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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE SRI LANKA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

Dear esteemed colleagues,

I am truly honored to address this distinguished gathering at the National
conference on the crucial topic of "Libraries and Societies Connect :
Strengthening the Bonds through Community Outreach." As the President
of the Sri Lanka Library Association, I feel a deep sense of responsibility to
champion this cause that lies at the heart of our profession.

Libraries serve as the cornerstone of knowledge and enlightenment in every
society. They are not just buildings filled with books; they are vibrant hubs
of learning, connection, and progress. In today's rapidly evolving world,
where technology shapes the way we access information, libraries play
an even more vital role in bridging the digital divide and ensuring equal
opportunities for all.

Community outreach is the lifeblood of any library. It is through engaging
with our communities that we truly understand their needs, hopes, and
aspirations. By reaching out to schools, universities, local organizations,
and marginalized groups, we can extend the impact of our libraries beyond
their physical walls. The theme of this conference reminds us of the intrinsic
link between libraries and societies. As we strive to strengthen this bond,
let us remember that our ultimate goal is to empower individuals, enrich
communities, and foster a culture of lifelong learning. I urge each one
of you to share your experiences, insights, and best practices during this
conference. Let us learn from each other, inspire one another, and reaffirm
our commitment to making libraries the beating hearts of our societies.

At this juncture, I thank Chief Guest, Marshal of the Air Force Mr Roshan
Gunetileke,,Hon. Governor of the Western Province, Key Note Speaker Dr
Madhubhashini Disanayake Ratnayake, Senior Lecturer, University of Sri
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Jayawardenapua, Guest Speaker Mr Gamini Moragoda, Managing Director,
Minsara Bookshop (Pvt) Ltd & Publishers and President of National
Book Trade Association, Dr. R. D. Ananda Tissa, Chair (NACLIS) 2024,
Librarian, Gampaha Wickramarachchi University of Indigenous Medicine,
Mr. Uditha Alahakoon, Senior Assistant Librarian, NILIS, University of
Colombo, Ms. Varuni Gangabadaarachchi, General Secretary, SLLA, Ms.
Chandima Wadasinghe, Assistant General Secretary, SLLA, Ms. Kusala
Sajeewani, Asst. Librarian, Gampaha Wickramarachchi University of
Indigenous Medicine, Ms. D. W. Chandrika, Librarian, Public Library
Gampaha, the Council, Executive Committee of the SLLA and the members
of the organizing committee.

As the president of SLLA, I would like to extend my heartiest gratitude
to Mr. Thisum Jayasuriya, Chairman, Sri Lanka Convention Bureau
(SLCB) and Ms. Achini Dandunnage Senior Manager of SLCB for your
commitment to success of the two sessions.

Finally my heartiest congratulations to the, Chief Guest, keynote speaker,
Guest Speaker, Guests , invited speakers, chairpersons, special invitees,
paper presenters and all the participants.

Mr. Preethi Liyanage
President
Sri Lanka Library Association 2023/2024
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF GUEST

It is both a privilege and an honor to send you this message on the occasion
of the National Conference on Library and Information Science organized
by the Sri Lanka Library Association.

As a steadfast proponent of education and the dissemination of knowledge, I
am deeply honored to convey my message to such a distinguished gathering
of professionals, scholars, and librarians from the state sector. Your
dedication to the advancement of library science is truly commendable, and
[ am inspired by the opportunity to engage with you in discussions aimed at
furthering our noble pursuit.

Libraries occupy a sacred space in our society as beacons of learning and
enlightenment. They transcend their role as mere repositories of books,
evolving into vibrant centers of intellectual activity where ideas are not
only stored but also cultivated and shared. In an era characterized by
technological dominance and an abundance of information, libraries remain
indispensable in providing access to credible resources and nurturing a
culture of critical thinking.

I am particularly delighted that this conference has placed a special focus
on state sector librarians under the theme "Libraries and Societies Connect:
Strengthening Bonds through Community Outreach." This underscores the
vital role that public librarians, as well as those in schools and provinces,
play in connecting with communities and fostering a sense of belonging.

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the President, the Council of the
Library Association, fellow librarians, and sponsors whose unwavering
commitment has made this conference possible. Your dedication to pushing
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the boundaries of library science is truly commendable, and I am confident
that the insights gleaned from this gathering will result in positive change
in our profession for years to come.

Marshal of the Air Force Roshan Goonetileke
RWP & Bar, VSV, USP, PhD (Hon), FIM (SL), ndc, psc
Hon. Governor, Western Province
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MESSAGE FROM THE KEYNOTE
SPEAKER

The Vitality of Connections

Libraries are the heart of a society — or should be. It is not a place that one
should go if there is time, it shouldn’t be a corner of a town or a village that
lies gathering dust and an occasional visit, a boring place which younger
people hardly see in their often fast-paced glitzy internet-based existence.
It should be the core of social life especially for the young ones, which will
be central in creating a wise, educated, and eager younger generation to
take over the running of the country one day.

How do we do that? Let me give some suggestions here based on about a
year long experience of trying to teach English based on stories, poems and
songs through the “English for Fun” webpage that is held in the website of
the library of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura and is beamed through
selected public libraries coming under the National Library of Sri Lanka. I
will base my comments on what I have already seen as being possible, as
well as what is possible in the future, if we — from the education sector and
the library sector — are willing to work together with only the good of the
children and young adults in mind.

We can link the library system with the education system much closer than
it has been — informally, as much official permission would be needed to
do this formally; we can link the systems informally with the hobbies and
enjoyable aspects of young social life, by having film screenings, by having
readings, workshops, games, small seminars on books they like run by the
children themselves, and so on. If the school teachers work together with
the librarians, so much can be accomplished. All these can be done after
school or in the weekends. Youth based activities and clubs are anyway not
much found in rural villagers in Sri Lanka, I feel, not any more — and these
are vital to keep our youth energized and eager about life, in any case.

But it will not be easy, given the tuition-based education culture we have in
Sri Lanka at the moment. Activities which are not gearing young people for
exams are not looked at as being very important. But I speak as a second
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language teacher of English working in the tertiary system, and know that
there is very little tuition can do in this instance. It can teach you grammar,
write a few sentences correctly — but going by the number of adults who
end up in university but are completely lost in the use of this language, I
can say with some conviction that whatever formal teaching that goes on in
tuition classes and even in government schools, is not working very well.
We have seen this for years, we know this — yet very little change has been
brought about because there are issues like the lack of enough good English
teachers being available and so on.

Therefore, let us see if it is possible to bring about at least a little change
into the teaching of English — and maybe, if we are lucky, to the way we
think about education in general - if committed teachers and librarians work
together. Education is, after all, reading. Just that. And in an economy in
which books are becoming harder and harder to buy, the role of libraries is
becoming increasingly crucial. What we have to do now is to see how that
cruciality can be made apparent to society in general, and get people back
into libraries and reading.

Dr. Madhubhashini Disanayaka Ratnayake
Senior Lecturer

Department of English Language Teaching
University of Sri Jayewardenepura

Xiv



Book of Abstracts Session II, Gampaha

MESSAGE FROM THE GUEST SPEAKER

There are so many professions in the world. All professionals can gain
knowledge through books. All of you are fortunate enough to be with
books, protecting them and spreading knowledge to people. Automatically
you become great helpers, if the library can provide good service to expand
the wisdom of people. Therefore, establishing a Library Association is very
important for your well-being and others. These Associations will be very
helpful to develop your knowledge. Not only your knowledge but also that
of others.

The world can only be conquered with our thoughts and knowledge. If a
country wants to develop its future it should be developed with knowledge.
Your great association will guide us to take the people on the right path and
do the noble task.

There are many things you can do to equip children with knowledge.
Children quit reading as they do not have a way to read books not because
of social media or any other reason. If you can provide facilities, they will
take the maximum benefit of libraries.

I'll take this opportunity to wish you good luck and have the strength to
uplift libraries on the day of the anniversary of the Library Association.

Mr. Gamini Moragoda

Chairperson

Managing Director, Minsara Bookshop (Pvt)Ltd & Publishers
President, National Book Trade Association
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MESSAGE FROM THE CONVENER OF
RESEARCH COMMITTEE, SLLA

It is with great pleasure and privilege to pen this message to the National
Conference on Library & Information Science (NACLIS) 2024, proudly
organized by the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA), under the theme
“Libraries and Societies Connect: Strengthening the Bonds through
Community Outreach”, on 26 April 2024, in Gampaha Public Library.

Over the past years, the Sri Lanka Library Association has conducted 17
national and 03 international conferences. Researchers, librarians, and
library academics across the globe took part in the conferences and shared
research and developments in Library & Information Science. This year, we
are proud to announce the National Conference on Library and Information
Sciences (NACLIS) 2024, with a specific focus on state-sector libraries and
library professionals who are proficient in our national languages across
different areas of the country. This conference aims to empower public,
school, and government sector librarians by inculcating research culture.
The primary objective of NACLIS 2024 is to provide a platform for
our librarians to speak, debate, discuss, present, and share their research
findings, best practices, challenges, and opportunities in developing their
libraries, in their mother tongue.

