staff in their work and research 

activities.  

 

Currently, the Refinery Technical Library houses more than 5000 books, manuals, periodicals, and standards. 

The content of these materials primarily focuses on engineering disciplines such as Petroleum Chemical and 

Process, Mechanical, Electrical, Civil, Instrument, Inspection, Management, Economics, Scheduling, Fire, and 

Safety. Additionally, the library collection includes numerous renowned journals from the Oil/Gas and 

Petroleum Industry. Some research project reports are also accessible in our library collection.  

 

     6. Library in Focus: Introduction of a Library 
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Moreover, the library has expanded its services to accommodate trainees from diverse disciplines within the 

training category. In 2012, the refinery library began automating its catalogue by entering the data into a 

database created with WINISIS software. Recently, in 2020, the technical library installed a fully automated 

library system using the KOHA integrated library system, marking the first significant update to their library 

system in nearly fifty years.  

 

These are just a few examples of the many services that libraries provide to 

support their communities and fulfill their mission of providing access to 

information and promoting literacy and lifelong learning. 

 

• Reference Services: Librarian provide assistance to patrons in finding 

information, answering questions, and conducting research. This can include 

help with database searching, citation formatting, and locating specific 

resources. 

 

• Circulation Services: Managing the borrowing and returning of library materials, including books, DVDs, 

CDs, and other items.  

• Interlibrary Loan : Facilitating the borrowing of materials from other libraries that are not available in the 

local collection. This expands the range of resources available to patrons. 

• Scanning and Photocopying Services : Are frequently provided in Refinery Technical library to aid patrons 

in accessing resources. These services are necessary for safeguarding delicate materials, offering 

comfortable access to content, and assisting patrons who require copies for personal or research 

intentions. 

• Online public access to the library catalogue is available through the Refinery Technical Library web page. 

All library books and resources, such as ASTM, API, ASME, and British Standards, research reports, and 

refinery standard procedures, are accessible through the Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC). 

• The library offers reading and referencing facilities. 

The library is located within the Sapugaskanda Oil Refinery. The Technical Library Refinery is instrumental 

in promoting knowledge about petroleum refining in Sri Lanka. The Refinery Library boasts an exceptional 

collection of rare and unique valuable documents, some of which are confidential in nature. Special 

authorization is required before accessing these. The aim of the library is to collect items and information 

specifically related to the Petroleum Industry of Sri Lanka. 
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7.1 Professor Jayasiri Lankage (1936-2024): A Pioneer in Library and Information Science 
Education of Sri Lanka 

 

By:  Dr. W.A. Weerasooriya 

Senior Professor, Department of Library and Information Science, University of Kelaniya  

 

Prof. Jayasiri Lankage born 10th September 1936 at Kekanadura, Matara, 

studied the GCE (AL) from Ambalangoda Dharmasoka Vidyalaya in 1957 and 

entered to Vidyodaya University (Presently Sri Jayewardenepura University 

and earned a BA general degree in 1962 and BA Honors degree in 

Archaeology in 1964.  After securing an MA in Archaeology in 1967 from the 

same university, Prof Lankage obtained his postgraduate qualifications from 

Banaras Hindu University in 1969 under the Cultural Relations Scholarship 

Scheme offered by the Government of India in 1967.   After securing his higher education in India, he worked 

as a Lecturer in Library and Information Science, at Junior University at Dehiwala between 1969-70 and then 

assumed duties as the first Lecturer on 1st  June  1973 and later Head of Department at the Department of 

Library and Information Science, University of Kelaniya (then Vidyalankara Campus) being the pioneer in the 

Department of study.   During his headship Professor Lankage could designed and developed a BA degree in 

Library and Information Science in 1973, Postgraduate Diploma in  Library and Information Science in 1974, 

three tier Diploma in Library and Information Science which is to be completed in three years,  and BA Special 

degree in  Library and Information Science in 1980.  During that period, the above PG Diploma was immensely 

supportive for the Librarians who were unable to earn postgraduate qualifications for their promotional 

purposes from foreign countries owing to the barriers faced by them. The support of early generation veteran 

library professionals like Mr. T.G. Piyadasa, Mr. N. Amarasinghe, Dr. Ian Goonetilleke, Mrs. Ishvari Corea, Prof 

.W.B. Dorakumbura, and Dr. A. Senadhira are to be mentioned here.  Considering all facts, Professor Jayasiri 

Lankage could be categorized as a change agent, and an outstanding pioneer of Library and Information 

Science education of Sri Lanka at University level. 

