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85C/0635 Dinamika iskoriscavanja i zastite voda u svetu do kraja XX veka. (Dynamics of use and
protection of water in the world until the end of the 20th century). D. DUKIC, Glasnik Srpskog
Geografskog Drustva, 62(1), 1982, pp 11-28, 16 refs.

Determines water resources of the Earth on the basis of maps of elements of water balance of the continents and
largerislands. River flows are mostly used as they can be renewed in the water-cycles of the planét. In the populated part
of the Earth they amount to 38 820 km?. At the same time the consumption of water increases In 1980 it reached
3494 kmd. The greatest consumers are industry, thermo-electrical power plants, agriculture and the population. The
amount of liquid waste increased to 1254.9 kn?. -Bull Sci Sect. A Yougosl

85C/0636 Instrumental price estimates and residential water demand. C. V. JONES & J. R
MORRIS, Water Resources Research, 20(2), 1984, pp 197-202, fig, 4 tables, 22 refs

Annual water purchases of single-family residences are regressed on instrumental price estimates, family income,
and household size by ordinary least squares, based on a sample of 326 observations from metropolitan Denver,

Colorado, for 1976. The resulting demand estimates are robust to the price concept specified, given proportional
variation in all rates and charges, and are consistent with findings in the literature. -from Authors

85C/0637 Estimating demand for intake water by self supplied firms. J. A ZIEGLER & S. E

BELL, Water Resources Research, 20(1), 1984, pp 4-8, 3 tables, 30 refs.

Uses data from a sample of paper and chemical firms in Arkansas to test the null hypothesis that there is no
significant difference in the estimates of industrial water demand using either average or marginal costs. Average cost
provides a better estimate of water use in terms of statistical fit and predictive capabilities. -from Authors

G wOwm 1 : Bedmcot®m wadsegwwm ws®

1.2.2. e»090; esaces-ge (Informative Abstract)

e®® widwegw OB §E BBed gm D1con wy yewddmO emind; 988sy »om CIE.
950 §F 0CImred ¥ IgmsOm w1 QO @m0 wuwd. Jhewd @Edu WS gl
@m0 88 185 dw 8B8BEH»® WOBIENO FE eCInw 00 ©wEIOD gdms ©x0ed.
Deodsewsi® BB dvwnm B ¥n a¥ndunwn owd vledser BEAE wrdrrnws 95w
BAIO® 008 widLegwwm deordeswd. Om® B8ed owd sledveamed dvw ©Ow, adfen,
DOeDEE DB 00 8@ 000 uvledsamed YBOE ¥ Bod®m 03 wimied
BEednwsy ¢ g1ncEs ©D. @090 8308°9® 83¢WI NI OEES,

2



e Sociological Abstract

e Biological Abstract
e Chemical Abstract
e Geographical Abstract

e Library & Information Science Abstract

No

Autho

/'

Abstract

Ref. |—»

ENVIRONMENT < —— | MajorHeading

Natural Hazards +~—— Sub Heading

10340 Increase in risk and exposure to flooding in Penang
Island: a case of environmental degradation resulting from
urbanisation and rapid economic development

Chan N.W. Malaysian Journal of Tropical Geography 1997 28/1
(9-20)

In Penang Island, the flood hazard is caused by a combination
of anthropogenic and natural factors. For a variety of reasons
chief among which are trading, transport and port facilities, early
settlements proposed around the estuaries and banks of major
rivers particularly the Sungai Pinang where Georgetown is lo-
cated. As settlements grew flood plains became more developed
and densely populated resulting in floods becoming a serious
hazard. The natural/physical system (heavy seasonal rainfall,
low-lying topography, river characteristics, poor drainage, etc)
and human land use system (agriculture, housing, commerce,
deforestation, flood plain encroachment, squatting, etc) interact
to create flood hazards on Penang Island. Since the 1970s, the
Penang State Government has embarked on a two-prolonged de-
velopment programme of industrial development and tourism to
transform the Island into an industrial power by the turn of the
century and a post-industrial society by the year 2020 (in line
with Malaysia’s Vision 2020). Penang’s growth in recent years
is henomenal. Its semiconductor factories and other electronic
industries have made Penang the ‘silicon valley of Southeast
Asia’ making Malaysia the world’s largest computer chip ex-
porter and is only behind the United States and Japan in terms of
chip production. Tourism is also gaining importance in Penang.
In 1992, the number of tourist arrivals to the Island was about
2.15 million (80.0% of which are foreign tourists). This has
stimulated further plans to develop the Penang Hill area into a
tuorist resort, programmes to clean up the beaches, and efforts to
conserve historical buildings.
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Political Engagement in Higher Education

Curricula

Iris M. Yob, Walden University
Aimee Ferraro, Walden University
Abstract

Political Engagement in Higher Education Curricula
Submitted to the Teaching category of JOSC
Abstract

As more demands are made for universities and colleges to commit to public service,
curricula in higher education may need to include the development of knowledge of and
skills for political engagement. In an interview study, students, faculty members, and
alumni at Walden University reflected on their understanding and experience of political
action and working with policy-makers for social change. The responses overall indicated a
general agreement that politics, political action, and policy making have roles to play in
ensuring the lasting effects of social change activity. but they also indicated significant
limitations to their effectiveness. Participants also showed a reticence to participating in
political engagement. The findings suggest that understanding of and confidence in
political engagement could be enhanced through connecting scholarly skills and
knowledge to political activity and utilizing and stimulating personal interests and
professional concerns as a basis for such activity. A curriculum that includes hands-on
learning opportunities in social change may be most effective in preparing learners for
political engagement.
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Social Cognitive Theory Constructs That Predict
Betel Nut Chewing Among Secondary Students
in the Solomon Islands

Lepani Waqatakirewa, Public Health Specialist, Suva, Fiji Islands
Manoj Sharma, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, NV

Hadi Danawi, Walden University, Minneapolis, MN

Ambrose Roots Gali, Ministry of Health, Solomon Islands

BB
J66E

ORCID
0000-0001-5439-7734

Abstract

Background: After alcohol, tobacco, and caffeine, areca or betel nut is the fourth most
commonly abused substance in the world. The prevalence of betel nut use in the Solomon
Islands is estimated at 68% in young people. Long-term use can result in detrimental health
outcomes such as oral cancers and metabolic syndrome.

Methods: The purpose of this quantitative cross-sectional study was to determine
whether the constructs of social cognitive theory (SCT) can predict betel nut use in Year 12
secondary students in the Solomon Islands. Five SCT constructs of expectations (outcome
expectations and outcome expectancies), self-efficacy, self-efficacy to overcome barriers,
self-control, and environment were used to build 2 model for the study. Data were
collected from a convenience quota sample of 138 Year 12 secondary students through a
37-item questionnaire.

Results: Multiple linear regression and multiple logistic regression analysis indicated self-
efficacy to overcome barriers (p < .01) was the only construct significantly related to intent
to not chew betel nut.

Conclusion: Social cognitive theory (SCT) was weakly predictive with low explained
variance for not chewing betel nut in secondary students. Research findings contribute to
knowledge useful for developers of school health programs and researchers working on
strategies to improve intervention actions to reduce betel nut use. The SCT could be
bolstered by newer theories like the integrative model or multi-theory model (MTM) of
health behavior change for designing educational interventions aimed at limiting betel nut
use in young people, especially school students.
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Latt, K. T. (2016). A Study on Indexes and Abstracts as Valuable Reference Sources for
Researchers (Doctoral dissertation, MERAL Portal).

Nundy, S., Kakar, A., Bhutta, Z.A. (2022). How to Write an Abstract? In: How to Practice
Academic Medicine and Publish from Developing Countries? Springer, Singapore.

Rawat, P.P., Kumar, T. (1992) Encyclopedia of Information Technology and Library Science,
New Delhi, Castle books pvt. Ltd.
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Introduction

Medical librarianship is a specialized field within library and information science that focuses on
managing and providing access to medical and healthcare-related information. Medical librarians
play a crucial role in collecting, organizing, and disseminating resources such as medical
literature, research articles, patient education materials, and other health-related information.
Also, medical librarians, play a critical role in various healthcare settings, academic institutions,
research organizations, and libraries. They support healthcare professionals, researchers,
students, and patients by ensuring access to accurate and up-to-date medical information,
promoting evidence-based practice, and facilitating informed decision-making in healthcare
settings.

Implementing medical librarianship into the Library and Information Science degree programme
provide students with specialized knowledge and skills in medical information management,
health literacy, and medical terminology. This specialized training would equip students with the
expertise necessary to navigate and organize complex medical information systems effectively.
Also, integrating medical librarianship into the curriculum would open up new career
opportunities for students. By gaining proficiency in this field, undergraduates would be well-
prepared to pursue roles as medical librarians, knowledge managers, or information specialists in
healthcare settings, research institutions, and academic libraries. Moreover, exposure to medical
librarianship would enhance students’ research abilities and information literacy skills. They
would learn to critically evaluate medical literature, conduct systematic reviews, and assist
healthcare professionals in accessing and utilizing reliable medical information for decision-
making and patient care. Furthermore, the inclusion of medical librarianship in the programme
would contribute to the overall quality of healthcare services by ensuring that healthcare
professionals have access to accurate, current, and relevant medical information. Students would
play a vital role in bridging the gap between research and practice, thus improving healthcare
outcomes and patient safety.

History of Medical Librarianship

The profession of medicine has been important for a long time. Ancient civilizations like the
Assyrians and Babylonians had medical collections. King Assurbanipal of Assyria had a famous
library in Nineveh with many medical tablets from around 2000 B.C. The library was well
organized with a catalogue, and it contained medical and magical texts. Eventually, in 606 B.C.,
Nineveh was captured and the library was destroyed along with the city. In Babylonia and
Assyria, medical knowledge was collected in libraries controlled by court officials, priests, and
educated people. The Babylonians even regulated medicine in their laws. Trade between
Mesopotamia and Egypt likely exchanged medical knowledge around 3000 B.C. Egyptian
temples were known for healing and had well-organized medical collections. The Temple of

21



Thoth had a comprehensive collection, and titles like “Keeper of the Sacred Books” and “Lady
of Letters” were given to those in charge of medical texts. Private libraries also grew. Important
medical papyri like the Kahun, Smith, and Ebers papyri have been found dating back to 1900
B.C. to 1500 B.C.