This year’s theme allows LIS professionals and researchers to think about
how libraries can connect with societies, and strengthen the bonds to
meet the needs of the present generation. The proposed theme intends to
showcase the status of our regional libraries and to find strategies on how
libraries can provide innovative library services, space, equitable access
to information, organizing programmes, planning strategic activities,
and developing collections amidst various types of challenges such as
pandemics, economic, financial, and disasters to meet the needs of the
society.

Library & Information Services play a pivotal role in the quality
enhancement of life of people of different walks. Nations need innovative
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and high-tech library services to find solutions for existing and emerging
challenges related to the prosperity of societies. Library & Information
Science, hence plays a vital role in the development of nations towards
sustainability and prosperity, thus leading to a better world.

I sincerely believe that the outcomes of the NACLIS 2024 will contribute
to strengthening connections between Libraries and Societies through
effective, efficient, smart library and information services.

At this juncture, [ extend my gratitude to Mr. Preethi Liyanage, President of
SLLA, Dr. Ananda Tissa, Immediate Past President of SLLA, Mrs. Varuni
Gangabadaraachi, the General Secretary of SLLA, and all council members
for their support in conducting NACLIS 2024 as two sessions mainly in our
national languages. I am thankful to the NACLIS 2024, Sesson II Chair,
Co-chair, Secretary, Organizing Committee Members, Editorial Board
Members, Reviewers, and Evaluators for their dedication and hard work to
the success of this conference.

I extend my warm wishes to the Keynote speaker, Chief Guest, Invited
Guest Speaker, Chairpersons, special invitees, paper presenters, and all the
participants. I wish you all a fruitful and successful conference!

Dr. Mohamed Majeed Mashroofa
Convener, Research Committee - SLLA
Senior Assistant Librarian

South Eastern Univesity of Sri Lanka
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MESSAGE FROM THE CONFERENCE
CO-CHAIR
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MESSAGE FROM THE CONFERENCE
SECRETARY

With great enthusiasm, I extend a warm welcome to all of you for the
National Conference on Library and Information Science, Session II,
scheduled for April 26", 2024, at the Public Library in Gampaha, organised
by the Sri Lanka Library Association.

We have received 34 abstract submissions from authors representing various
sectors, including schools, public, and special libraries. It is heartening to see
many authors venturing into abstract writing for the first time, showcasing
their dedication and passion for the Library and Information Science field.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all the reviewers for their
invaluable support in reviewing these abstracts. The dedication and
expertise of the Conference Proceeding Editorial Committee have been key
to maintaining the submissions’ quality and importance.

Special thanks to the Plenary panel, NACLIS 2024 organising committee,
cover page design and layout and all other supporters who dedicated their
valuable time and significantly contributed to the success of this conference.

As we eagerly anticipate, the conference engages in enriching discussions,
shares innovative ideas, facilitates the fruitful exchange of knowledge and
insights, and fosters meaningful connections within the LIS community.

Mrs. Chandima Wadasinghe

Conference Secretary- NACLIS 2024
Assistant General Secretary- SLLA 2023/2024
Senior Assistant Librarian

Postgraduate Institute of Medicine (PGIM)
University of Colombo
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No. & Name 7™ National Conference on Library and Information
Science (NACLIS) 2009
Theme Access to knowledge (A2K) through information management
Total papers Full papers 14 (01 poster presentation) (first printed book of
NACLIS)
Convener Dr. Wathmanel Seneviratne
Date & Place 25™ June 2009, Hotel Taj Samudra, Colombo.
No. & Name Golden Jubilee International Conference (GJIC) 2010
Theme Libraries access to information
Total papers Full papers 36
Convener Prof. Russell Bowden

Date & Place 07" & 08™ October 2010, Ceylon Continental Hotel, Colombo.

No. & Name 8" NACLIS, 2011

Theme Harnessing information for socio-economic development
Total papers Full papers 14
Convener Mrs. Shivanthi Weerasinghe

Date & Place 28" June 2011, Galadari Hotel, Colombo 01.

No. & Name 09" NACLIS, 2012

Theme Empowering users libraries & librarians in the knowledge
society

Total papers Full papers 07, Abstracts 06 and posters 03 (total without
poster 13)

Convener Dr. Ruwan Gamage
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Date & Place 21% June 2012, Hotel Renuka, Colombo 03.

No. & Name 10" NACLIS, 2013

Theme New technology, new trends, new ideas; modifying the library
with the user in mind

Total papers Abstracts 13

Convener Dr. Ruwan Gamage

Date & Place 27% June 2013, Sri Sambuddhathwa Jayanthi Mandiraya,
Colombo 05.

No. & Name 11" NACLIS, 2014

Theme Addressing future LIS challenges : through technology,
innovation and research

Total papers Full papers 08, Abstracts 03 (total 11)

Convener Dr. (Mrs) Pradeepa Wijetunge

Date & Place 19" June 2014, Galadari Hotel, Colombo 01.

No. & Name International Conference on Library and Information Science
(ICLIS) 2015

Theme Challenges for information professionals and information
science

Total papers Full papers 17, Abstracts 09 (total 26)

Conference Chair

Dr. (Mrs) Pradeepa Wijetunge

Date & Place 17" & 18" September 2015, Galadari Hotel, Colombo O1.

No. & Name 12" NACLIS, 2016

Theme Marching towards excellence : contributions of LIS
professionals inbuilding a better society

Total papers Abstracts 11

Convener Mrs. Deepali Talagala

Date & Place 23" June 2016, Sri Lanka Foundation Institute

No. & Name 13" NACLIS, 2017

Theme Social impact of librarianship : scholarship towards
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)

Total papers Full papers 06, Abstracts 05 (total 11)

Convener Mr. T. Ramanan

Date & Place 29" June 2017, Grand Oriental Hotel, Colombo

No. & Name 14" NACLIS, 2018

Theme Make it happen : transformation of library services for next
generation

Total papers Full papers 06, Abstracts 08 (total 14)

Convener Dr. (Mrs) Nayana Wijayasundara
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Date & Place 28" June 2018, Grand Oriental Hotel, Colombo

No. & Name 15" NACLIS, 2019

Theme Revaluing libraries : National conversation on value of libraries

Total papers Full papers 13, Abstracts 09 (total 22)

Convener Mr. S. Navaneethakrishnan

Date & Place 27" June 2019, Sri Lanka Foundation Institute

No. & Name 16" NACLIS, 2021

Theme Moving towards sustainability through library transformation

Total papers Abstracts 12

Convener Dr. Tharanga Ranasinghe

Date & Place 11" September 2021, Virtual Conference

No. & Name 17" NACLIS, 2022

Theme Empowering libraries for sustainable future

Total papers Abstracts 12

Convener Dr. Tharanga Ranasinghe

Date & Place 21% September 2022, Virtual Conference

No. & Name International Conference on Library and Information Science
(ICLIS) 2023

Theme Libraries as catalysts for transformation : resilient nations for
a better world

Total papers Abstracts 42

Conference Chair

Dr. (Mrs.) M. M. Mashroofa

Date & Place

27" June 2023, Virtual Conference

No. & Name 18" NACLIS, 2024, Session I

Theme Libraries and societies connect : strengthening the bonds
through community

Total papers Abstracts 19

Conference Chair

Dr. (Mrs.) M. M. Mashroofa

Date & Place 18" April 2024, Faculty of Technology, South Easten Univer-
sity of Srl Lanka

No. & Name 18" NACLIS, 2024, Session II

Theme Libraries and societies connect : strengthening the bonds
through community

Total papers Abstracts 34

Conference Chair

Dr. R. D. Ananda Tissa

Date & Place

26" April 2024, Public Library, Gampaha

(O@ @ 01)
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ACLIS
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NACLIS er 03
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Sciences (NILIS),
University of Colombo
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The IFLA library map of the world: review of the SDG
success stories

Teckla Chandani Silva'

The Library Map of the World (LMW) is a statistical tool developed in
2017 by the International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA) to
collect and visualize basic library statistics. Among the tools used for the
LMW, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Success Stories section
aims to serve as the unifying platform, providing access to SDG stories that
demonstrate how libraries in different countries contribute to the United
Nations SDGs and develop strategies to achieve SDGs while addressing
local development needs. The ultimate objective of the tool is to secure
access to information, contribute to improved outcomes across all the SDGs,
and share knowledge among nations. As a developing nation in the Asian
region, with the leadership of the National Library of Sri Lanka, libraries and
information professionals are working on the 2030 agenda. However, there
is a lack of evidence on how the libraries are achieving the SDGs with their
existing resources. The four objectives of this study are (i) to identify the
main SDGs achieved and addressed by the libraries; (ii) to determine how
libraries are taking action to achieve the SDGs in different regions; (iii) to
determine what strategies they have used to achieve their set goals towards
the SDGs; and (iv) to determine how they communicate and share knowledge
among the libraries of the nations. Further, it is expected that the findings
of the study will be helpful to make libraries and information professionals
aware of IFLA LMW and SDGs and identify the strategies nations used to
achieve the SDGs with the existing resources of the countries. The findings
of the study and the identified strategies through success stories could be
useful to improve the service of libraries and Information professionals
in the Sri Lankan context. Desk research methods on qualitative data
analysis together with case study research methodology used in the study.