 

The exceptional facts to be mentioned here are that Prof Jayasiri Lankage was fortunate to institute the 

subject, Library and Information Science in to the higher education system of Sri Lanka and he was the person 

who won the challenge of introducing a very new subject of this nature within the series of other established 

subjects during that period. Between 1986-2002, Prof J. Lankage served as the Librarian, University of 

Kelaniya introducing different changes to the library and its services. 

     7. In Memory of late 
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The other yeomen services of Prof. J. Lankage extend to Library profession, publishing, training, research and 

library development. His contribution to Sri Lanka Library Association (SLA) holding different posts like the 

Education Officer is worthy to mention. His advisory services to National Library and Documentation Services 

Board (NLDSB) is commendable. He was the first honorary Treasurer of University Librarians Association of 

Sri Lanka (ULA). 

 

Several other important contributions to the field of Sri Lankan Cinnamon are the assistance given for the 

formation of Ceylon Cinnamon Association, the Spice Council, and for getting the Sri Lankan nomenclature 

for Cinnamon as its botanical name “Cinnamomum zeylanicum Blume” by obtaining the ISO 6539:1997). The 

other two contributions to the Cinnamon industry are the establishment of Cinnamon Academy and 

obtaining NVQ status for Cinnamon education. The high-level policy makers should pay attention to the 

concept of multi-faceted Cinnamon Industry devised by Prof Lankage in order to cater for the national needs 

as well as with the export economy of Sri Lanka.  Prof J. Lankage’s exemplary and unparalleled character that 

he could serve as the Vice-President and General Secretary of OPA being a library academic as well as a library 

professional.    

May this gentleman Prof. Jayasiri Lankage attain supreme bliss of Nibbana! 

 

7.2 Special Appreciation for late Mr. Harrison Perera  

By: N P Wanasundera/Fellow of the Sri Lanka Library Association 

 

Death and love are the two wings that bear the good man to heaven – Michelangelo 

 

Librarian, friend, service giver, helper at all times, perfect 

gentleman – that and much more was Harrison Perera. We had to 

say our final goodbye to him this Friday: March 15, 2024, 

unexpectedly and with deep sorrow. Notwithstanding the 

mourning, what needs to be remembered and taken as consolation 

is that Harrison lived a good and full life, long too, since he 

savoured many years of retirement. Thus, though we sorrow at his 

death, we need to celebrate his life. He lived comparatively long, 

very well, influencing and helping thousands of others. The 

quotation above is apt for him. Death has come to him: one wing. 

He gave and received immense love: second wing. And he, a good man, is surely in Heaven he believed in. 
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Life 

Harrison Perera studied at St Aloysious College, Galle. He then graduated from the University of Peradeniya 

where he continued as a lecturer. Married, he left for Canada and read for a degree in Library and Information 

Science (LIS) at the University of Ottawa. He obtained his Masters degree from the University of Ontario and 

worked in Canada for a couple of years. He returned to Sri Lanka with three young daughters to settle down 

in his home country and give not only his services but himself to librarianship. He held prestigious positions: 

Librarian cum Assistant Director of the British Council, Colombo, 1986-2003, Then, Chief Librarian, University 

of Peradeniya. He retired from this post in 2010, but did not retire from librarianship: giving of his best not 

as boss of a library but as a teacher, lecturing at the Sri Lanka Library Association, National Institute of Library 

and Information Science, University of Colombo, the University’s post graduate courses, and Department of 

Library Science, University of Kelaniya.  

 

Harrison and the SLLA 

Harrison diligently served the Sri Lanka Library Association, its members plus students who were 

professionally educated and trained by the SLLA run course of studies, including a computer course from 

many decades ago. He was an excellent lecturer; knowledgeable, keeping current with developments and 

most understanding and encouraging to all students alike. He taught at all three levels of the course both in 

Sinhala and English and was revered by his students. 

 

He was the SLLA’s Education Officer; a decade or two on the Council; and its President; the Association being 

the focal point for librarians from all over Sri Lanka to engage in professional development and networking. 

Two major achievements accrue to him, apart from the immense help given by him to reach higher standards 

and maintain them both at the SLLA office and libraries island-wide. Combining with Deepali Talagala, he 

negotiated the acquiring of rooms at the OPA building down Wijesundera Mavata, Colombo 7, to house the 

SLLA office. Another major project he and Upali Yapa proposed, guided and achieved was teaching and 

training Maldivian librarians. The SLLA three-year Diploma Course had Upali Yapa, Harrison and a few other 

SLLA lecturers travelling often to Malé. After the initial three years, it progressed as an outreach programme. 