In ancient Greece, individual scrolls were kept in leather or cloth covers inside clay jars,
sometimes adorned with jewels. Knowledge in medicine thrived in Greece, especially during the
time of Hippocrates and Aristotle. Libraries, including medical libraries in temples, became more
common. The Alexandrian School of Medicine was a significant center of learning with its
library dedicated to healing gods. Libraries were organized with rolls in pigeonholes or on
shelves, and booklists were created. Librarians were highly respected in Greek society. The
classification system of pinakes, with tablets listing authors chronologically by literary type, was
used in libraries. Other important medical schools with libraries included those in Pergamus,
Cos, Cnidos, Rhodes, and Cyrene.

A Dbrief history of libraries associated with medical literature in Sri Lanka

The history of libraries associated with medical literature in Sri Lanka is rich and intertwined
with the country’s cultural and religious heritage. Historically, the practice of preserving medical
texts and literature was closely linked to the establishment of viharas and monastic communities.
These viharas, such as the Mahavihara type initiated by King Devanampiyatissa, played a pivotal
role in housing important doctrinal texts covering the Tripitaka, which included medical
knowledge alongside religious teachings. The layout and structure of these viharas, whether
Mahavihara, Panchavasa, or Vanavasa types, were meticulously planned to accommodate
various activities, including the storage and dissemination of knowledge. Libraries associated
with medical literature were often housed in specific buildings within these viharas, such as the
chapter houses, where doctrinal texts were stored for communal recitations. Throughout history,
the layout of viharas evolved to meet the changing needs of communities and monks. The
Panchavasa type, for instance, emerged in the fifth century with a distinct layout that included
dedicated spaces for sacred buildings, residences, and communal areas. Similarly, the Vanavasa
type, favored by monks seeking a forest way of life, featured simpler layouts with focus on
contemplation and meditation areas. Overall, the association of medical literature with viharas
and monastic communities in Sri Lanka underscores the deep-rooted connection between
healthcare knowledge and religious institutions. These libraries within viharas served as centers
of learning and preservation of medical texts, playing a crucial role in safeguarding and
disseminating medical knowledge throughout the centuries.

In the historical context of Sri Lankan monastic establishments beyond those supported by
royalty, numerous monasteries were established in rural areas near reservoirs and agricultural
settlements. These monasteries, championed by King Vatagamini Abhaya, aimed to propagate
Buddhist teachings and engage the local populace. Many of these monasteries are identified
today as caves pertaining to King Valagamba, some with Brahmi inscriptions.

These rural viharas adhered to regular congregational practices, such as fortnightly Partimokha
recitations, necessitating the storage of the required texts in the designated meeting places. The
adherence to regimented discipline among monks, regardless of their living arrangements,
underscores the importance of centralized locations for essential activities and teachings, serving
as repositories for codes of conduct and essential rituals.
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Monasteries like Keleniya and Kotte Rajamahaviharas possessed libraries often located on the
upper floors, suggesting the significance of the uposathghara as a central repository for doctrinal
books. The monastic discipline in administering large congregations necessitated meticulous
record-keeping, evident in the need for documentation areas within the viharas to maintain daily,
monthly, and annual records.

The Mahavihara type of monasteries featured specific buildings for administrative functions,
emphasizing the organizational complexity involved in sustaining large monastic communities.
The practical aspects of monastic life, such as managing daily accounts and administrative roles
like Writers and Revenue Writers, highlighted the necessity for well-equipped libraries or
administrative offices to facilitate the monastic duties and ensure the smooth functioning of these
monastic establishments.

In the organizational structure of monastery libraries, systematic storage and retention of books
and records for reference was integral. In a Panchavasa monastery, the library likely resided on
the upper floor of the uposathaghara, while the Vanavasa viharas, focusing on spiritual
simplicity, would have kept minimal books, probably stored in the all-purpose building where
rituals like the Uposatha were conducted.

Noteworthy relics that were venerated include the Pragnaparamitasuttra, an ancient text
discovered in Anuradhapura. Encased in thick gold leaf, this revered book written in Sinhala and
Sanskrit dates back to the ninth century. These ‘book-relics’ of the Mahayana faith, symbolizing
doctrinal texts for veneration, were stored in a relic house near the royal palace and displayed
annually for public reverence at the Jetavana monastery.

Departing from monasteries to royal Council Chambers, the archival responsibilities were vast
and centered on matters such as justice, land grants, and official appointments. The royal records
were meticulously maintained to document the king's governance functions. However, with the
decline of unitary control in the twelfth century and the subsequent collapse of infrastructure
elements, including the impact on the Buddhist sangha due to harassment and persecution, the
once well-kept records and libraries saw a significant shift, leading to the departure of the sangha
to neighboring regions.

Following the era of a divided kingdom with rulers in various regions like Polonnaruva,
Dambadeniya, and Jaffna leading to a decline in national infrastructure, Sri Lankan kings turned
towards literary pursuits, postulating works on religious, scientific, and social topics.
Parakramabahu | and 11, renowned as ‘Great’ and ‘Pandita’ respectively, spearheaded literary
advancements, fostering exceptional authors or promoters of literary works.

During Parakramabahu 11’s reign, significant works emerged, including the Sinhalese Sanne of
the Vinaya-pitaka, Vinayartha-samuccya. Learned Bhikkhus were invited from the Cola country,
enhancing knowledge of the Tripitaka. Noteworthy texts like Dathavamsa, Hatthavanagalla-
viharavamsa, Pali Rasavahini, and medicinal treatises such as Bhesajja-manjusa were produced
during this period.

Parakramabahu 11I’s patronage of learning extended to authoring Sinhalese works on Pali texts,
exemplified by his explanatory writings on the Pali Vinaya-vinicchaya and Buddhaghosha's
Visudhimagga. His acclaimed work, Kusadavata or Kavsilumina, stands out as a testimony to his
scholarly endeavors.
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Subsequent rulers like Vijayabahu IV and Bhuvanaikabahu | continued to promote learning, with
literary contributions such as the Payoasiddhi and Jinacarita manuscripts. The pinnacle of literary
activity reached its zenith during Parakramabahu 1V’s reign, marked by the creation of the
Sinhala Panciya-panas jataka-pota and the Dalada-sirita, aiding in the revival of traditional
practices.

During the reign of Parakramabahu VI, the Elu Bodhi-vamsa and the Anagata-vamsa were
composed, along with updates to a portion of the Mahavamsa. Subsequent rulers like
Bhuvanaikabahu 1V, Vikramabahu Ill, and Bhuvanaikabahu V saw the creation of various
literary works such as the Paramimaha-sataka, Vimukti-sangraha, Nikaya-samgrha,
Saddharmalankara, Balavatara, and Saddharma-ratnakara.

In the extensive rule of Parakramabahu VI, which marked the end of royal patronage to Sri
Lankan literature before a long period of occupation, several institutes of learning were
established or endorsed. Noteworthy works attributed to Sri Rahula during this era include the
Paravi, Salalihini, Kavyasekhera, and other literary compositions like Saddharma-ratnakara,
Guttila-kavya, and Parakumbasirita.

Although the historical phases of construction in Sri Lanka saw some decline, the literary
endeavors by monks and the laity contributed significantly to the rich culture of writing and
reading. Notable figures like E. B. Cowell and H. T. Francis, involved in the translation of
Jatakas, along with local scholars like H.A.l. Goonetileke and W. B. Dorakumbura, who made
significant contributions to Sri Lankan literature and library science, serve as inspirations for
aspiring librarians in Sri Lanka (Silva, 2010).

Benefits of Integrating medical librarianship into the Library and Information Science
degree programme

Integrating medical librarianship into the Library and Information Science degree program
would not only benefit undergraduates by providing them with specialized knowledge and skills
but also contribute to the advancement of healthcare services through the effective management
and dissemination of medical information. It would prepare students for fulfilling careers in a
growing field that intersects healthcare, information management, and research, ultimately
making a positive impact on the healthcare industry and society as a whole. Figure 1 shows that
key aspects of medical librarianship:

Medical librarians are responsible for managing a vast array of medical literature, research
articles, textbooks, databases, and other resources related to healthcare. They organize and
catalog these resources to ensure easy access for healthcare professionals, researchers, students,
and patients.
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Figure 1: Key aspects of medical librarianship

Medical librarians are highly skilled in searching for and retrieving pertinent medical
information. Their primary task is to aid healthcare professionals in locating the most recent and
evidence-based resources to bolster clinical decision-making, research endeavors, and academic
pursuits. In addition to catering to healthcare professionals, medical librarians assemble patient-
friendly materials and resources designed to elucidate health conditions, treatments, medications,
and general well-being. By providing access to reliable and easily comprehensible health
information, they empower individuals to make informed choices regarding their healthcare.
Central to their role is the promotion of evidence-based practice by facilitating access to top-tier
research evidence for healthcare professionals and researchers. By ensuring that decision-making
processes are grounded in the finest available evidence, medical librarians contribute to
enhanced patient outcomes and improved quality of care. Moreover, medical librarians engage in
conducting training sessions, workshops, and outreach programs to educate healthcare
professionals, students, and the broader community on proficiently executing medical
information searches and utilizing resources effectively. Their efforts are pivotal in augmenting
information literacy across diverse stakeholders within the healthcare domain.

Accordingly, it is observed that medical librarianship is a dynamic and essential field that
bridges the gap between information science and healthcare. Medical librarians play a pivotal
role in facilitating access to reliable medical information, supporting evidence-based practice,
promoting patient education, and advancing research and innovation in the healthcare domain
(Detlefsen, 1993; Dilhani, 2021; Dilhani & Chandima Wadasinghe, 2024).
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Integrating medical librarianship into the curriculum of undergraduate Library and Information
Science programs offers several significant advantages shown in Figure 2:
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Figure 2: Integrating medical librarianship into the curriculum of undergraduate Library
and Information Science programmes offers several significant advantages

Equipping undergraduate students with knowledge in medical librarianship enables them to cater
to the growing demand for healthcare information worldwide. With the increasing reliance on
digital resources, skilled professionals are needed to manage and provide access to medical
information effectively. Graduates with an understanding of medical librarianship can offer
valuable support to local hospitals. By organizing and managing medical literature, they can
enhance the efficiency of healthcare professionals in staying abreast of the latest research,
treatments, and practices.