! Publications and Publicity Officer, Tea Research Institute of Sri Lanka, Talawakelle
tecklawh05@gmail.com
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The qualitative secondary data sources published data on the LMW
webpage and 58 success stories were used. both quantitative and qualitative
data used for the analysis and the thematic analysis method used to analyse
the case studies. Tabulations and graphs were used to present the data.
14 success stories representing the Asian and Eurasian regions in nine
countries were used for the analysis. SDG No. 04: Quality Education; SDG
No. 17: Partnership for the Goals; and SDG No. 10: Reduced Inequalities
are the highly prioritized three SDGs addressed. Out of 14 countries, five
addressed the five SDGs and shared their success stories. Nine countries
approached the community and improve the reading habits of the children.
Community reading projects, improving learning skills through online
educational programs, developing skills in digitalizing, and modernizing
library spaces are the key areas addressed by the countries of the Asian
and Eurasian regions. The results imply that the libraries are more focusing
on the children’s engagement and improving their reading habits together
community reading programmes. the south east Asian countries facilitating
digitalized online learning environment; which indicate that libraries
engagement in achieving SDG No. 04. The libraries in the Asian region are
required to improve the library services to achieve the SDGs in innovative
ways and means going beyond the traditional strategies used by the libraries
and Information professionals.

Keywords: SDGs, [FLA, Library Map of the World, Sustainable Strategies,
Libraries, Asia and Eurasia countries
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"From challenges to change”- Valluvar community library
empowering education and community cohesion through
library establishment and its initiatives : a case study of
Delmar middle division in Nuwara Eliya district

Shanmugavell Dilushan!

Delmar Middle Division, situated within the Nuwara Eliya District, is a
tea estate community characterized by its diverse population, primarily
employed in tea estate labor with low income levels. The onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic and the economic crisis in Sri Lanka exacerbated
existing educational challenges faced by the children of Delmar Estate.
Limited space in their homes, coupled with a lack of public learning areas
and inadequate access to educational resources, hindered their learning
process. Moreover, the economic strain on families made it difficult to
afford education for their children. Additionally, many children lacked the
knowledge of effective time management. The absence of a reading culture
among both children and the wider community further compounded these
challenges. Social divisions, including those based on religion, caste, and
ethnicity, also hindered unity among the Delmar people. Recognizing the
urgent need for intervention to address these issues and foster community
cohesion, the Valluvar Educational Development Forum, composed of
University Undergraduate students from Delmar Estate, established a
community library. This initiative aimed to provide a supportive learning
environment and promote unity within the Delmar community. This study
seeks to examine the potential impact of the established community library.
Specifically, we aim to explore how it cultivated a reading culture among
children, fostered community unity, and enhanced learning outcomes. By
analyzing the planning, implementation, and outcomes of this initiative,
we endeavor to offer insights to support other communities facing similar
educational challenges. Through our findings, we hope to contribute to
the collective efforts to improve education accessibility and quality in
underserved areas like Delmar Middle Division. This case study aims to

1 President, Valluvar community library, Valluvar education development forum, Ragala
dilushanar7@gmail.com
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evaluate the multifaceted impact of the library initiative on the Delmar
community. Specifically, it seeks to evaluate if the new library at Delmar
Estate encourages a culture of reading among children, to determine if the
library at Delmar Estate effectively fosters a reading culture among children,
to assess the library usage and engagement with reading materials to gauge
the level of adoption of reading habits within the community, to examine
how the establishment process of the library at Delmar Middle Division,
fosters community cohesion in its diverse population, s to assess how the
establishment of community library promotes unity and collaboration
among its diverse population, to investigate the impact of library events on
bringing together people from various backgrounds within the community
of Delmar Middle Division and to examine how library events at Delmar
Middle Division facilitate social cohesion among diverse community
members. The study adopted a participatory methodology, integrating
needs assessment, community engagement, resource mobilization, and
capacity building to implement a library initiative in Delmar Estate. The
study encompassed a population of over 500 children and 2000 community
members from Delmar Middle Division. Utilizing purposive sampling,
50 consistent library users were selected across various age groups, while
convenience sampling recruited 50 community members from diverse
socio-economic backgrounds. Data collection methods included surveys,
interviews, and focus group discussions to assess the library's impact on
fostering a reading culture among children. Qualitative techniques such
as interviews and observation were employed to investigate the library's
role in enhancing community cohesion. Ensuring cultural sensitivity, data
collection aimed for inclusivity and representation across all segments of
the population. This approach facilitated a comprehensive understanding
of the library initiative's effects on both individual reading habits and
broader community cohesion within Delmar Estate. The findings reveal
the significant impact of the new library at Delmar Estate on both the
community's reading culture and social cohesion. Children's active
engagement with the library reflects its success in fostering a culture of
reading, enhancing literacy skills, and nurturing a lifelong love for learning.
Additionally, the library's establishment has fostered a sense of unity among
residents, transcending social divisions as diverse community members
come together to support the initiative. Furthermore, library events have
played a crucial role in bridging social divides by providing inclusive
platforms for interaction, learning, and cultural exchange. Through these
events, individuals from various backgrounds find common ground,
fostering mutual understanding and respect. Overall, the library emerges
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as a transformative force in Delmar Estate, not only promoting literacy
and learning but also fostering community cohesion and bridging social
divisions, thus contributing to the holistic development of the community.
The study underscores the transformative impact of the Valluvar Community
Library initiative in Delmar Middle Division. It discusses the successful
cultivation of a reading culture among children through active engagement
with reading materials and the development of literacy skills. Additionally,
the establishment of the library has notably enhanced community cohesion,
as evidenced by diverse residents coming together to support the initiative,
transcending social divisions and fostering unity. Furthermore, library
events have played a pivotal role in bridging social divides by providing
inclusive platforms for interaction, learning, and cultural exchange. These
events have facilitated mutual understanding and respect among individuals
from various backgrounds. Overall, the study highlights the multifaceted
impact of the library initiative, emphasizing its role in promoting literacy,
fostering community cohesion, and bridging social divisions within Delmar
Middle Division. The case study of Delmar Middle Division highlights
the transformative role of library establishment in addressing educational
challenges and fostering community development. The findings underscore
the importance of libraries in promoting a culture of reading among children,
enhancing community cohesion, and providing inclusive platforms for
interaction and celebration of diversity. Overall, this study demonstrates
the significant impact of libraries in empowering education and promoting
social unity in rural areas like Delmar Middle Division.

Keywords : community library, cultural cohesion, reading culture, case
studies
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Awareness of Bolgoda wetlands: a study on Panadura
public library users

Thushari Seneviratne'
Wathsala Liyanaarachchi?
Chulantha Jayawardena’

Bolgoda wetlands are one of the most sensitive regions in a sub-urban
environment, and have the largest freshwater lake arrangement in Sri
Lanka. The lakes, once identified as threatened due to urbanization and
industrialization contain immense socio-economic and ecological value,
demanding the attention of citizens, especially those inhabiting the
nearby suburbs. Raising environmental awareness on all societal levels
is a challenging task, and the environmental awareness in the context of
this study is confined to the human attitude regarding pro-environmental
behaviour in association with the use of public libraries. The authors
consider that the degree of environmental awareness is crucial to formulate
strategies and actions pertaining to all societal levels and to comply with
sustainable development goals where the environment is an integral
component. This case study evaluates the awareness levels of Panadura,
Migettuwathe Gunananda Himi Memorial Public Library users, about
the Bolgoda ecosystem which consists of two prominent freshwater lakes
and a widespread wetland system. A survey questionnaire was utilized to
gather information from the library users during a week starting from 20th
February 2024 adhering to convenience sampling. Among the total of 130
respondents, 92.9% were residents of Panadura Divisional Secretariat;
4.7% were residents of Moratuwa Divisional Secretariat and 0.8% each
from Kesbewa, Haputale and Medawachchiya; 53.1% identified as females;
26.4% were indicated in the age group of 15-20 years: 23.2% within 21-30
years; 10.1% within 31-40 years; 8.5% within 41-50 years and 20.8% above
60 years. The sample represented 78.9% with G.C.E. Advanced Level or
above qualifications; 34.9% employed individuals; and 15.4% retired.