 

The Professional 

Librarians deal with information and knowledge; they need to be widely knowledgeable and of course skilled 

in their handling of resources; interacting with library clients, staff, Heads. Libraries changed dramatically 

from being storehouses of knowledge and books to the electronic age and to being more open and socially 

welcoming places rather than sanctified rooms of silence and scholarly pursuit. All these drastic changes 
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occurred in Harrison’s time and he coped very well. He had the additional task of working for the British 

Council and keeping up with trends. He held his own and was pivotal in running the library efficiently. He was 

an approachable boss, his door open to all employees and even visitors to the library, whether in the British 

Council or University of Peradeniya. His ear was extra sympathetic and he felt very much for staff members 

if they had troubles. More importantly, he was insistent on their career development, qualifying further and 

progressing. Care of his staff was top priority to him. 

 

The Family Man 

Harrison’s primary focus and pivot in life was his family – much loved wife Suni (his abbreviation of her name Swineetha) 

- and three beautiful daughters, Namali, Shamarie and Kumari, - the last two settled in Canada. They arrived in Colombo 

in the early hours of Thursday 14th. He was devoted to his wife all through their years together but most when she 

succumbed to not being herself in activity and memory. He devoted his time to caring for her, even giving up lecturing 

as he did not want to leave her to the care of others. They lived close to their daughter’s home, but independently. 

Remembered is how enthusiastically he would share with us, his friends, every success of his three girls, their marriages 

and births of grandchildren. 

 

Friend 

Harrison was almost a busybody with his friends: so much did he care for them and their wellbeing. Their troubles 

became his troubles. He did not stop there. He did all he could and more to help them. As Mr Jayatissa, university 

lecturer and librarian told me at the funeral, Harrison was a person who was always good with his colleagues; no 

competitiveness, absolutely no envy; only camaraderie. I ascribe Roman Catholic Harrison with the highly prized 

Buddhist virtue of muditha – joy in others wellbeing and success.  

 

He was full of karuna and metta too. He helped not only students of librarianship but also librarians, particularly when 

they had career difficulties or were seeking new jobs.  

 

Harrison was a truly good, upright man. He was blessed in many ways, more so in his family. Many mourn his death, a 

loss to the country where now good men are rare. The uppermost thought that should be in us is that our much loved 

and admired friend and colleague lived a happy, fulfilled life. He will long be remembered and respected.  

Good bye Harrison! May heaven’s gate stand open to you and may the blessings of a good 
life led, follow you so your soul rests in peace and in God.  
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7.3 Farewell to a Luminary: Commemorating the Life of Mr. Harrison Perera (1943 -2024)  

 

By: Dr. W. J. Jeyaraj, Librarian, Eastern University of Sri Lanka 

Past President of the University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka 2021/22 

 

Harrison Perera, a distinguished professional in the field of librarianship and a 

cherished member of the University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka, passed 

away recently. He leaves behind a legacy of dedication, leadership, and 

innovation that has profoundly impacted his colleagues, friends, and the 

community he served. 

 

Throughout his career, Harrison demonstrated unparalleled skills in library 

management, earning him recognition as a visionary leader. His tenure as 

President of the University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka marked a transformative period for the 

Association, as he spearheaded initiatives that elevated it from a trade union to a dynamic Professional 

Association. 

 

Under his guidance, the association flourished with the introduction of International Conferences, Achievers 

Colloquiums, Regular Training Programmes, Workshops, and Research Forums, all aimed at advancing the 

field of library science and fostering community engagement. 

 

Harrison’s passion for his work extended beyond the confines of his profession; he was a compassionate 

individual who touched the lives of those around him. His loss is deeply felt by his family, friends, colleagues, 

and the wider community. 

 

As we mourn his passing, let us also celebrate the profound impact he made during his lifetime. Harrison 

Perera will be remembered fondly for his visionary leadership, unwavering commitment, and enduring legacy 

in the field of librarianship. 

 

Beyond his professional endeavors, Harrison had a remarkable talent for nurturing genuine relationships with 

colleagues and friends, enriching the lives of those around him with his kindness and solidarity. 

 

A true advocate for collaboration and networking in library science, Harrison’s legacy includes his profound 

understanding of the importance of fostering connections with local and international experts. Through his 

efforts, he not only advanced his own career but also enriched the entire profession, bringing together minds 

from diverse backgrounds to further the cause of librarianship. 