Medical librarians play a crucial role in assisting healthcare professionals in accessing accurate
and up-to-date information. They ensure that practitioners have access to reliable resources,
leading to better-informed decision-making and improved patient care. Information science
graduates proficient in medical librarianship can also support various health-related workers,
such as nurses, pharmacists, and therapists, by providing them with relevant resources and
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research materials to enhance their knowledge and practice (Cimpl, 1985; Wagner & Byrd, 2004;
Winning & Beverley, 2003).

In the healthcare sector, patients are increasingly seeking reliable information to understand their
conditions, treatments, and overall health. Medical librarians trained at the undergraduate level
can assist in curating patient-friendly resources, empowering individuals to make informed
healthcare decisions.

By incorporating medical librarianship into the undergraduate curriculum, students can develop
specialized skills that are in high demand globally. They can bridge the gap between technology,
healthcare, and information access, ultimately improving the quality of healthcare services and
meeting the diverse information needs of both professionals and patients.

Incorporating medical librarianship into university syllabus offers several additional
advantages:

Students gain interdisciplinary skills by merging knowledge in library science with healthcare
information management. This combination enhances critical thinking, research abilities, and
information organization techniques that can be applied across various industries. Graduates with
expertise in medical librarianship have diverse career opportunities. They can work in hospitals,
medical schools, research institutes, pharmaceutical companies, public health organizations, and
government agencies.

Students develop specialized competencies in information retrieval, database management, and
evidence-based practice, which are highly sought after in the healthcare sector. This enhances
their professional development and marketability in the job market. Medical librarians support
research endeavors by providing access to scholarly resources, aiding in literature reviews, data
collection, and research publication. They play a crucial role in advancing medical research and
innovation. The inclusion of medical librarianship encourages lifelong learning as professionals
must stay abreast of new technologies, trends, and developments in healthcare information
management. This fosters a culture of continuous education and professional growth.

By equipping graduates with skills in medical librarianship, universities contribute to the
provision of quality healthcare services. Well-informed healthcare professionals and patients
lead to improved decision-making, better patient outcomes, and enhanced healthcare delivery.

Medical librarians act as knowledge brokers, facilitating the sharing of information among
healthcare professionals, researchers, educators, and patients. Their expertise promotes
collaboration and information exchange within the healthcare community.

Incorporating medical librarianship into university curricula not only enriches students’ learning
experiences but also prepares them for rewarding careers in the dynamic field of healthcare
information management. It fosters a holistic approach to information access and dissemination,
ultimately benefiting healthcare practice, research, and patient care.

Conclusion

According to the above-mentioned published literature suggested that, Equipping undergraduate
students with knowledge in medical librarianship enables them to meet the increasing demand
for healthcare information worldwide. They can support local hospitals by organizing medical
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literature, aiding healthcare professionals in staying updated, and improving patient care. These
graduates play a crucial role in providing accurate information to practitioners, supporting
various health workers, empowering patients with reliable resources, and enhancing healthcare
quality globally. The integration of medical librarianship into university curricula provides
various benefits, including the development of interdisciplinary skills, exposure to diverse career
pathways, acquisition of specialized competencies, and facilitation of research initiatives. It
encourages lifelong learning, contributes to quality healthcare services, facilitates information
sharing, and prepares students for fulfilling careers in healthcare information management.
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SIM(LHSLD

QT JFHWImer QHTLOCLAUTEITENLD CUOTTEFS 6T60TLIG F&H6L  HleMMUI6W (hSHGSLD
SleuSlinmest @  aNLWWLIGWL. 6@ smbeomeall smer  C&FWISeTD
QamLHe0leL Gevdls siMle], Hmem WOMID LOETLILMRIEGS6MT  6U6NJLILIS 60T
cpevld mhs Qs mplevaureremd all(hdSHlenil  CQUOM HeUTH  FlemwmuieL
Ny&r§ss (WigWb. QHs eUmMEBUNEL [TVSESH H&H6UED QIEhERTET HleMMUTeL
LeUf &I  HIeVSFHT  WOMID  CSHTLHL  ULIBISHET  QFHMTLIT
QFMLHCLAUTETENLD EUEMTEFRNGHG Goueiunig il (DSHUILDTET eIl WhiGeneT SMHMI%H
QameTeUg  SUSILIDTGLD. [HIVSESH HH6UL  6)lEhEhIT6ULD, [0S
&5&6IL  CFMmeUGHET, CUTETIMET H&HUL QHTLIUTL6D CSMLHELBIL LI%Hest
SIUFGLOMET  eUaMfEFAUL 6T QHTLIHGID eNBSHEH SHenLeuGHIL 651 LILGeUM)
LIOORISEREGSL 2 L U-(h @GS @QFH6ITed HILSTHET  H&HEU
sTpSHSMemer  aueMIdgls Qamerar Gelaiguid STeHH6  CHEMEULITGLD.
55T LLGCaIM alm&saileld LeLGeum| 261 _shiseTed HILOIL FHH5HE
HIOIL LD/ eNlevmq &@ elenmg. QeuaTLm&g C&Tesuig (h&HHTM6T. Q& FHH6r6EL
QUGBSSD WOMID HHAIL Ceallglil 66T Leogmeld eNIfSSUILG S TN
@eueummmen  GLpHlemeounled 2 Ml (PemOUNEL CUTHSSLOTET  &&H6UELSHEM6I
GCalg, QuUOMIE CETETQIGID, FHHULSGMET 6llgSL (KD, SQImenmL
LweTuRSSHID  Curg  Wempwimerr  CQBRMIAPmMEBmaT  LTN6TUMHMIOUGHILD
WSAWLTGL. @QFCFUIL (PODMSMET  HMOLL QD,  HICLEOILILDTEHELD
QMG Ceusttigul SiMe| WMHMID HWETHET BHILSTEHEHHES HUFUILD.
160G MesT Q&S (K0 H&H6U6L 61(PHHMe] FHiMUileT (LPSHWIGGlI6USHMS
SIS TG,

TRSSDE LHDID &I TPSSNO: SBSBTSHL
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TpGHSMe) LMWL ‘HEHaUEL 6PHBHMNE] earIld @ el Whigen
QBMLUTETT  SlqLILEmL.  6T6OIISHS([HEDEY DB (HHHL  SEUFLILD.
QEORIMSLT PHUW BID  eReUClUTHEUBL  CGDHSTEWITETNED TS SHM6
FalqUIUT&HE 6T6oTM)| CU(BHLOIGLD SlemLHl6oTGMMID. Sri Lanka Labour force Survey of
Department of Census & Statistics-2021  SIM&HMBUN6ITLIG, @EVMIENGUTIEL  93.3%.
sIpSSMeYeTaneufsam@L. QRG  6(pdHSHle| 6@ID UFHD  CLH6ULD
aNeMhIGeug WTg? 6T6sTengSGarTiiiquim HQHSSTEIT (Encyclopaedia of Americana
1996) "QUTH&GSGID  6(PSHOYL  (LIGUIOTE  QHSSH 6P SM6  6T6Tm)
euempallevdsell LUGRSSHHOME.  Qeomemnsuiles  CHAW  e1(pSHSMe s
QaMeTemd '@ BHUJ UTHSSHED 6T(LPSHEUD (LPIgU|LDTESTEUNTS @\ (IHLILIGIL 63T
@G GM&SW ailll  Famemn ST STDITL  eumpeiled  alalhi&s
FalgWONTEAD QMBS T(WPSIME] 6TaIml  eudIWEnm  CFWIGHIETETS).
IPSHIUGILD  UTSIILGID e Welge oiflemalll QUDMIS QBTETEUSHDES
h&ad slgluenLwmsn Qrean®h QFwourGsHemms Q@ aUlaib QuCunsg)
Qg eNfleusnLhg eu(heug  BMD HNHS 2 6Hu6nLD. @ CeucuGeum)
GLO6L&HEM6L  QeuclGoum) SITHSHRISMETUID CSTEoI(HeTeng. LIMIOUFIWLILTS
Ugsseld  epseld  Qsflhe eGal]  soalwme]  QUHDITTES
SHSUULLTT. @@UaaId, @erml sevalmdialle aQIemFLsmMEHET 19831l L 6D
EMGEUIMRISE@PL 6T LNy fld  SmenenT 2 6L SHWG. SHS eUOSUTEL
QUGG e1pSHBM6 6T Usdpw!  WILeUl  eubgd SNFFLLLILL
FMGHEIRIGEHL 6T LSl LOl6oTesNlied FMHETRISEHLD (Si6med 66, 6260, LDMHMILD
SMLE  sigliLenLullevmeremelllnd @ (H&HSH60MD) Qenecuvihglenenss.  sTenGeu
QeTml eTpSHMI6Y 6TetTLG SemLwlL Geustigul @MISIL  Lerefl  i6L6v.
LOTOTS 61(PSHSO6) 6TeoiLg QFSTLIHSG SOMIS CHMETeUSDES CHeneULITet
sMe wLOHMID HoersHmer QUMISHEG CHemeuuImer (b Q&FuUl6L
WPOWITEGLD. 6TearGeu QHML CFmpleveumsaienn ek Henwl CUMIQISDES
Geuetrig ! H&HeUeLMNIe] BIVESIHEHEG SUSIDTGL. 'HH6UL 6T(LPSBHM6Y
6TmId AL WHGHDOG ULCUM — SINETHNTID  LOMLDWITETTSHETTEYILD
QeucuGaim eUmMIaNeL&H&HMIMRIGT Q&M(HSHSLILL I (hHSTVID SICLDHES HTELS
§MIGLD (American Library Association, 1988) &GLp &MLIqWleumm)| 6616058 6uuLl

LGS Sluereng).