! Senior Assistant Librarian, University of Moratuwa
thusharims@uom.lk

2 Librarian, Migettuwathe Gunananda Himi Memorial Public Library, Panadura
Wathsala22222@gmail.com

*  Senior Lecturer, Department of Earth Resources Engineering, University of Moratuwa
chulanthaj@uom.lk
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Respondents visited the library an average of 7 times per month and out
of those 20% were for educational needs; 19.2% for study notes; 16.2%
were for reading books; 13.8% were seeking new knowledge and 10%
were for reading newspapers. Most of the respondents (93.3%) have
heard of Bolgoda; 40.2% have read about Bolgoda; and 67.2% have
viewed photographs or watched videos on Bolgoda. In the context of the
Bolgoda Ecosystem and human interactions, the level of awareness by the
public library users varied from 0.8% to ‘excellent knowledge’; 14.6%
to ‘good knowledge’; 23.1% to ‘satisfactory knowledge’; 29.2% to ‘poor
knowledge’ and 32.3% having ‘no knowledge’. Furthermore, respondents
have selected the following five themes out of the given ten as interested
in finding more information about the Bolgoda Ecosystem: Biodiversity
(74.3%); attractive locations (62%); threats to the Bolgoda Ecosystem
(53.1%); historic and cultural values (52.2%) and recreational activities
(52.2%). Most respondents preferred to obtain the above information via
social networks such as Facebook and WhatsApp (37.9%) in comparison
to lectures, leaflets/posters, environmental excursions, and video
documentaries, and 98.1% of the respondents consider public libraries to
be a mediator in promoting environmental awareness. Overall, the study
highlights the limited environmental awareness of a majority of library
users, irrespective of age category, level of education, etc. and interest in
being knowledgeable through the library. Hence, public libraries could play
a vital role in knowledge dissemination to raise environmental awareness
and community engagement in protecting sensitive ecosystems and natural
resources.

Keywords : Bolgoda Ecosystem; Sensitive Environments; Freshwater
Lakes; Public Libraries.
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The Role of public libraries in fostering the creative
economy within Gampaha district

H.G.M Aravindi Gajanayake'

The public library service in Sri Lanka has evolved into a focal point for
social empowerment extending beyond its conventional functions. The
concept of the creative economy, which assigns economic value to the
creative capacities of communities, has emerged as a strategic tool for
economic development in several advanced nations. Given Sri Lanka's
current economic downturn, there is a pressing need for the adoption of
an economic strategic plan that prioritizes local industries and services.
The creative economy is typically examined through three fundamental
approaches, with arts and culture serving as pivotal instruments in assessing
the economic development strategies of various countries such as Japan,
South Korea, Malaysia, Singapore and China. Notably, arts and culture
have played a significant role in the economic advancement of Singapore,
primarily aiming to enhance tourism appeal and attract foreign investment.
Moreover, China was the leading country for handicrafts during the period
from 2014 to 2018 has laid the groundwork for economic development.
Hirimuthugodage et al. (2020) identified sixteen creative industries in Sri
Lanka, emphasizing the necessity of direct government intervention for their
development. Recent research underscores the significance of consolidating
local industrialists, intervening to preserve locally dispersed industries,
establishing knowledge-enhancement centres through the aggregation
of industrialists, and acting as facilitators for economic development.
Furthermore, Sri Lanka possesses a distinctive arts and culture, thereby
harbouring a substantial number of industrialists contributing to the nation's
arts industry.

The aim of this study is to examine the potential contribution of public
libraries in the Gampaha district to the creative economy through the
promotion of arts and culture. Gampaha district was chosen due to its
concentration of arts and culture industrialists. Utilizing data from the

' Librarian, Public Library, Gampaha
m.aravindi86 @ gmail.com
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Graded public libraries in Sri Lanka (2022), the study focused on the 80
graded libraries within the district, assuming their standardized provision
of services to the public. Data collection was conducted via telephone
interviews, reaching data saturation at the 30th response level.

The findings revealed that cultural and religious events are prevalent at a rate
0f'90%, with high levels of engagement in promoting traditional arts (65%),
offering training programs for local arts (50%), and supporting community-
based local artists (50%). However, initiatives such as promoting products
and services through local arts, creating market value for local artists, and
hosting performance programs were observed at a lower percentage, below
30%.

Despite the unfamiliarity of librarians with the concept of the creative
economy, public libraries have already made significant contributions to its
promotion. By fostering local artists, providing opportunities for learning
traditional arts and facilitating the development of products and services
with market value, public libraries contribute to nurturing community
artistic abilities and generating economic value. Thus, it can be inferred
that public libraries play a direct role in advancing creative industries in
Sri Lanka while harnessing the economic potential of community creative
abilities.

Keywords : public libraries, creative economy, arts and culture promotion,
economic development.

45



18" National Conference on Library and Information Science (NACLIS 2024)

MO0 OB S5NRO0 cLeBse O, 8. &b.
8. RFIENOMED SHO BB BoDBEO VWS GEHMIEES
EDNOG (. 08). &. C665 oog B argdxd)

©D.8.8. »bush »nyecdd

e §ESIC @I Bens’ SEBEDEHO ewns 8w e OB
OEDD 88gewrs’ B8Om0O 0o @0 @) BEHd. XL LEmICE
808 0 grierd O glocerRe®s edHT GewD GO &Y
8oGEs BBedemn BEOO ww Beg @¢nd 0wl B53® ylocewmd
D0 ©0RD ¥ Bepedd @D IO gdrs D1 Bdwucmn BE® wen
B. @ORTT FDRBVHN GHEORBICHSS GEOR®IO DML ©d. yhded DB
@O BDRBHN 33CIBO 3cwo @i wy eddy BBe®E ©wsn
eI @0 D1¢® UwIdes 9g 08, Sedrews’® wisE 8530
O edHICOR 1S OB 5w GTOESS EeBs G BB
Cled. 008 BRBPORD VYTIed alnweym, vleduen D11 3w B{OED
genieennd @I D6 HIRG. ©.00.800.8. DeBLI0ENGD SO em
2001330 @EDY EdEE ©8niens Wo® el ewng Hrsied
@00 gDerm vedzers BEO 08 sledsered g §igew
@d. cQOBBE yedned ¢l eung Beied @O GDRBDI DEHIO
180, 8353 e gdan BEOD s’ v ey HENO(R® wH OY53
@ICRTT @G DO M ¢ DD @ gBewin debamas [EE
Seoddnm @dfen 0. @nLm YEHDIE @O FORBI &0 BS3
&m sledven § Coz0ed gmn (R ©. wudfeens wemr ¢l eng
8323253 @LBWD) BBIOHHIB R OWIL OTERY) B0 gEdmIRH D18y
BB® 00 gBescedmdencs SO wewr e@3® gedmmeed ©®wsns, swem®
Y 8301 ©BPITBLeLs ©BRED dBe ®I0® HEIORE® ES’
cetd eng Bunksl 0dn 9we® 08D e 0®® glvemend
DCOTBDO® mHYTr OB, EMEE »dm WO el eng 8553
I0EBBE®O ¢dm oD Bewdbma ey obeen @ Be@
DOedcE e®® vwedsered & ©wxIc ¥ CE. e® Ly g Bwued®
DO 08 0 @B and wdSven sleoduzen OB DD O RE.

' gedomceedes [LoeS.08.a08.8. @e30i0m00m 3530 @n 001300 @wesn
geSEE, OO B3I
hapuarachchigeharshani@gmail.com

46



Book of Abstracts Session II, Gampaha

5O® OO0 @.ewmu.e Cetd eng DWInwd e 80 Bue® s’ aldsne®
E20nmE B¢, @53 50 3 Be@s e 030 ®35n 8. ¢in ddB8®
e cestd eng 88353 50 3 3¢ YEMOEB @RS, ©w®d gBed
8203 1007 8. g800 ¢i839053 50 @cmn amc 8edws’ 29 =5 83 gmd
21 =3 88’ . gE»WOEG ddeCBemens’ ond Bed «8&Ewmwrs’ »®
2B6» Bedned emond; dudB8e® & 830 ©OEdEO yen & oS
RO, eI NEG G w» S Dg® cwe eng DDINeEs’ BLd
8Begiens’ cu8® B0 @@ a OFe. el eng 8’ 607 e
R0 EOBIBO €3 Iesey CRIE® T eIHDICE DIV WO DOE.
OB cetd eng Bysied glnem WOGD 3w DO s ERE®O
3e3ICE WOGD e GRB. 088 Dgved & 853 ¢ ecemn TS’
DO DOB 9eORO® W YEHWICH HIOD e VOB, OO yBamws 207
B. &80 ¢330 53ewss 104 3 Bemiceedices ee® 5edmmEe ©o8en
aD. 83530053 800 ANHoE, OO HEHIced (8 ©@Ids (H®
@05 90 BEOO OB g WO . 364 3 @m0 Bude® ¢@
G OO T GEEHICE 0D WIB. gEdE B8 cBvewi® »d
o885 8y’ »O® ¢ ® C@en WS OBOO B WO VD VeI
38O 5wided ®I00 DFeCEenOmD eTHRN® Wwisles’ Hysiens’
487 3 ©23@uBOES im0 u5ldm 08, 8Byiens’ 307 B @LwvESOD
DSBS & aro.