 

Many of us had the privilege of being mentored by Harrison during our Master’s postgraduate studies, where 

he imparted invaluable lessons in leadership, innovation, and compassion.  
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His teachings on “Marketing Libraries” not only 

revolutionized our understanding of the field but 

also inspired us to passionately advocate for the 

importance of libraries in our communities. 

 

Although Harrison is no longer with us, his spirit will 

continue to resonate in the libraries he envisioned, 

the friendships he cultivated, and the hearts he 

touched.  

 

 

On behalf of the University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka, I extend our heartfelt condolences to 

Harrison’s wife, daughters, family members, relatives, friends, and all who had the privilege of knowing him. 

 

May his legacy endure for generations to come, bringing solace and inspiration to all whose lives he touched. 

 

Farewell, dear Harrison, and thank you for gracing our lives with your presence. May your soul rest in peace. 

 

 

 

 
 

“දැනුම කළමනාකරණය” (Knowledge Management) is a new 

book compiled by Dr. G. D. Amarasiri, former Director, 

National Library and Documentation Services Board. 

Knowledge management is an important topic which is 

widely discussed in the library and information field. This 

book has been compiled specially for library and information 

science professionals and library and information science 

students. This is also useful for officers who are engaged in 

related fields and the general readers who are interested in 

knowledge and knowledge management. This book includes 

information on the knowledge management concept, 

components of knowledge management, knowledge 

management in libraries, knowledge management in 

changing information technology environment and knowledge management and organizational culture. 

 

     8. Publications 
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9.1 Paper Presentations  
 

South Eastern University of Sri Lanka 

annually conducts Internation Symposium 

on various theme. The 12th Intsym was 

organized under the theme of “Digital 

Transformation for Sustainable Future”. 

This symposium includes “Library and 

Information Science” as one of the tracks. 

Mr. A.M. Nahfees, Senior Assistant Librarian 

coordinated the track and seven papers 

have been presented under LIS track. They are as follows; 

 

9.1.1. Mr.R.Maheshwaran, Librarian of University of Peradeniya presented paper on ‘Global Perspectives on 

Subject Gateways in Engineering and Technology Exploration’ 

9.1.2. Dr.(Ms.) C.N.K.Alahakoon , Deputy Librarian of University of Peradeniya presented paper on ‘Journal 

of Sri Lanka Library Review: a Bibliometric Analysis’ 

9.1.3. Dr.(Ms.) C.Gunasekare , Deputy Librarian of University of Peradeniya presented paper on ‘Exploring 

Disparities in School Library Development and Administrative Support received from Authorities’ 

9.1.4. Mr.B.N.G.S.Premaratne, Senior Assistant Librarian of University of Peradeniya Presented paper on 

‘Information retrieval practices in dissertation writing: a Study among the Post Graduate Diploma Students 

in the Department of Education, University of Peradeniya’. 

9.1.5. Mr.A.Dharmarathne , Senior Assistant Librarian of University of Peradeniya Presented paper on ‘Using 

Social Media for Learning Purposes during the COVID-19 Pandemic: a gender based analysis of among Dental 

Science Undergraduates at the University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka’ 

9.1.6. Mr.B.E.S.Bandara, Assistant Librarian of University of Peradeniya and Dr.(Ms.) B.M.M.C.B.Hindagolla, 

Librarian, Art, Design & Architecture, Arts, Education  of Monash University of Australia  presented paper on 

‘User Perspectives on Digital Reference Services (DRS): a Study of State University Libraries in Sri Lanka’ 

9.1.7. Mr. S.L.M. Sajeer, Senior Assistant Librarian, South Eastern University of Sri Lanka presented a paper 

on “Scholarly Communication Trend of “Kalam” Journal Published by Faculty of Arts & Culture, South Eastern 

University of Sri Lanka: Biblioiometriic study”. This paper was co-authored by Dr. M.M.Mashroofa,  

Mr. M.C.M.Azwer and Mr. A.M.Nahfees. 

     9. Achievements and Awards 
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9.1.8. Mr. Kusala Fernando, Senior Assistant Librarian & Ms. Thrishala Warnasooriya, Assistant Librarian, SUSL 

presented a research paper on “Use of social media for collaborative learning: a systematic literature review” 

at the 1st International Conference on Psychology and Mental Health organized by Nagananda International 

Institute of Buddhist Studies, Kelaniya, Sri Lanka on 22nd February 2024.  
 