"$&H6UL  eT(PHHMI6Y 6TetTLG  FHEBLTHET HEHeUeLEET CHeneulLI(BLD
Curgl QafHAHMSEsS GCeusigul Hmersailer QHTGSLUUTGLW. GLeyILd
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Coemeuwlimenr  HHeuemeL S Nhg — WHUEEH Qeug  Fllwns
LuwleTU(h S SleuSMSITe SlMenest Cl&IT6uuTg (Th &S 6L

197960  HH6UeL QFTHMHEFRIGSHHT SUCUTHSW  Hemeveurns QHHS
Gumed  Gerodmeyervdl  (Paul Zurkowski) 6TEITLIONT SH&HEUL 6T(PSHSHMIQ  6TEILD
AlLWSms W  (PFE0lL 2 ENG MWSLILESST].  Qeurs
SHSHFILLG.  HFUL eI(PSIMe] QuUDM  BUTSET WMT 6TeNled  GHhIG6T
LmNSE@p5@S CHMEUWITET §&HEUD eUaTRIGEMET LILTL(RSGHIUSL LUNMHE
QUMMEUTEET (Patricia 1999) 4G LD.

QBTG  CBTLIHG GDHS H&HUL (WSSME]  TMID  HHBSSTESLD
Leogmevild  gOMISQsTeTaTUUL(h  YIeSGLUGSSHLILULL GIL 65T  LILGeum)
HMIQETRISELD  LevemwmaijsEpd 6o euetild Q& eI S Heurry.
siejervdlGreolwr, HluLfleonbgl $aeU60 6(PHSME] SLL6MOLIL (Australia, New
Zealand Information Literacy Framework) 62(h &&6M60 ﬂ@g,g;@G).lGﬂGﬂG).lU LT63T6 (IHLD
SHmestsemen C&MewoNg (HLLGN HUFILID 6Terrm) GO (RerTeng).

1. §&6I0 GCHemealemIL 2 aufhg CHEmEUWITeN &&eUedl6sT HeoTenld LOMMILD
SI61T6Y 6T6TLIEUMEMM ITLOM6D11& &6 LD.

2. GHmEUWITET §&H6UsmeL SMIDLL. DMHMID LILISHIETETHTE SHesurlMiuleLd/
CaL6eL GLMESTeTEaTaLD.

3. §&6UL LOHMID HHeUL CHHWD CFwWeLIpmMenI eNbfgen If Sims
LHSEH Q&FWIwe|LD.

4. Caall&sLULL/ 2 (HUTEHSUULL §&6UMEV (PSTEMLDCFUIIGMNGLD.

5 U  &(5SH G506 2 (HheUTHS LG Ul  UflGHeuser,
aNensemiGmer  QUDMIS  QBTaUSNEG (PHMSUW  HHEILSHMEN
NyCumrSHULSMEGSLD.

6. FHlWMesT SRESTID, BHOTOWMSHIL 65T  HHeUmeL  LTILILGHEGSLD
CgemeumesT SiMley HMeEsTSHEm 6N Q&medorg (HLILIT.  ( Source:

translated by the author)
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556160 1SS MaUTeTTH) LeLGeumILIL L 6T1(LpS B M6 & @pL 60T
NeeNiNenembEIETeNg.  Simeu  STLA  epdSMeY, oa1l & iMiey,
seunesflwiley, KAILLL epsdMel euemeuLitleiemed 61(LRGHSMI6], &Heve
gy enpsHsMley Gumerm uvesTUULL el wriseafied Siley Smeraemen
CuDDEITSHET WLISHID QeUUTDIET HH6UL 6(LPSHSMI6 2 6TeTeUTSH6NTS
ey (plguid. Gemeu epeuCleumsmns &G CHITEHEGGeUMLD.

SML& ﬂ@g;g;@&l (Visual Literacy):

SMTLE e1(psaMle] el6iug ULRsmaT UTjHde e SHH e Sieummle
aNense5mEL Uil C&Men@pd MM LWSTUGSSHID BMHMeL Y @Lb.
6160TGeU 6TLDG SIETMMTL. eUMpeIed Ceusmevuilenild SHML& LILhisener Uifihgl
Camen(h LweTU(RSGHIHTD Sment ST 61(pSHSMH6| eTerliLi(BLD.

&600163T) IM16Y| (Computer Literacy):

SeoNUUL L. &H6vuresflémll (personal computer) 6T6U6UTM)| LWI6OTLI(H&HSHI6UG| 6T60TLIENS
SINHSH([HHHEL.5-69  QUUGIMLU  BeN],  CQEFTHSHLOME  SHewunefenulLl
LwlesTU(b & Hleutmev, Seuviesll SiMl6y CUMMEUTTSHS &(HGHLILI(B6UMIJ. (Sri Lanka Labor
Force Survey 2021, by Department of Census & Statistics). @66UMIGHMSHUINEITLILG,,
@eomiemasuilev 34.3% L (HGWL &ewNesll iMley CQUDHMEUTHENT. AHSHIL 60T CIFT6L-
QEFWELTHSHLD (word processing), e)jhj]g,rre'na,m (spreadsheet), LD[_f)Q_lLb
BTOUSHNMBIGZET  (Database)  CLPEVID  QYOUWIRIGEHT  WOMID  HI6HEMET
2 (HUTHEED  emsWimate|d  Geueolqul  FlmeordHeneT  C&HT6uoIlg. (HLILIGIL 65T
LeLGoum  QeTCUT(HET LIETUT(RSHEmETLD LTRSS  HmesTsenernL
QUOAGLUG SuSlITGL. Seauillell Higeosamear (RS ID HMET (computer
programming) 6'[68TQ_| @rr'u(ze, @@ILII:I]I_Gﬁ]Gi)GNGU.

lq-SBIL_L_6D a@gg,@m (Digital Literacy):

&6ouiesll 9I6L6VG QFeLGUMETHET CUTTD M IR L 6L CGMABIL LD eLH6VLD

§5&610  eM&GSUIUMLD CUTE UweNSLOMeT HYHTIRSGeNL @QIBHSHID L6

Qg eEURIGENQID  STILILGHSID  s&euesmen  Ufhg — Qsmau(®

LWTURSSHIAGTD  HmetT QP L 60  6(PEHSMHey earlUEL. @  BHUT

&eutnlentl, LDlg&a&euNesll, CLLUGEIL S1606VG VML GUTETMEUMEND SI6UF6UI]
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QEMHSHLOMS LII6TLI(H S S6TITeL 1qBILL 60 M 6TETEUTSHETTS &(hSHLILIEB UM, (
Sri Lanka Labor Force Survey 2021, by Department of Census & Statistics) . @!‘_F;g;
yerefaleugmiseteilg, @eumiemsuned 572% gl Led  Gevalwmlenel
QUDM)6TENI.

6U6MELLILT6BT6TEL a@gg,@m (Networked Literacy)

QUEMELLILTN6IT6TTEL  Hevell M6y  6TeTLS 19PBILL 6D QUMD  LI6T6TT6L Hemer
HobuL LWETUGSSHIUSTGL. HHUL CGMLJUTLED (P  CFHTEm60
LO6oTeoNUleL  QUEMRIGEMET  JEDIGUSDHTE  SMEoTSHeT QUL  LT6oT6s16D
6T1(LpSHSMI6Y eTTLLIEGLD. alemev LTetTeTeney 2 (HeUTS@GSHln ey Hmetraer
Copemeu 616 SITHFHLOGLEMEL.  6Uemey  Ll6dTenredled  6T(PSLILLL.  H&H6U6L,
o (HheuTsSLILGEID  Hjoudssiu@dHearn LOMID HoL &S0 CUmISHesTm
simwlemu  ummiw  Ufiged @ QpLCaum)s 6wssde) QummeufLLb
QmHHL Coumn(Bd. SSSHIL 6T Sl6U] LLIFHLOMEST &H&H6U6L  &H6vur(hLillg LIL
SHONGmeaTd  LweTUBSH — UmeuGSHaThGaNed  QBHHID  euemeLI
SimLUILSeMNL Q@HGID GOLINLL  QUmSIWITET §&HeUeLSm6T LB QL (K&
Falquieunmseid GCHLev CaMILUSMSET, C&HHCUTMISET, URL LOMHMILD
LO6T6TTEhF6L GUIMETMeUMEnM LILIGTL(RSSHILUTTHOUD Q([HSHFHED SIeUSILILD.

oa1 & 6T(LPGHBHMEY (Media Literacy):

GOUILL  ellemeata|demer emLujld GChréEHled ULGaIm 261 shiGafley|d
2 616 FHEHOULGHMET (SIFFH MHMID OGN FHHEULSHET) HEDIGUSDSLD,
uGuUmiey Q&WeISHEGLL, SWIHULGHEGLWD, SHeumenm  UTINLIUSMHEGSLD
Coemeuwimesr  Hmesrgen 2 &  e1(PSIHME]  eTaTLLELD. @ &lev
QHTMEVSHHTLF, QUISSLILL MIGET, eumGlenmed, udle| QFUWILULL  @eng,
QEWISH G HTETSHeT, @3Lpse, LI(6X QeueNui(p s, S 555
QBTemeLCLIAGET, HemNesll  UEMELLILT6CITEITEL, FCELPS CUMELSHSHETRIGET LOMHMILD
QFWMeMS  HiGTueMIe]  &(hHe&el S EHIMEN I RIGH6OTM6DT. 26L&
geoailwmle] & (WEHHWILLTE §&6U6L 6(LPHSHMQ|L 60T CQBIHRIGIL QFHTLTLII6L
Q@mUUsTL QUCLTH §FaU6L 6(PHSMNEUESG GCLLSIHLONS '2a1 & LOMHMILD
$FAUL 61(PSHHMQ] ' @@ (PHHW SHUAUTHOMTS, GCUSCILT(HeMS, LMHMID
LML & SHEMEOLILITS, LeLGeaumi BT &afleylLd LOMHMILD
L6V &ML &SSP SMIGETNEID NeTUMMLILIGEl6TTMS)I.
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61601G6U [HTELBIH6NT HRIGHEGH HH6UL GCFemeusml HMDUL CLMOSTETUSHM G
Geaueigll  §&6U6L  61(HFHMIemer  all([BHS CFWeuGIL 60T 201 & LOMHMID
H5FUDL  (PGHHHaTNQID  THTSTLEHHD  HMEDLOUIETETOUTSHATTS  LOMM
Geuctui(hd. 6B &HMVGHHL GHaNGHHEONLTHELD HetSHGHAUDTHOD @ (HHS
HEHEUL 61(PGHBM6| LMHMID 201 & Sevalwime] & Qrean® GHlenmaemen
o1 &g HHEULEET 1(PHFHMe| QUCUTH QMG Gleneng 261 &b LOMHMILD
D BE6UD  QUPRIGEITEMNST  (WWEHWSHUGMS UDOW  Uf&meo
D&SEF5HG 6UPRIGISIL Qeuaigani(hd Qeneuihd HlEMMUITETSH &H6r6wHHeL
Qanan(hetand. Q& SOOI SOMIG CQHMeTeUS 6T cpeLD  LeLGeauM)
HESTEMLOGH6M6NT GUM (LPLg ULD.