YA ©¢ : @I DRV, ONED GEPIE, @RI @380

47



18" National Conference on Library and Information Science (NACLIS 2024)

5 1 Semiw ORSEINIDOE BPICIRIBDe6)
Semid® §uIDE®EO g€ emMONCT OG5 SERT
SOLEMVOD FRBEMEE

8. 99. DRAEG. & Bwton!

80 gB0ilmIDs ATBLBNDICED @0 5ehd BE DeRILBB IB
80 0 QOO Fwod®m BEO® g e Berllmed. e®® FwdBeddE
D@l BBBO @ced C1m®, aIES By RBED BdlLme BE®
T EBNORTT 0T OB, BeridHE WOT ERD FIKICIBLS 1S3
G GBemeE O ABTLNOICHD DOO B ww GBS oSy
o0 8wrs’ ece i w@ikon B8e®E emdnc gbanm BOSRe?
@3 sledven ©OED ocs 928w’ wom» EE 008 alvemens’
225%00emE 0 OB Orey Derddm bnn @ldmd eee® B8®
©eH Do 00. Berim milvedE giriciBied wy g Senddx
BE8TFed 000 adasmn @¢0d0ens 0 OO, e®® HidEwr
20000 Swil®m 0 eeddEn gBIE @06 »J O RNe®E RIS’
gnen e¢» 0E »EI ORNO® gvemed adfe 0. gdiped,
@€ DI 83 2D B3 Bedednus adwdendRE sbeds ens id®® wE
g O B0 @dwoens ©85 @@ ICIBIens’ (e el 28, ®gvimsic
21, @200 16) &2 Serldsy @D ImEBL ¢es®»id eEt emicinss 10
ecomn BB 30 ecomn w5y VLB 038 ZI» Berim BEibss
Becrn sbedeen Bu@s Dnews’ 0w ©535%0 8. sbedaern milbued
gl D300 BE»OE, O wid, bedemwed RBOPwen @
e DOBamG 1 NI ¥ dedS8e® coumden ©wicy ORS:S LD
286 sledser HOedLed QeSO bedsen HEdR®G @BILI BB3B
c2. Benils buede i’ 3w Bealdm BEW8s3 3w @I
2DRBHN 51OR0, Berils BEWSS YBm Drewks’ Cids eEGAD 3w Cuesns
B0SDHDHOEE @001 BRI OO, Beatdms § i@ siens’ 3373
BOen 3B0INDERO ewWig 8 OB ABTVNDICHD B, Ba@IRIBLS 9573® 10
D30 ¢80 BB HE CRI BI® 62 Il @@ lBHEEE 35000 encs Se.

! gedomEedes, anc(B8sc @nes edmmIce, DEeDE @ DO 9D,

jayasinghevijith@gmail.com

48



Book of Abstracts Session II, Gampaha

RICBBIed 1®, GEE B RBED Bty WO OO 3T
@I PDBOGB e30VDWE D &S IO FB®z @001 CGRIEe®
DOedcE wbim e . Serlls BwidBe @85 ged3En a@cge
€ 0 OROO geswey e300 G0 PEICIBES 32 Derilm BEIS30
@00 G ©Ne®E @ O ©OG Y DG D D BOOM®
DE VBB, YK Berdlsy BEBSI0 &b Jeridms @B DD 1H®
G OB 3¢ ey DDFD 3.8 BEE, e Bendds) FBOEedE
C®, @WGEE B MBEHN edblme BB® wewr dve HNUedrn=
el B8O, ace adwden AC Yolred ©¥»Em GEmICEIdNS
Berim BE8 9530 Bewdds m0wed aeed ®wds gemmE ¢I8md
D005’ Pud@m BO® ewxiszn Drewrs’ @dus me »iSa.

GC» v : B e BelDH®B, PIICIBLI, @ISR GDRBDN

49



18" National Conference on Library and Information Science (NACLIS 2024)

RBADIIOHD O MBI HEeBpDes €5t
o 508 € Ouncw SEmmIEE0O DE BT MVE®IOE

GBI O3B

535005 880 Bv@d B ey 0 @0 RVLNDICeD DO
RYTeB HE otdNd 0dm @O HIE DRens’ B@IBG DD ¢ DOY
CR® BeRBws AEH® 28006, Sedvens’ @@ HBBOGE Heso
B0 o3om »edtnn® gm8x 0D YD 0. e®® B3OS
DB PIWO @R IBOB DD. OO, (SO ©anedd »E& eI
RBLNDICHHD B3 IeNDLI, OB ¢ BO® RBVIITed EI»
DIBIENDB 8 RBWVNOICODD BIBE cOOB Y WOD TIHOSY
DREeeS. Bervis’ ATVHIDIC ZHS PO FdEedE Seds ¢OL@O
G B6 @ DEBNOBOE Rt e®® it dedusied ¢JDs BEB®
B3, @88 ¢J1953 Bu®rmdens’ w@ibmenidmne B8 w®idn wwesn
00D AEBID BB t30LDES 0. e®® sledrvened yis o en Dries’
DBIENDBS RBIDIDICHD DO G & a8 ey BB ¥gsled ¢oOss
2@bon SCe® @vem ESMIRCORY BB (B civSOE By®
BEOS . e@BE 8D glvem sbedver HOEDLG ©IDD I C¢ g»d
B0 eRIOHBIC ABWN®mTeE @2 09D sbedsen BIme eE
om0 ©®(BEh. 008 @2 D10ged ITDLS HwDecemwy (60) 3¢ £3m
am0 9953 ®@0en ¢QD® Bu® 53 , 9® B3gd0 a8widme 0 8053553
@ ESmstme ¢ 80end Bweghdsd ocen O »e »iBe. ©8x3
8m03 ¢o053 835 8 e@MORTT B EOD OOV 1Y IO
B8t eceomn (25) Bwso oG emid o350 CE.

e Oded B8e® 00DE® ect D wmdd ©wig ©OrEhS.
e®® IBTNDE ABONICED DO By § O BEedES
CoBm @®mus’ B® (471), ©Fcds ©idme (421), ©5cds 838© (387) ,
GE1BO Do (307), @Dy el (187) wo 8R®E® (121) ¢3dn »1Ra.
00 wmDHOEE arEs ERILE BERTr amd " widedd D&l
DO ©O8 ®0 e® of Heed , "ems I 00O BT PO
Bwo”, "c9 @08 ®ed o8 e¢sim® @00 oxim s’ , "®0 I

1 ovdy gdomics, @mec

anudil7858@gmail.com

50



Book of Abstracts Session II, Gampaha

DO DT Bwn” B wm ¢ ansImO & 0®® »istmndsied
o108 OB y@rerws (647) ®Ded e@c@iBwesy e®vi ¢® HBowdE O
e0d8. Ye®® VGTevs’ ANHIW (684) 108 EE¢ 5D awis ©d.
e®® TIOTeS ¢SO amd SiesE W G Dued 80» dews esE
@005 (OO 88w (481) ¢ 3. e®@® ¢SOz BE 88 w@brmyewnisme
BBOO 3o DO @186 GG @Cs OnXm gEmIced DO
8¢, @m0 S wed @vedm gEtmmE @8 b edn e® c3en
OO0 @6 @i WO ¢S O emnenes’. Yewids’ e®® (GO
O EEIE DI DD PRI DGO D) @0 BORG @8
0O00 @b 0 OB gLmIreE ¢ ©ned. e®® ¢0ds E8e®
O B HEZNEOD OHS OvE® geEmIE 8L DI OO
@] Boo® D OB VGO et 3B ewd DS ety HTHI
Q853 w@hHnencidms BB8OO wwie B® wewr DRBEe e w(B®
e3cty @0, @3¢, @c®Bu dndiemn? @8 e®® ¢0®s Bw&o
eC® ©NERNDI OHOO OB w®WIDHND gvg D(BS.