9.1.9. Ms. Thrishala Warnasooriya, Assistant Librarian, SUSL, Mr. Kusala Fernando, Senior Assistant Librarian, 

SUSL, and Mr. Kasun Munasinghe, Assistant Librarian, UoK presented a research paper on “The Impact of 

Interactive Bibliotherapy on Selected Undergraduates at Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka: A Case 

Study” at the 1st International Conference on Psychology and Mental Health organized by Nagananda 

International Institute of Buddhist Studies, Kelaniya, Sri Lanka on 22nd February 2024.  
 

9.1.10. Ms. Thrishala Warnasooriya, Assistant Librarian, SUSL, Mr. Kusala Fernando, Senior Assistant 

Librarian, SUSL, and Mr. Kasun Munasinghe, Assistant Librarian, UOK  presented a research paper on 

“Technology Adaptation in Facilitating the Digital Evolution of University Libraries in Sri Lanka: Librarians’ 

Perspectives” at the 2nd International Research Symposium on Multidisciplinary Approaches in Indigenous 

Knowledge Systems organized by Gampaha Wickramarachchi University of Indigenous Medicine, Yakkala, Sri 

Lanka on 01st March 2024.  

 

9.2 Achievements  
 

9.2.1. Ms. Thrishala Warnasooriya, Assistant Librarian at SUSL, completed her 

Master of Science (MSc) and Postgraduate Diploma (PGD) in Information 

Management from the Sri Lanka Institute of Information Technology (SLIIT) and 

graduated at the convocation on 22nd March, 2024, at SLIIT, Malabe. 

  

 
 

9.2.2. Mrs. Harshani Dissanayake, Senior Assistant Librarian of 

the Faculty of Allied Health Sciences Library, University of 

Peradeniya successfully completed the Certificate Course in 

Patent Law conducted by the Faculty of Law, University of 

Colombo. The certificate was awarded on the 24th January 2024 

at a ceremony held at the Faculty of Law,  University of Colombo. 

The Chief Guest was Dr. Kanaganayagam Kanag-Iswaran PC.  
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9.3 Awards 
 

9.3.1. Mrs. T.C. Ranawella, Senior Assistant Librarian, and Mrs. M.P. 

Rajapaksha, Senior Assistant Librarian, were honoured for more than 

20 and 12 years of service respectively during the KDU Women's Day 

ceremony on 7th March, 2024, at the FGS auditorium. 

 

 

 

 

10.1. Dr. Ruwan Gamage, Senior Lecturer at the National Institute of Library and Information Sciences, 

University of Colombo, and a member of the SLLA Council, has returned to his role as of January 1, 2024, 

following a sabbatical. While on leave, he served in a similar position on a contractual basis at the Maldives 

National University (MNU), focusing on teaching second and third-year students in the Faculty of Arts’ 

undergraduate programme for three semesters. In addition, he did research on the Contribution of Sri Lanka 

to the Enhancement of the Library and Information Profession in the Maldives. Dr. Gamage, along with Dr. 

Aminath Riyaz of MNU, published research on this topic (Gamage, R., & Aminath, R. (2023). Sri Lanka–

Maldives Distance Education Programme in Library and Information Science conducted by the SLLA: A 

Historical Narration. Sri Lanka Library Review, 37(2), 54–71. https://doi.org/10.4038/sllr.v37i2.64. 

 

 
 

11.1 AGM 

64th Annual General Meeting of the Sri Lanka Library Association will be held at the Sri Lanka Foundation 

Institute on 28th June 2024. 

11.2 Certificate Ceremony - 2024 

The graduation ceremony of the students who have completed the Diploma Course in Library and Information 

Science (DLIS) 2022/2023 and Higher Diploma Course in Library and Information Science (HDPLIS - II) 

2022/2023 will be held on 28th June 2024 at 2:00pm in the Sri Lanka Foundation Institute.  

11.3 Examinations 

The Higher Diploma in Library and Information Science (HDPLIS - I) 2022/2023 first phase examination will be 

held on 18th, 19th, and 26th May 2024 at the study centers in Colombo, Jaffna and Dakalapu. 

11.4 New Courses 

Higher Diploma Course in Library and Information Science (HDPLIS - I) 2023/2024 batch will 

commence in May 2024. 

     10. Any Other News 

     11. Forthcoming Events of SLLA 
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11.5 Practical Training 

The compulsory practical training related to the Diploma Course in Library and Information Science (DLIS) 

2023/2024 will be held from 06th to 17th May 2024 in selected libraries. 
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