&6V &ITI] a@,{f,g)g‘j]su (Academic Literacy):

epEImMD  Hlemev  Hevallullerr G emeudsener LLTSHH Q&uwwl  QomHemul
LWeTURSEHID  SHmest  sevallgn] e1psaMie] eelu@md. @UuUED  Heo
Geuemen&eMed Academic Literacies 6T60TM)]  Li6oTemLOUTNEL Liwl6TLI(RSSLILIBH TSI,
L QILD6IT- Weideman, 2021). 6JCl6tTenlled SilgliLiemL eum&LIL, &HJ&HsHHeL Lifl&ev,
feseLemars SIEGL  PMME, SigluemL  6(pSHSH SHmeT aNCEL LTS
GOUILL  ChTEESSEHIL 60T  SalgUl  HILEOWIDTET  WOMID  [BHLOLISLDTEOT
IPHSTHMEL  pfliemer  QeupmIeT SILRKIGLD. FHH6UeL  6T(LPSHSMIaTeL
@ufleurerrg &M GwbumLmsr eLwid. FabHeors @& &eoell &y
HTLSISERG@G WDGaID HSHHWTUFWILTET (h L WLDTGLD. 6JCleTsoilev
geoel MBS 6N(PHSMEME  LILSHMEVESHNS  LOMETITEUTEHET, Qb UIEUTETTSH6N
LOMID LULSMELSEHLNS  2a1ULITSHeTILLID 2 (heuTéhd Geeuong il SLenlolium
SIUTHERSHE 2 61T6rg).

L&  e(PSHHMe]  eT6tTUGH  GSOILUTES LML RIS  LigLLSe|D
PGS Huamsgiaud QuOMBLUDE GNSSHGTDG. LPeOMWITEDT
&evel LOMID UTLLD FMJhE eUTEFSMIGmeT UMM alleuTéseald, LGLUUMLIe)
Qeuwied  Wiguors  @Q@oUugLer  Soallwme] QUMD  SHellBLFEeT
GO L &6L )G &lemMUITIEL HenL QUOHMIS QS ITEHUTL. (T S (G LD
2 ML eL&eNeL ol Ujeuond URSafly QFlueld  (plgulLb.
ACHGumeTm HFH seveNlwimle] (Financial Literacy), &HSMTHMY  61(LDSHSM6L (Health
Literacy), 6T a@gg,@m(Resource Literacy), &CLPS SHELMFFITI 6T@§,g,@6)4(30cial
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Cultural Literacy), Q&WMeNS Mictutevuile)] &My 6T1(PSSMIEY (Al Literacy) GLITETM
UeLGaIml GIODEMETUD &FMiHS SN, HMeT HILSTHEFHES SUFUILD
6T60TLIEMS SINHE(HSHH6L HLLMLILDITE 2 61168,

BTLSTSH6T  6UCUTHEU(BLD HRIGEHHGCar elleorm QHT(H&ES Geuesu(hLb,
gw  wLHUSH QLW  Ceustor(Hd. @FHMETS stTeU(Hd  NEMTEHSHEm6T
SEUGTHSI6L CSTETETEVIMLD.

BIRIGET $&H6U6D 6T(LPSBHMNN6Y 2 eTeTeUTHanT?

1. 6TRIGETH, SILELF  (TRIGTH QUTFSHTEHEHMLILISHID CHemelsmlL
SIMLITATD STEHUT6LD, eUMIUIMISSHED (LPIg.U]LDT?

2. QUTBHSSHLOMET FHHUMEL GCLUMED CHEMEUWITET HHEUD U GHTHISENEI
ST MIWLI6LD (LPIg.U{LDIT?

3. BMRIGET [HELL GFHLEL 2 §HEEMOT ( search strategies )2 (H6UTEHS
Pl UjLom?

4. §&eUmeL eNFeT FHWMES LHIIE Q& (Wigu|om?

5. QBpO(WemM, QUITIHEMTHILD, WLOMID FLL HEHL&HMeN  &(hSSleL
Qemen(p W&EF  Fllwmer  (PHMUNL  HEHeUeLSHemen  LIweTU(hSS
(Plg U|Lom?

@alCleum@m  eflemeysb@  '(Wiguld'  eteorm  ellemlwleNé&s  Falqliel]
H&FWIONS §BH6UL T(PSHSHMI6Y 2 eTeTeunms @\(HLILITH.

(Plg-6x6miy

Uy eIl aubhd [HIVES HHaIL GCameldsT 6@id GUTE BHILEHH6L
STELIUGHTD SFHLLULL  QUaTRISDMET QUTFSIHEHHSG  6ULPMIG6US 60T
cpevld  eumESy  Hduslemw QuUONBHS ST @QUCUTEH WTMEILL &)
UTFSTSH6T o)l

SHSLITFLOIT6OT G606 6L LLIEUTSHETSHELLD & 56160 &H6M6I QeueuGeum)

QllgelhiGafeyld, 261_shIGaNOBHHID QuUD  Geustonguwl  HFLILIHSHSSH6L

2 _ermenentl]. @eeUTMTE UTEFSHTHEMOT SH(HLFH LUBHEHSHOD 2 6051 GUITSHGL 60T

(world trend) 6TLD&| HTEVE GFeMEUGZEMET LIGIMOLILGHHOD 6TIDGH 6UTFSHTHED6T

H5F6UL  cI(PGHHMI6Y 2 eMeneufaamTe 2 (HauTdse|d, yfw  ufleommiod

siGHGIeTen BHels [HILVS HHeUL Caemeusdienen HMDLUL  CLOMESTETETELD
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AQUCUTE BHTLSU;HERHEG HHUL M6 USSHLTUSWIDTHEIDGEI. 6TenGeu
HEHEUL  IPHHMI6] 2 eTaTeUIEHET  HHeUeL FHevedl  SflelledT  (LpSEW
SHHHTHHHMG LflhG QsMeTeUTfHer. QeUT&H6T FHhiSGEHMLU  HEHEU6D
Coemeusmil  UMILMISSHED, SRESFESHED, USH6T  S6T6]  MHMILD
SETMDEDUI  FULOMENES FalglQUNTHED ULGEUM 6UMSBIITET  &§&H6LU6D
SSMIRIGEMET Sl MlhGI QUTHSHLOMETT  HHULGHMeT  GCHL LD,
Caalflesaln, QuTBSHHLTET CHESHL FHHHACTTUTLIRISmOT LNTCUITEHSSH6LD
@@uuy. WNsebd uwaietar GCHLEL W SHSH&mer S LLOIL b, eNjgeo
FHWTE  Hoeuemev  LHUIEH  QFUIWSD,FFIUITET  HEDL (LD EMME (EMhHL 63T
@ULSLEET MHMID CLMCHTESHEHL 60T HHeUsmeL HDLL.  LuleTU(h &S
(LG L LOMEUTEUITS QLI 6T @ meuflen 2IMlayS S5 Sled
CaIHOSEHSHSLILL L 5 56ULEEM6N 6060018861 LD (L) GmOIUNLC L
ChI&Hs5HmG HlemmGeumm 556260160 oL LwledTU(h & & LD
GalgUleUpmee|d Q@UUT. L (HOWLISSHLONS 6UTDHITET (LP(PEIGHID SHMEL
6TemID GamLumLenL Nertumm Hmhg CHmheveumssisnd el Henwl  Cum
Q8 oS, HH6UEOl6T LILIGTUTL ML FHLp 2 616em CUT(HeMTHT) FLL
LMHMID  &ePs  §E&HLEGmeL  Uflhe QMG  HHeusd  SHeualmisnel
QUATTEHHISH CSTETELGH6L HTeLGHH6T C&emeUUITGLD.
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The librarian dress code plays a role in presenting a professional image to the community-
WM Thusithakumari

Senior Assistant Librarian/ Faculty of Medicine, Wayamba University of Sri Lanka

Introduction

Due to the reflection of the professional appearance or the socio-psychological impact of
clothing, the librarian needs to be clean, fit and simple keeping the traditional look of their own
country to show the national identity. This is the story, that focuses on the dress code of the
academic librarian and the respect. The specific objectives are investigating the impact of
clothing on the self-image, which is imbued with high respect, exposure to national values and
the culmination of intelligence. Our outward appearance is a potent nonverbal communication
tool. In the same way we select words and intonations to communicate distinct ideas, we also
need to select accessories, clothing, shoes, and hairstyles. We refer to it as style. All clothes have

a voice, regardless of their style, texture, fabric, or colour.

Clothing can make you Feel Powerful. Having well-tailored, high-quality clothing can boost
your self-esteem and empower you to take on personal and professional challenges. According to

research, dressing formally can alter how you perceive and handle situations.