YA &¢ : B3I AeDBBI, VBWBINDIC, ONBBY 5eSDIEE

51



18" National Conference on Library and Information Science (NACLIS 2024)

SRDR N85 OLANEGES @) Vg IS LTS
DFIENGEOE HHEDDOG

BoB 0B

Bude goblmed 8 g5l 28msned EILBIGE 88 0. »HOmmN,
@O0, B¢B, DB 6 B OB BHNEHG YD YRABIW @S eE
oees. 0® amdsl ¢ B DB D18 DREWSS @wWIE 5353 BN
eOmO®. DN Bed® o 5D 0 OED BEO eI eCADESS,
GDIRDBTS, @0 @DEs, DDICuE’ D9W CoD® Y Fo®IBe »dD
DOB. 08 B FOlL®mE 8T e BDED JUHIHH® D
eRe DD Heod & POIFOE wiBms aSelmnsic. dews w®irs
@seE BIOODEE BO® »HOWHN YOICed Y »OlL»ed edems
g3esss 0 OO0 Gmen eww O D6, guey ovm RE OSOR
DRews’ e®S® WeBtNE® DREers’ ¢ @8 BuiBow ¢SmO HIOm.
0®® sleodvened gm aigen D53es »HOHN Bed® L@ e3¢HI
ey ewes 8Bnd 805 Bud® »eBthe®dE umids 88t OB
@0y OO ueBided o ddeCrears B8O 0. QIO BB
DOediE 0B sleduen HOEDCE @R ITD 0 GrD. 0® aKnd ©ies
BB DICWE 800 e Budm @i’ 3w e BedSImsied wen®w;”
@35 WEBNE® O SO OBA®G W0 B @0s 882300 23
08, 0®® Bud® eBtn® S35 e®® IR 501G RE DIV &S
(80) wobLmw w0 By amc 853 58 (72.57) 3 SOmsiy e 22 (27.5%)
B =800 »IBOES ©weOSOm . WO’ 88 a0 (28) ecemmed
B3 S B0 ans O 8md worenes BeEs, DRED. . 8ED,
cBarn @d8 BedBem, @005 Bn®@lcn oy Gomed @R wm
DO DTS 8 0dn BEedDE 8 gdlumae ew® & BI.
s800mm 200 853 @oBE e Gf8wir) 8 demS I IBBBO
©20e88d eewd §ilewrs’ 0. el e0® wOEm WIBOESS
YOS 2000 DBseks’ oty el 8 0 ewses’. B0wOJi6 ©®en
Bg € adeM 19 I ¢, BOmOos ©@® 00 wlnwss ¢y e¢dedd 17
= ¢, BOwOIB ©0® @30 y®remed acwes ¢S g aded 21 = ¢, e
DO wE 3 23 I3 ¢ Dnewrs’ YOlLmed ®D0® HENOD HIES.

1

Bewiss edviss eluwis, @i®e 9 wodeeid B8at adxiss Jmma, elniess
S@IBIRCS
himanthikumari@gmail.com

52



Book of Abstracts Session II, Gampaha

DeO53® 86 Dnenrs’ OO0 @1 EEnICHD, eY® wH edBWIdD
DOHN ZOBODHBO 8 cOTIEOS ¢ aD. BEDEO @2 & 2
BB PE DIWO D& 00O WeBINBROE GHey 0o} BE & DB ¢
Bed. 0@eEe ¢t D000 D ZOBLHEO AEHS § B HmIR. BB 0
8x53¢S, B w0 m0, 01 Begg d e ¢@®) OO »Omn 0d. Fyey ewmes’
Dods leenss 53053 ©ildm gBI0 wewr 98 gdedids RO,
oo Y D@D wows’ B8O (Like), acwes os¢ 88® (Comment) e
eRcwc ©R® (Share) ece O we »iBe. & ax® ¢ ecem
D0 O ©wOHS O @B @ oD 398, acwe ¢ &S
DB ©ers 328. 0w 00 B B B®Ims 338. 0® and e
@Stesd »Owmn Bed® PObdmed B nen eend HiSem Om
Bed® »eBere® 88 uEBOWS (B0 DG, dedzewns’ LSO
C0w530 ®O0® amd e®® PYOLL® IBBed B@ATREOD w630
303 ANED IO @8 30 @B ©IVRe Ceens 0. ONED
B0BE GEIC BB 008 Bed® »EBHEROED O d®0 DL
a8 BEAT acwdd g BB eog@dO O85 »HOwmI BudO® ObLm@
OO DB WE DUDCS.

YA &¢ : YIS, 2O, Bwd® »OLL®®@, Yney e

53



18" National Conference on Library and Information Science (NACLIS 2024)

®00IDEE Py gEHMEE OB gefaed BDEDs
2026 00 850600 o) cmInG SERAT BABWEMD@D

D053¢ S B!
00, O9. 98. VYIS ECeo0y’

Qi e 985 gedrned Bmmd o [0 BB
DRe0DBS 3:DB 0L CRE. 8 uBOE®E dnens’ widn 88wed
@mI0RT GG DOV HOedE oes wdyber @083, O8 et e1d®
& BEIS BIED BFIBDD) GEHWIE B DOROS. DEm@imed emmIEE™
PRBWE DB @MORTT, C1B® CREY O © 00D @BC kD
2OAC OO ¢ 0. HEHDICH 1Y) e EITRHT| eLdOO, ¢1®
8 DOHR® 3 BOD gHved y@m VOGDED Bwg® ERecs 3@’
BB, @IER® @I DHOC IO BB E2NER PNV edmICeE
@RS O PIOBREB Ovdm gEmwics 880 e’ eme®
EedfPBwed ¢8) 1c®EIB YE D18 3028008 edDeD) Yelrwms. @@
GO Smomme 40,0002 e O gmd @& cos® ©yE 8,537 w®en
208363 OB RO 3B ECADOE NS 008, e®® B8wevs’ L3EBE G
883 @3 womed @wns edegresg ¥ @R edeecewIeeBn.
@8z N8 Drewks’ 8 d8wed Bom . yEmICHO SBeenm
e OO @08 ec@®Busied ¢JOB6. Dim@imed @ D18
B 0 @cOs »idmed @8 gedned Bmd dNE Drens’
RAB B . DO oS 0dnmn ®@80wd g8mc ®¢nvend S8cE
OB O WI8. O 8 ygedrned SO D2 ITIHNOTIO ww
OB DR R ARS® OCE OB VOEDS.e0D(H ©®is Dt
»EED Loymnd PO BEE s IED IO LEHDICDE G
@08, J amd & wewm n®ede Buwrs 9idm 088 Be80 yedred
e®® ®¢nesd DG @D® BEOO yEmIGed BIO® AT cewki®
OO0 8. O8H widmwus’ emmboma 8 @ygds’ ADIC aivmmens’
GRS C1IO® 0 gEmIes 9853 Bberens we ©widdl »wo (1308
cbame 0wb&h. ecdmd @i ®n Ve Jr yidens »om GE.

I gedomcedes |, @008nEce @vds yedmmics
ubliclibrarymattakkuliva@gmail.com
2 gEdome wvmod 1], @00nBEe ks yEmmEs

54




Book of Abstracts Session II, Gampaha

88 yEtmmced 008ad Ba® w1 gEmmiced gyney e Ba®
853 ace ¢id® gidens ewml&n. obedsen alvemed HHIE
DRe!E’ (J1D5 OBcOs HIDD WOBHBIEE HI DT E@BDOBHBIeES
e a8 0B SEED Hgmn 03BN GE. cOOB OFOB 0D
DOBHB ¢Q 8O S E G @dn BERE @deRiw:s @y 8. (5@
OO 0Dens’ 8cdm s B8R, ®0 8DeRIVG R (SR8,
cOOBed @c®iBws’ v @IS 888 @1 wBmens’ Bcdm »B3 Bgac
2DeiVw R ©1RO, ¢TO%3 dw BBV Fwrdm® &183e0s3 B Brpos’
0 BYE 08D pE widens BB, OO @c@iBws’ ¢mDsS BE e
©c®8wrs’ @B 3w Bke® e Gei TPl a8addn ce¢en Swpe®
BB, B :000m 9E=» O» SEewed®s’ 820. nudsiemns’ .
BediBm® ®1 cwsD® 9 @enisi®n GBIBVEG G PRBBDBS EOD
2300053 0¥l DO »B DO HENO® HBD 6. Ocvens B8R E
2DeVw OO0 RAEY, T 6 BHE ©otdd BE YICEHE
BE® »o @B 88ed, aesEi8s’ amd ghIdens O 3DeRINGES ERIE®
»OD e B&HYDG VO RE YLIdews SO @B @83 emd ®ibnn
e BOO 3e3mIEE0 OCws B HBRD Bo®me Be. 3edmmIE®
OB yedred ybived 8D »i lm ©OEDED BOCE cuedrmnas
CEe®5Y Bese® EAITB B O Bod®me3 Je. »O® @S0wd 8ed5 I
88aeg BT cvedamus G@e®s ey e ® 8reddis’ ©¢1e0d $rdnw
@O @8 W0 S O BoEPBsens Se.