Librarians and Dress Code

The library is the lifeblood of every community. The major function of it is the transmission of
knowledge from one generation to another. The library is a growing organism. It is a treasure
house of mankind. Tertiary education is dynamic; policy, technology, pedagogy and student
behaviour. The academic library is subjected to these changes and the university librarians
should be able to manage this change effectively and it is the major fact that a librarian should be
acquainted with. However, the nomenclature does not use the terms Lecturer or professor to
identify the Librarian. He/ She is the first to encounter the newcomers or freshmen who enter the
university, conducting the orientation programme and lectures in various disciplines and the
librarian renders a remarkable service as a lecturer in the library. Hence the librarian’s

appearance in fashion is very important.
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The real word “fashion” originates from the Latin word “facio” or “factio” which means making
or doing. Therefore, the meaning of ‘fashion’ as a term comprises the meaning of creation.
Fashion is the area of activity that involves styles of clothing and appearance. The dress is a
symbolic language. If the library serves and interacts with people, then it must have a unique/
quality dress for the librarian. Hence the attraction of the people other than the impression of the
librarian and his staff could be effectively marketed through visual cues more than personal
sense of taste; it is an imperative cultural expression. The “language” of dress can express us
considerable amount of people as their speech. This is especially important for the dignity of the
professionals. Librarian fashion is the attire of the librarian according to his/ her designation with
dignity and national identity. That dress should display the oriental, western or intermediate

fashion.

It could be defined the “Dress” as “an assemblage of modifications of the body and or
supplements to the body”. Also just like people want to have food every day, people want to
wear clothes and their attire selections reflect a lot of almost all the people before they express

their voice. Such, 93% of messages are carried by non-verbal features; 7% is oral

communication, 38% is as of body language and tone and 55% is visual appearance.

P

i P
\% |
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Figure 1: Western men’s fashion
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Figure 2: Western women'’s fashion every year from 1915 to 1938
Clothing or the dress is a huge fragment of the visual appearance facet. Furthermore, the attire
picks people to show their self-confidence which is revealed in their body language and tone. A
librarian’s fashion presence has a powerful impression on others giving a self-image and clothing
style of each professional influences their appearance and dignity. Formal clothing shows more
competent and rational. Clothing is very important for the reputation and recognition of peers

and outsiders because it symbolizes social status and identity.

How many of us truly understand how this impression differs from what we convey to them,
what we wear can affect our personality, as “clothing significantly influences how others
perceive us and how they respond to us”. Accepting the psychologically changing aspects of why
the right-for-us clothing can subsidize our confidence, raise our self-esteem, and it play a major

role in our workplace.

Females are more aware of fashions and conscious of others' clothes and fashions/ styles than
males. Men are more self-conscious than females about their dress sense and how they have
appeared in public. Fashion is the most widely spread medium of women’s self-expression.
Some are saying that fashion is not repressive to women; on the contrary, dress offers the tools of
creative self-expression, which is mainly imperative on account of gender, class, sexuality and
ethnicity. World Library and Information Congress (WLIC) 2018 in Kuala Lumpur (24-30
August 2018) offered a very outstanding opportunity to present papers as well as short video
films on “Librarian Fashion: What does the way we dress say about?”. Anne Reddacliff and her

team (2018) interviewed librarians representing various communities in Australia and created a

39



short video film conveying the diversity of librarians' wear and expressions of the diversity of
librarian stylishness in Australia. Dressed to the 746s: Australian Librarian Style is a video that
reveals the multiplicity of the Australian library profession. It examines the choices of their
clothing, their smartness and their identities. The objective of their study was to encourage those
librarians to do more than wear cardigans, glasses and pearls. They do not fit into one stereotype.
They frequently make fundamental selections about what they dress to express their personalities

and the belongings they care about.

Our neighbours who are Indian women have three unique traditional clothes that women wear.
But, due to influences like globalization and westernization, today’s women take a new Sstyle
while it derives to dress penetrating and tattooing elegances and their favourites, and jewellery
usage by female library professionals. The majority of them manipulated that clothing/ fashions
have an impact on the friendliness of undergraduate library users and Jewelry and other

decorations were preferred although tattooing practice was completely lacking.

The precise attires can lift the self-image and confidence of the professionals. The people lead
on several reasons for choosing clothes based on situational reasons, physical accomplishments
and social reasons, for instance, adhering to traditional standards, meeting expectations and
being appropriately keen on clusters. The librarians also base their clothing choices on spiritual
aspects, such as; being eye-catching, impression-dominant, or directing the librarian’s vision.
Dress code varies according to femininity, religious conviction, societal being, oldness, culture,
status, social class and profession. Why does the public wear attire? According to Maslow’s
Hierarchy of Needs, attire can fulfil needs at almost every level. In the beginning, clothing
served the same basic human needs, protection, beautification, identification, humility and
prestige. In Sri Lanka, fashion has an extraordinary historical and cultural significance. In this

connection, the dress code plays a role in presenting a professional image to the community.

The people need to feel moral with themselves and it could come in the form of social status,
respect, self-esteem, recognition by others and the autonomy to do as they delight. The needs
from the bottom to upwards of the hierarchy; are psychological (food and attire), safety (security

of the profession), love and belonging needs (friendship), esteem and self-actualization.
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Further, the Librarian dress code should not come with piercing such as jewels, religious or
political symbols, or fancy accessories as it will not asset to keep the standards of the library and
the self-position it creates. The ethical way to identify the difference between librarian and
library director is compulsory to distinguish the hierarchy of the library framework as the
enclothed cognition is quite popular nowadays to vary the social gap and designation frequencies

in the spectrum of the library.

Various Types of Dresses Used in Sri Lanka

There are different ethnic groups in Sri Lanka such as; Sinhalese, Tamil, Moors, Burghers,
Malays, Europeans etc. And also their costumes and clothes are different from each other. When
it comes to Sinhalese and Tamil women, both of them wear saris but in different styles while
Muslim women wear the sari with a headdress. There are two types of saris named the Kandyan

and Indian sari.

Figure 3: The Sri Lankan women wear saris in different styles
At present women wear different types of costumes which represent the greatest variety and

many purely national elements.

@

Figure 4: The Sri Lankan men and women wear different types of costumes

in many purely national elements
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Most of all their dresses are decorated with various types of pieces of jewellery such as
necklaces, earrings, brooches, rings, bracelets etc. Sinhalese mostly value and appreciate
ornaments made up of gold. In addition, they also wear jewellery made up of silver, sapphires,

rubies, emeralds, topazes, aquamarines etc.

\!1 ' F e an
N § ‘;x a
Figure 5: Various types ofjewellery

By observing someone's costumes we can measure their level of education, their social class

social power, profession and the occasion that they are attending (wedding, party etc.).

Figure 4. The people’s costumes on different occasions that they are attending
Fashion has always been an undeniable means of women’s expression. The choices of everyday
garments create one woman’s style and style is considered to be a reflection of individual
identity or it could be unfair at the win on the other hand part of it. At all times Fashion has been
a means of expression and personal development. Further, she argues that in the movement the
activist woman uses ways to shape her empowered feminine uniqueness and the fashion females

wear enriches their personalities and pays to their self-confidence.

Should librarians have a unique dress code?
Library and the role of librarians are dynamic. Whether their attires are done according to their
designations with dignity and national identity, does it display/ show their own traditional

culture? These are the factors to which attention should be paid.
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The word “Dignity” derives from the Latin word “Dignitas” meaning “to be worthy”. Dignity is
given to earn honour within the community. You just have no one who can take it away. The
word “Respect” is from the Latin word “respectus” and means “to look back at”. Different
librarians have different visuals of what dignity is and some of them say that it’s showing
academic power through a suitable dress code while some say that it’s truly about earning
respect and honour within society. Another one of such ideas is that dignity is the self-esteem

and recognition within society as well as the university.

In Sri Lanka, it can be seen that lady librarians wear dresses with lighter colours, mostly
Kandyan or Indian sarees, while gents wear national/shirts or trousers. Focusing on good
etiquette and well-mannered behaviour that explores their fashion, a dress, which is ethnically
and culturally accepted, professionally smart and, in academic librarians, a dress suited for
academics can be seen to be worn by them.

Conclusion

The dress expresses the person’s lifestyle and simple elegant dress suits for the designation and
to save the dignity within the community. In addition, the dress code of the librarians develops
the marketing image of the library. The way of the dress must say that they are confident, and
happy as librarians and have knowledge and power to hold their positions and should be
respected by the majority of the community they serve.

Clothing assists with many commitments and wearing attire is a social standard. It may function
as a custom of beautification and an appearance of an individual sense of taste or elegance.
Consequently, it can be concluded that the dress code expresses almost all the individuals’
uniqueness, strongness and the occupation or the chain of command. In addition, though the
situation is instinctive to deliberate of clothing which we project our self-image to the societies,
since attires impact over the identity. The visual appearance of a person displays the dignity of
the position and also it helps to build up the personality. The visual appearance of the librarian in
the university environment is critical to providing excellent service encouraging library users to
engage with one of the key intellectual views of our universities. This article attempted to
express and illuminate the capacity of the psychology of the individual behind the clothing style.

Therefore, a librarian should not follow the concept of uniformity but it is necessary to consider
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about demographical condition of the region or the particular country in line with certain library

policies and procedures and the library environment.
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The Concept of School Library

Various scholars have interpreted the concept of the school library in parallel with their expertise
and potential. However, a globally accepted definition for the school library was presented by the
IFLA in 2015, along with a set of guidelines and definitions that can be applied to any society in
the world. Therefore, the IFLA definition and guidelines on the school library are considered the
most formal and comprehensive definitions available so far. As IFLA (2015) defined “a school
library is a school’s physical and digital learning space where reading, inquiry, research,
thinking, imagination, and creativity are central to students’ information-to-knowledge journey
and to their personal, social, and cultural growth. This physical and digital place is known by
several terms (e.g., school media centre, centre for documentation and information, library
resource centre, library learning commons) but school library is the term most commonly used
and applied to the facility and functions” (p.16).