YA ©¢ : QDB PEIE e, DvISE @D, g eeddl, VBB
OUIILSles)

55



18" National Conference on Library and Information Science (NACLIS 2024)

SI6E SEOMIE SOIEME A SO sy BDewEsd
0Bed PES®

&b, O®. 8. 8. I¥mnwD'

@001 CGRIOD DS ©1s JOCIOS BO® 9EON® O OO FwdEed
€ 083C eI ggREGImES 88 & arm. 8sied @t WEBEDN
DBO»G, 9enme® RO t3IedE, D PINBeHE BIDD OB Begsied
Bd® 5obLme B8, Sedms 9B on B8O ynor B, T1Bws3ow
@0 OIS QHE DO BE gEced §8m wibo®idea
0. 00® By wbimd @f BE® ey wiweE ¥YBB OB
BenCeBed ©8oiEs @CHwHDe ww »wPOE Hoenisi®n e0lme
0. BeyCuBooiwied aEicB®, xS ¢ew®, e ©BEyIde
% BDCES 0 5EmIC 88B1EHEO (PO e S50 ®IVODE
=08, 000 sledwened adfen D53es’ @ GeEmICed ©8IEHe
BR® BBOO DeepEesBOT(23 DTI0 CIBBOEES 8383653053 ¢ 183 B®es0
D BOs. 088 Bwiés eces 1AB @@ 10 5 emich eo» . 1AB
0BCES B glBIBE @ LY ©E Cetd eBg TMI DEBI, WED,
D538, morSeen ) BB W10 BBEE COBOD HBEE. GRNOE, O
0Dy e RBOven ©853 ¢fn OF3de o & 008 zimH®
2220053 Yol 0BG gESmMREE DOWD 0eds SEwEEROISS ¢OD
OB e3JeIE @008 @380 ADG. @®E0 ¥ drenrs’
oy O gries eon® @vBID® BwidB®@ &M ILE GEHICOS
o OO BT VYTIed 1D’ D BOIED & e83Oc.
DeOS® gEtmes 8T ©gdnd® YEIwdSD 8 e0dm  @md
20 ¢diseans ¢ 830BD 8 B8O ¢d® 00O DB, glvismed
QeSO DELHB BEOO O, EdmIE ®»I e H® FwrdEs amd
BROS RN BI® gosdes 0d. IepcoBed gleens
NEDBOERS @00 OB PR BRI @) DO BT
0. Yeundsl 9eon® BwidBw @EwI BE GEMICeE H8ID
eed8 wWIDBWIED ROTDIDES DEPCEERSO Ry O ised
BDBBIH0 lven DIC OV LEHIC glBeens ¢ e BDO®S
B0EE 08 QO D8N DRBOHNBOE € 38R »Idmed DLOBD®
gDcens BB OB @ gEmmced ©lems S8 BBE®O
BenCEeBO @ ) OB @0ens’ ¢ S0 H(B@ID Ced.

YA ¢ : DEWEBS YD, BE GEIRS, eI s8EHm@

1

B8Oy alnism GBS (0@ GEHIE 8edbLD @AD), BB G IDBI®ES

prajarathnayake@gmail.com
56



Book of Abstracts Session II, Gampaha

5160 Baed B B10MWBO 5o Oag NEBED 50DBADEO
Se »0mMOBEGE EE SIGHNOGE (HBsy dvsH
SEDMIEE &edR))

8.08. ©x3gwo!

OB @37 PLBIBBIB eI 0BG kD DR Drewrs’ BDews »HOIGHS.
RYTed ¢(®, FDES DI WBEDI OIRmE BBe® & vduw ®wnLsm
GedCE 8w D8 grterd ©dae DoROR. ©dmw LS Swmed
BBEOE OB BE sk FdBweO ©8anBcd 880 BBwiem
DO 3oD0AME 8w aB3mU oeE 881 DODIDEDE 300
o8&, 2017 Obzed? 0oy ®wi ®HOC wwr B®ed wiE 08 ©@es
230008 0 ©BB53 0@ § a3l i@ B0 »O®DE@ 2019 dbsed
g D803 Oy OB ©®W EHS aIml iE 801 HOHIDEGE
e ®duy CLEfPned Beawisn § alnism wEs 04 Hewdkbmns O
388 Coess, bR Coesns, B Bs3mc DRewkss &S s 322 BewidmeSs’
G e BLBOS ¢uls € 30m & miv 32 OYm €. e®®
sbeduen advomed adgen ol ¢JPdT3ed ©BIBG HIRWID, IED
DO e®, BBBEDCD MBEDI, DD @B v »IwFOw
e B8e® Bic mOmDEWS @85 e OB ROBE GHID
gvems BOOE. ¢lwvism ©O0® @ug B de® & duw e WOERDEO
2O0D BJ Forow®OE BwiBe®8 ©buben cfvmn w8m ¢O1edn
BO&rens m0om »18 aod eE 0853 & wewr R 0 Bedgdenc
20® ®000m ©B. o® ey X HLvIc @85 R 8o (B
OB @5 DRIE O 850 & @50 ©veEm EHICHEE eEe DD
DODIDEW@S B BE® @DnumND Do D HBoPsess Do, &
220 OB ONBL YEHDICH BT :0IB WO EBE aB3DU e
BDg ®OOBB & wewn RO RO B0 et o3 e®BE
BOPeenc 05 ERD 1 OB, ®5cldn 8¢ C1gdO ARess
©@»1Es 1@ OGO HS® DO 0383, O BHO®@EES B2ME 722 DICERSS
GO ©wism 90 BeeiEm @Rt CERBIBN § 1D wders’ D50 3678
OOTeS HBBDS B O 0423 Vdetd HOB go® Boswens Swe. &
€M ¢O1DB3 9IIBB HRBIDS ZebamB I ¢umde, Bwkdm mced

1

58RI, ®OBY Wi SIS
gmp.publiclibrary@gmail.com

57



18" National Conference on Library and Information Science (NACLIS 2024)

g mbBwO woren 98ud BEE w1 wHBedc HB@D Belnms DOm
20206 8Eag 0 - 100 850 ey ©diss OBs ¢1vd® Bewdm 8. ©®
©7® D0WO yO® @i dEdes HES OB ©1ad HE3DI & el
0220 2E®EES 0T dPded BB® e®r RSB CRI @¢» 8. Ye®®
& ey e, Yoies, B®wd, 01BN BOEY @m0D BE@LO IO,
@ ¥y, Crdedsd BEly) @1I0ew!s’ DO EICHTS CRI OO
DO® ®1a000 @ed eclurd BBe® BEifmd evsd® 3w DD
DO 6 ISR SHED® ¢ G R 08 pBedis WO
Des8z3 Desd woesE Bysied mweEm ddme B8 Hobsenc wo» 2.
0®8 uBIE o®etd ©BRBeNmB we HBG. wHIB § ¢J1OTevs’ 904
B B BedcHE ©EHI EGRIODN Ry 20170 wiedsd ey O8O
0188, e »e@mmwmdens 8¢ SEe®8 651 51053 8. 05 e e
»ore culed 88us B88® HROSuvens 8O, ¢OOBIeE 981 HIBID
(857) DBLm@ B®, 5w ©3018G OB DEBLNBO0 BE O ©5:® DeFLBOD
® BDeBBS 0O R DRIE BOIeHD?S EHDICEE ©sies, 8w,
8530Eers @@ mO® ®iad @og D Jed gienm @B53
¢ O ded DOO(BO0 »(BOO, GEIE I eRBd DTLHG T
OB »BDE 00853 ¢ ¥BOE ©d. »d¢, 2019 OOzl ww®d g
8B0ee® ©EdE 8185 Aymowss 2020 ¢.00.8. ¢/eBg SN e3¢H
BB amd VYL Bug @¢en® Jhed SBDBCICDEY ames § amd
95 Bug 0¢o0® I 93 BROBEBIRBSIE DD WeBtNB® ednedsIE
DO cuon R 88 ydedd worensS. 2030 dbzed & 8o t3.060m
PR  BHIOR® 8w LIS DRERE ©¥ED gEICDRO
e0dO® o Bk B O 0@853 BdE @d.