School Librarian or Teacher Librarian

A universally accepted definition for the concept of a school librarian or teacher librarian cannot
be found. Hence, it varies from country to country and region to region etc. As Manika (2022)
interpreted ‘The professional and certified librarian who works at the schools who responded to
provide, facilitate, and organize various information resources for the school community also
train them to be information literate. In the Sri Lankan context, lack of studies can be found on
the concept of school libraries and school librarians. However, a few decades ago, Yapa (1998)
published an article on School Libraries in the journal "School Libraries Worldwide™. There she
mentioned “In Sri Lanka, the term school librarian has been normally used to denote a person
who is in charge of a school library, irrespective of whether he or she is a qualified librarian, a
teacher, a clerk, or a volunteer” (p.09).Further the researcher briefing an account on scheme of
recruitment of School librarians in the Sri Lankan context, their duties and wages etc.
“According to scheme of recruitment in the government sector, those who are recruited as school
librarians should at least have completed the First Year Course in Library and Information
Science conducted by the Sri Lanka Library Association or have completed the Certificate
Course in Library and Information Science conducted by the University of Kelaniya. Because
school librarians are not teachers, they do not have the same status as teachers. Their salaries are
lower than those of teachers. Those who have been recruited by the Ministry of Education and
Higher Education are paid according to their qualifications and experience. Teachers who look
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after the library are not paid extra for their services. Others who work in libraries are paid by the
individual schools with the help of school development funds or parents and past students”
(p.10). This gives an overview of the concept of school librarians in Sri Lanka in past years.
However, the situation may have changed over the course of years. Meanwhile, the definition
presented by the IFLA in 2015 is considered the most comprehensive and formal interpretation
of a school librarian to date. According to IFLA (2015) “A school librarian is responsible for the
school’s physical and digital learning space where reading, inquiry, research, thinking,
imagination, and creativity are central to teaching and learning. This role is known by several
terms (e.g., school librarian, school library media specialist, teacher librarian, professors,
documentalistes) but school librarian is the term most commonly used (p.25). Further as IFLA
highlighted the qualifications and recruitment policy of a School Librarian is vary from the
country to country and region to region etc. “The qualifications of school librarians vary across
the world and may include librarians with or without teacher training and librarians with training
in other library specialties” (p.25).

Status of the School Librarian in the Modern Information Age

School librarians play a multifaceted role in educational institutions, and their responsibilities
extend far beyond merely managing the school library. They are also playing other roles such as
those of educators, administrators, teaching consultants, information specialists and information
literacy (IL) teachers (Lo & Chiu, 2015). The role of a school librarian in the modern age is
closely intertwined with technology and evolving communication techniques. In today's
information-driven world, school librarians must continuously update their skills and knowledge
to effectively serve as technology-savvy information professionals. They play a critical role in
helping students develop digital literacy and navigate the digital landscape safely and effectively.
Empowering school librarians with modern information and communication technologies can
indeed be beneficial in enhancing their role in education and providing better services to
students. The modern school librarians cannot make a positive contribution to their clientele
without the digital literacy skills. They are compelled to support the teachers and students to
exploit the advanced information landscape using the modern information technologies,
especially, through the exploitation of computers and social media (SM). For this, the school
librarians must necessarily be empowered in digital literacy skills, to make a positive impact on
the teaching learning culture of the Sri Lankan school system (Dharmarathne, 2023).

IFLA Guidelines on the Role of Professional School Librarian

The main aim of this short communication is to give a brief overview of the role of professional
school librarians in the digital age, as emphasized by the IFLA. As highlighted by the IFLA,
there are five skills and competencies that a school librarian must achieve in today's society. The
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five competencies are 1.) Instruction 2.) Management 3.) Leadership and Collaboration 4.)
Community engagements 5.) Promoting library programs and services. Following is the brief
account of five competencies as explained by the IFLA.

% Instruction:
According to IFLA guidelines, a professional school librarian's instructional responsibilities

extend beyond working with individual students, small groups of students, and classrooms to
include formal and informal professional development of teaching colleagues. The main
responsibilities included in a school librarian's teaching role are;

e Literacy and reading promotion;

e Information literacy (information skills, information competences, information fluency,
media literacy, transliteracy);

e Inquiry-based learning (problem-based learning, critical thinking);

e Technology integration; and

e Professional development for teachers
(IFLA, 2015, p.27.)

®,

< Management

Organizing the documentation systems and making procedures for the maximum use of them is
one of the main tasks of a professional school librarian's management role. This encompasses the
physical and digital surroundings of the library, the material resources (both physical and
digital), and the digital and the pedagogical programs and services (both physical and digital).
This position may also involve managing human resources, which includes hiring, choosing,
training, overseeing, and assessing library employees.

0,

% Leadership and Collaboration

The librarian develops and implements curriculum-based library services and programs that
enhance teaching and learning for all students in collaboration with the administrators and
teachers of the school. Inquiry and project work, problem-solving, literacy, reading engagement,
and cultural activities are just a few of them. A school librarian may participate in integrating
technology and providing professional development for administrators and teachers, either by
themselves or in partnership with other professionals in the school. Collaborating is an essential
component of a school librarian's role. A school librarian collaborates with the administration to
foster awareness and support for the library's role in advancing the school's objectives. A school
librarian must take part in leadership teamwork and planning for the entire school, and to report
directly to the principal, head teacher, or deputy head of the school. As well as the school
librarian should collaborate with other school librarians to extend and continue their professional
development and learning.
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% Community Engagement

School libraries should recognize the role that families play in their children's education as well
as the advantages of information transmission across generations. Programming, collection
development, and outreach activities that invite a variety of indigenous, culturally and
linguistically diverse and other unique individuals into our libraries form an integral part of
community involvement. Families and communities assist in helping children. For the social,
educational, cultural, democratic, and economic well-being of people from diverse backgrounds,
there needs to be an extensive plan that supports their equitable access to information, ideas, and
imaginative works as well as their positions in school libraries and their participation and
contribution at governance levels. The transmission of wealth and knowledge between
generations is a fundamental principle in many civilizations. The prevailing culture in which the
school library functions may differ greatly from the effective and meaningful transfer of
knowledge to children from these communities. In every possible occasion, a school librarian
should communicate with public libraries and library associations, among other library
organizations in the surrounding area. Also, school libraries and public libraries should work
collaboratively to enhance library services for children and teens in a particular community.

0,

% Promoting Library Programs and Services

To ensure that target groups are aware of the school library's stand as a partner in learning and as
a provider of resources, services, and programs, it is essential to promote the programs, services,
and facilities offered by the library. The principal and other members of the school
administration, department heads, instructors, students, and parents are the target group for
promoting library services. The IFLA (2015) further emphasized that “a school library should have a
written promotion plan, worked out in cooperation with the school administration and teaching
staff. The plan should include the following elements: objectives; an action plan that indicates
how the objectives will be attained; and the evaluation methods by which the success of the
action plan will be assessed”(p.29).

References:

Dharmarathne, A. (2023). Computer Literacy and Social Media awareness among the School
Librarians in the Kandy District, Sri Lanka.In. P.Wijetunge, C.J. Wijesundara & T.Ramanan
(Eds.).Proceedings of the NILIS 06th International Research Symposium: Research Excellence
in Library & Information Science (pp.29). National Institute of Library and Information Sciences
(NILIS), University of Colombo.

49



International Federation of Library Association and Institutions .(2015). IFLA School Library
Guidelines, Written by the IFLA School Libraries Section Standing Committee. Retrieved

on 15" June, 2024 from: https://repository.ifla.org/bitstream/123456789/58/1/ifla-school-library-
guidelines.pdf

Lo,P. and Chiu, D.K.W.(2015).Enhanced and changing roles of school librarians under the
digital age. New Library World, VVol.116, No11/12, pp.696-710.

Manika, L. (Ed.).(2022).Technological advancements in Library service innovation. United
States: IGI Global.

Yapa, G. (1998), School libraries in Sri Lanka: a state-of-the-art report, School Libraries
Worldwide, Vol. 4. No. 2, pp. 1-14.

50



AYURVEDA, THE ART OF MEDICINE.Dr. (Ms.) N. L. Pathinayake

Head — Literature Research Section
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Among the various systems of Traditional Medicine, Ayurveda stands out distinctly as not only a
system of great antiquity but an organized system with distinct aims and objectives. Ayurveda
has been described as a dynamic philosophy of life and not as a system of medicine. It is
conductive to a healthy individual and social life in performing one’s duty and fulfilling social
obligations and attaining perfect bliss of liberation. It is important to realize however, that
Ayurveda is not just curative in approach but reveals a deeper insight into the various problems

of human life.

As the word Ayurveda implies, it has been formed by the combination of two words- Ayu and
Veda meaning thereby the knowledge which deals about Ayu or life. Thus, the word Ayurveda
has got a wide range of meaning i.e., to know about life, to obtain advantages from life and to

maintain the life.

The following comprehensive definition of Ayurveda is given by ancient Ayurveda texts.

“That is named the science of life (Ayurveda), wherein is laid down the good and the bad life,
the happy and the unhappy life, and what is wholesome and what is unwholesome in relation to

life, as also the measure of life”.

Preservation of health in the healthy and curing illness in the diseased are stated as the twin
objects of Ayurveda or science of life. Prevention is given top priority in this system by giving a

detailed description of daily routine keeping in mind the seasonal variations.

Ayurveda thus expounds a whole way of life embodying not only the physical and psychological
aspects but also the philosophical, ethical, and moral aspects on the one hand, and the individual
and the universal health, on the other. This holistic and universal concept of health must be
considered as a contribution of Ayurveda.

Aim of Ayurveda is primarily for promotion, prolongation and maintenance of healthy and

happy human life. First objective of Ayurveda is to strive for Dharma, Artha, Kama, and
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Moksha. Dharma means to observe social and moral rules. Artha means understanding by sense
organs of body and thinking over it. Kama means desire of various kinds. Moksha means
salvation, to break the cycle of biath-death and re-birth. For achieving above aims, Ayurveda
insists that, every man should observe Dinacharya means Daily Routing, Ritucharya means
Seasonal Routing and Sadvritta means Ethical Routing. Ayurveda gives stress on observing

Aahara- Diet, Nidra- Sleep, and Brahmacharya.

Ayurveda is derived from vedas more than four thousand years back. It is based on observation

of nature and man.

Ayurveda emphasizes that whatever is present in the universe, is also present in the individual
body. Man is a miniature of Nature. Hence basic components of man and universe are same.
Material and non- material, two components are necessary for creation of universe. These are
known as panchamahabhuta or primordial substances. They are five in number- Prithvi, Aap,
Tej, Vayu, Akash. Non- material or Omni substances are three- Sattva, Rajas, Tamas. Sattva
means consciousness or knowledge, Rajas means motion or action and Tamas means inertia,
resists other two. Vata, Pitta, Kapha are three forces acting in the body known as Thridosha.
Vata is responsible for all voluntary and involuntary movements in the body. It also regulates
activities of body and mind. Pitta is responsible for food digestion, conversion into body tissues,
regulation of body temperature, etc. Kapha builds body and protects it from destruction.

Throughout life, there is a constant interaction between the internal and external environment. A
basic principle of healing in Ayurveda holds that one may create balance in the internal forces
working in the individual by altering diet and habits of living to counteract changes in his/her
external environment. Equilibrium of three doshas is disturbed by slightest stimulation from

outside or within the body. To be healthy, equilibrium of three doshas is essential.

Ayurveda treatment aims at correcting the imbalance in biological function and also supporting
the psyche and the immune functions. It is therefore, essential to carefully select the necessary
ingredients, combine them judiciously to obtain the desirable qualities and process them
scientifically so that appropriate doses may be given for optimum effects without any harm.
When such a treatment is aimed at a particular patient depending on his/her constitution, habits,

and ailments, it becomes perfect Ayurveda treatment.
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One of the first things | learned was that medicine is an art. Until then I had held the prevalent
mechanistic view of life that the human is basically a thinking machine and that disease and
health are basically engineering problems. Ayurveda taught me that, like other arts, therapy
becomes healing only when there is a healer involved. Artisans can paint pictures, craft pots, or
compose concerti, but their products are lifeless unless, as an artist, they can breathe life into a

creation. I know now that good medicine is the offspring of the marriage of art and science.

More than a medical system, Ayurveda is a way of life, a way of cooperating with Nature and
living in harmony with her. Health in Ayurveda means harmony, and there is really no end to the
degree of harmony you can achieve if you set yourself to the task. This method of living
emphasizes prevention over cure, without neglecting cure. Some complain that Ayurveda works
slowly, but slowness is often part of the remedy, especially today when many of us suffer from
the disease of haste. Ayurveda balances and rejuvenates an organism, reducing its susceptibility

and empowering its immunity to prevent new disease from developing.

In ancient days, When Ayurveda was being developed; humans were much less able to control
their external environment than we can today. They had no choice but to rely on Nature. Lacking
fancy instruments they cultivated their intuitive abilities, and because they lived in close
proximity to Nature they found it easy to determine the medicinal effects of plants, animals and
minerals. They experimented on themselves, and handed down their observations to their

children. This collected medical lore was codified long ago in the form of Ayurveda.

The ancients used the human mind for their computer system. They developed their powers of
memorization so that each physician was a storehouse of copious medical fact, and they used
their well-developed and refined powers of intuition to direct the therapy. They made Ayurveda

in to a healing art.
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Sri Lanka Library Association: Nurturing Knowledge and Connectivity - Mrs. T.M.C.
Hansamali Thennakoon
Information & Public Relation Officer (2023/2024)

In the heart of Sri Lanka's intellectual landscape lies an organization
dedicated to the preservation and dissemination of knowledge, the
Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA). Established under Law No. 20 of
1974 by the National State Assembly, and amended by Act No. 7 of
2004, the SLLA has been a cornerstone of the nation's library
community for decades.

The SLLA's role extends beyond national borders as it proudly holds memberships in prestigious
international and regional library associations. It stands as a founding and executive member of
the Organisation of Professional Associations (OPA) of Sri Lanka, a testament to its leadership
and influence within the professional sphere.

Internationally, the SLLA is an active participant in the Regional Federation of South Asian
Library Associations (REFSALA), fostering collaboration and sharing best practices among library
associations across South Asia. Its membership in the Commonwealth Library Association
(COMLA) underscores its commitment to global library standards and practices, promoting
access to information as a fundamental human right.

Moreover, the SLLA is a recognized member of the International Federation of Library
Associations (IFLA), which serves as a global voice for libraries and information professionals
worldwide. This affiliation not only enhances the SLLA's visibility on the international stage but
also ensures it remains at the forefront of global library developments and innovations. The Sri
Lanka Library Association reaffirmed its commitment to global collaboration by strengthening
ties with key international bodies.

In a recent statement, they highlighted ongoing partnerships with prominent organizations
including the International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA), the Council for Achieving
Sustainable Development Goals (CSDG), and the Commonwealth Library Association (COMLA).
These alliances aim to enhance knowledge exchange, promote best practices in library services,
and foster sustainable development initiatives nationwide. By maintaining these relationships,
the Association seeks to empower local libraries and librarians to thrive in an increasingly
interconnected world.

At the helm of REFSALA, the current Chairperson is none other than the President of the Sri
Lanka Library Association, highlighting the esteem and leadership capabilities of the SLLA within
the South Asian library community.

Locally, the SLLA plays a pivotal role in advancing the library profession through advocacy,
professional development programs, and initiatives aimed at improving library services across
Sri Lanka. It serves as a hub for librarians, archivists, and information specialists, facilitating
networking opportunities and knowledge-sharing platforms that elevate the standards of
library services nationwide.
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As we navigate the complexities of the digital age, the Sri Lanka Library Association remains
steadfast in its mission to uphold the principles of access to information, intellectual freedom,
and lifelong learning. Through its strategic partnerships and collaborative efforts both locally
and globally, the SLLA continues to shape the future of libraries in Sri Lanka and beyond,
ensuring that libraries remain vibrant centers of knowledge and community engagement.

One of the key distinctions of the SLLA is its recognition by the Government of Sri Lanka
regarding professional qualifications and training. The qualifications obtained through SLLA's
professional courses are acknowledged as the basic requirements for entry into careers in
library and information science within the country. This recognition underscores the SLLA's
commitment to ensuring that its members possess the necessary skills and knowledge to excel
in their field.

Moreover, the SLLA's professional courses are held in high esteem and accepted on par with
those offered by leading international professional associations. This parity not only reflects the
rigorous standards upheld by the SLLA but also enhances the employability and professional
credibility of its members both locally and internationally.

As the sole professional body representing library professionals across Sri Lanka, the SLLA plays
a pivotal role in advancing the profession through continuous education, training, and
certification programs. These initiatives not only cater to the professional development needs
of its members but also contribute to the overall enhancement of library services and
information management practices nationwide.

The appointed members of the SLLA governing council shoulder the critical responsibility of
advancing the objectives set forth for the sustainable growth of library and information science.
Additionally, the officers elected to the governing council, entrusted by their peers for a two-
year term, emphasize not only the importance of fulfilling assigned duties for the association's
continuity but also the imperative to redouble efforts towards unmet objectives. This collective
commitment underscores their dedication to shaping the future trajectory of the association,
ensuring it remains responsive to evolving challenges and opportunities in the field.

Today marks a significant milestone as the Sri Lanka Library Association celebrates its 64"
Annual General Meeting. On this occasion, the association is proudly awarding Higher Diploma
and Diploma certificates to those who have completed their studies in Library and Information
Science at the SLLA. Congratulations to the Sri Lanka Library Association for this achievement,
and heartfelt congratulations to the fresh graduates who are now equipped for a promising
future in the field

In conclusion, the Sri Lanka Library Association stands as a beacon of excellence and
professionalism in the library and information science sector. Its recognition by the
Government of Sri Lanka and its equivalence to international standards attest to its
commitment to advancing the profession and empowering its members. As libraries evolve in
the digital age, the SLLA continues to adapt and innovate, ensuring that library professionals in
Sri Lanka are equipped with the skills and qualifications necessary to meet the challenges of the
future.
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Reading Quotes

“A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies, said Jojen. The man who never
reads lives only one.”
— George R.R. Martin

“You can never get a cup of tea large enough or a book long enough to suit me.”
— C.S. Lewis

“Never trust anyone who has not brought a book with them.”
— Lemony Snicket

“We read to know we're not alone.”
— William Nicholson

“Sometimes, you read a book and it fills you with this weird evangelical zeal, and
you become convinced that the shattered world will never be put back together
unless and until all living humans read the book.”

— John Green,

“If one cannot enjoy reading a book over and over again, there is no use in
reading it at all.”
— Oscar Wilde

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn,
the more places you'll go.”
— Dr. Seuss

“l find television very educating. Every time somebody turns on the set, | go into
the other room and read a book.”
— Groucho Marx

“What really knocks me out is a book that, when you're all done reading it, you
wish the author that wrote it was a terrific friend of yours and you could call him
up on the phone whenever you felt like it. That doesn't happen much, though.”
— J.D. Salinger

“l declare after all there is no enjoyment like reading! How much sooner one tires
of any thing than of a book! -- When | have a house of my own, | shall be
miserable if | have not an excellent library.”

— Jane Austen

“’Classic’ - a book which people praise and don't read.”
— Mark Twain

“Books are a uniquely portable magic.”
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— Stephen King,

“Books are the ultimate Dumpees: put them down and they’ll wait for you forever;
pay attention to them and they always love you back.”

— John Green

“Only the very weak-minded refuse to be influenced by literature and poetry.”
— Cassandra Clare

Books are the quietest and most constant of friends; they are the most accessible
and wisest of counselors, and the most patient of teachers.”
— Charles W. Eliot

“Until | feared | would lose it, | never loved to read. One does not love breathing.”
— Harper Lee

“A children's story that can only be enjoyed by children is not a good children's
story in the slightest.”
— C.S. Lewis

“A great book should leave you with many experiences, and slightly exhausted at
the end. You live several lives while reading.”
— William Styron

“If you don't have time to read, you don't have the time (or the tools) to write.
Simple as that.”
— Stephen King

“You don't have to burn books to destroy a culture. Just get people to stop
reading them.”
— Ray Bradbury

“Sleep is good, he said, and books are better.”
— George R. R. Martin

“Let us read, and let us dance; these two amusements will never do any harm to
the world.”
— Voltaire

“Some books should be tasted, some devoured, but only a few should be chewed
and digested thoroughly.”
— Sir Francis Bacon

“You think your pain and your heartbreak are unprecedented in the history of the
world, but then you read. It was books that taught me that the things that
tormented me most were the very things that connected me with all the people
who were alive, who had ever been alive.”

— James Baldwin
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