YA w¢ : B BB, ®ag WBEDN, BBBEDED WEEDN

58



Book of Abstracts Session II, Gampaha

T GEHME DIVDEVEG SRV BuBed® GrinHO@
8EAc l3EMGBH

. DAED. @3¢m0 Causss'

Qe EHDICDE O wdldmed € ¥asd Oond odn Deods
DN 08 0. B0 eBRPD PNV [EICDE Iy oOs’
8 Dnewns’ ® u8ndens D Onmd O¢ JOe. Ve®s® yHded
038536 030 Bd® OB BBO @wenm gedmmcem §Em mibuws
RO e05ed BEonem® enidA. ©OAC enudiew:s 8im goDBns’ 8
BBe® T B3¢0 Bede amsdes 2w 0d. O9® B nesm
gedmIced R D wdlme BOe®E ewig Bk ¥y CrmRs’
B8AT wOIBLOR 8 eRiNW GeEdmICEIRBERSO OB gmB DL
0. ©des 885 mGEE @dilbc BB ©Bden ®nEx gEmIced
R DD s8wSents OB o SO NEE e®® sbedveaned
a0gen 00. 0®® sledvers wluen DHOEDCH IDHEGS BEwdm® B¢
am0 d®BE’ Bl ecemRed (50) Bwidw @it ®¥mn CGE. OBV,
205350 3 B8 odmes’ 25 BB, 0®ere emIc ®3 ¢ Be(ded
BoCEEH® Dwes @501 18 9300058 0. Ye®sI® VYT 3(eDI® &.0e50.85.
(e30.09) @0d BO Qg GLBIB eLgP® Eichsin. BuCed §HICOERD
820, YRBIW 308mB QIO 853 VNI (507) D@D BP0 grdes’
200 BedOO@. 808 @O (81) ¢Bomed wes i Sed®Ia.
2050 BDe® 2 idm TBHFOG 5 DRE®BES HOWHOE CBRIDBH
300003 @ Oty OB, 0g® @umied »HOWHI BdOO Bwéiéewnss D&
88esz3 (252) 018w ¢80 amc B8edEs’ ®iwo (207) 3w Benr YT
(182) @g5ted Sg® emics oRB® 0d. =8obnmm gRsiw Bwded® € gl
0088 00n eRewdE OB TS (907) 08, Be®s3® =8OUmm
BRABLOERO D& OB FRAWLORO B WE@ P D@ ¢ HEIHD
HBG. 2O¢ O@IHEIB IV 8 BdOO ¢POm Be ¢ deds
CBBmES. & o0 BE w8 @i 5%d ©erNDE DIBEDD
8O0E ERID s doned gdes’ DOEO Hbedn O 5w Bu@Menct DOR
G 8 en (8 Il DG 0wf O D e®® sbedsened

1

&e83E@IRSS, @Dln 08 80 @ndm gEmIEH, GICE
indikadishanthi@gmail.com

59



18" National Conference on Library and Information Science (NACLIS 2024)

8NV0BBBIeOS ¢ DT ©d. Buted @ATL Bude® OCw@®
©BED NG 80 e wustes’ 507 ©wSwmd DI YA aBe Bude®
e DB, Ve®IO WO ©ei O ¥ ©ewI MICH 0053 WO®
88t 6018. uB08mws’ eewd ecem (804) BudO adan ¥YRITW
@30 ©Be® T Bposied ewi dDidmesied BUedDED D& dwo
eS80 WES OB, 000 JReCuercd amd S(EE dFes’
0 O PBOed GimBn SBVBOG 0@ ® uBOSm uYITL B8gac
O DB3Ded DBIBOG ¢ svg ©O0O s BN OB, DeniBs ONEH
gedE S8 Joustem 0y R Bud® yoblm D1R®OHOE T
e®0® »HFIFOB ®®NCDI VRO PR WOOS Fr@B® 5O gycey @d.

88D ¢ : YA, Bude® CDwOn, @wess geEmmIE, ©8Bms @S

60



Book of Abstracts Session II, Gampaha

Technical Session - 04

Track : Library Services and Information Technology

Session Chair :  Dr. S.K. [llangarathne
Librarian
Bhiksu University of Sri Lanka

Rapporteur : Mrs. Kusala Sajeewani, Assistant Librarian,
Gampaha Wickramarachchi University of
Indigenous Medicine, Yakkala
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The research articles on palm leaf manuscripts in Sri
Lanka : a bibliomertic study using Google Scholar articles
published during 2015-2022

H. U. C. S Kumara!, H. D. M.Nishanthi?,
J.G.Chandani’, K.W.A.M. Konpola*

Palm leaf manuscripts are one of the oldest written forms found in Sri
Lanka. Palm leaf manuscripts can be found throughout Sri Lanka in
temples, monasteries, national museums, national archives, national
libraries, university libraries, and special libraries. Bibliometric analysis is
the application of statistical and mathematical tools to books and media
communication. The statistical analysis of written publications, such as
books, articles, or other publications, is known as bibliometric analysis.
In the field of library and information science, as well as in other fields,
library statistics are often used to provide quantitative analysis of academic
research. This bibliometric study focuses on the research articles based on
palm leaf manuscripts in Sri Lanka. The objectives of the study were to
identify the annual growth of research publications, examine authorship
patterns, and identify the most cited articles in palm leaf manuscripts in Sri
Lanka during 2015-2022. Additionally, this study was used to identify the
affiliation with the highest number of publications on palm leaf manuscripts
in Sri Lanka and to analyze the most popular keywords in the publications.
The study examined 36 research articles based on Sri Lankan palm leaf
manuscriptsthat were published in Google Scholar between 2015 and
2022 and used bibliometric methodology to analyze the data. The Google
Scholar advanced searching techniques were used to obtain data from
Google Scholar with keywords including “palm leaf manuscript," “Sri
Lanka," “Ola leaf manuscript," and “Sri Lanka." VOS viewer software and
the Excel package were used to analyze and visualize the data in the study.

L2334 Senior Assistant Librarian, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
kumara@sjp.ac.lk /nishanthi@sjp.ac.lk /
chandani@sjp.ac.lk / anura@sjp.ac.lk
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According to the visualization data, the highest number of articles was
published in 2016, 2017, 2019 and 2021, with 6 (17%) each. Most of the
research in this field was carried out by individual authors. Of these, 19
(53%) were published by individual authors and 17 (47%) with co-authors.
The results of this study have shown that “Sri Lanka” (30) and “Palm
Leaf Manuscript” (33) are the strongest keywords of general link strength.
Padmasiri G. R. was the author who the highest citations (12 citations) in
his publication had titled “Management of indigenous knowledge in Sri
Lanka, with special reference to indigenous medicine”. The most significant
affiliation was the University of Kelaniya, which had the highest number
of publications.

Keywords: Bibliometric Analysis, Palm leaf manuscripts, Ola leaf
manuscripts, Google Scholar, VOSviewer
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A study of the use of RFID technology for securing
university libraries in Sri Lanka

W.R.N Indrachapa’

The library is a growing organism. As it grows in size, so do the problems
related to document maintenance and security. RFID technology is
one of the best technologies available for security in libraries. RFID
(Radio Frequency Identification) for libraries refers to the use of RFID
technology to manage and track library materials. It involves tagging
library items with RFID tags containing unique identification information
and installing RFID readers and antennas in libraries to detect and track
these items. RFID technology offers several benefits for libraries. There
are Efficient Inventory Management, Streamlined Check-in and Check-
out, Enhanced Security, Improved Patron Experience, Space Optimization,
and Automation of Routine Tasks. RFID technology offers libraries a
range of benefits, including improved operational efficiency, enhanced
security, and a better experience for patrons. The problem of this study
was whether RFID technology is used to secure university libraries. The
main objective of this study was to identify the use of RFID technology in
securing university libraries. All the university libraries in Sri Lanka were
the population of this study and government university libraries (17) under
the University Grants Commission (UGC) were selected as the sample of
this study. Data was collected using questionnaire methods. According to
the collected data analysis, Only 2 libraries use RFID technology from the
selected sample. Other 15 libraries do not use RFID technology however
they use other securing systems. Lack of budget allocation, existing system,
lack of trained staff, privacy concerns, security issues, and compatibility
issues were found to be the main reasons for not using RFID technology.
Suggestions for mitigating this problem include cost-benefit analysis,
funding allocation, staff training, privacy and security measures, success
stories, and showcasing collaboration and partnerships.

Keywords: Libraries, university library, library securing, RFID technology

! Assistant librarian, CINEC Campus
nayananjalee.indrachapa@cinec.edu
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Navigating personal name headings: challenges in online
Public Access Catalogues (OPACs) at the University of
Kelaniya and the University of Colombo

W.M.T.A.P. Wasala!

Libraries employ the Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) to give
users free access to many resources in the modern digital era. Authority
control is essential to the establishment of these resources in libraries.
Using personal names in authority control makes identifying authors,
contributors, and other people associated with library materials simple and
improves information retrieval. It also makes it easier for users to engage
with various databases and library systems and to share information. The
need for more authority control in libraries makes writing Sinhala personal
names in English more challenging. The problem was identifying the
Authority controlling issues arising in the OPACs in the university libraries
in Kelaniya and Colombo. Personal names were searched in both libraries'
OPACs using an observation tool. In the OPACs, authority control was
observed using twenty Sinhala author names transliteration in English by
time constraints. SPSS was used to analyse and visualise the collected
data. It has been found that the authors' names have been used in multiple
ways. Problems in dividing the verses of personal names and transliteration
problems from Sinhala to English were identified issues from OPACs.
Some personal names have been placed in Sinhala and English for the same
author. Using the personal name authority to control documents published
by the National Library and Documentation Service Board is an option to
reduce issues in personal names in OPACs at the university, public, and
special library levels. By creating a union or centralized catalogue for all
libraries and conducting workshops for the librarians, libraries can improve
the legitimacy and Authority of their services. It is also crucial to reduce
problems with personal names in OPACs.

Keywords: Personal Names, Authority Control, Online Public Access
Catalogue, Issues in personal names, Authority controlling in
Personal names

' Librarian, Law and Society Trust, Colombo
aroshaprabhashwari@gmail.com
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